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one block away from this one, where Co-
operative Bulk Handling is. building a
plant depot. In this case the department
did construct a roadway to the block, but
the market gardener in the case I am
bringing up has not been given access to
his severed block.

The Hon. H. R. Robinson: He has to
negotiate with them.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: I1 have been
trying to negotiate for twelve months but
the department is not interested. It con-
tends that as it has offered to pay the
owner a certain amount in compensation
for severing his property it is not respon-
sible. The owner is not prepared to take
a case in court, because he is only a work-
ing man and the amount of compensation
does not warrant the high legal costs which
would be involved. All that the owner
wants is access to his property.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: Equal to what he
had previously.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: Yes. He had
a track through the middle of his property.
The final matter I wish to raise concerns
one, Robert J. Daniel. Members may recall
that on the 20th January last, much pub-
licity appeared in the Sunday Ttmnes over
this Person. Hle is a 24-year-old Bachelor
of Arts, and has five per cent, vision.

This person inquired all over, Australia
for a job as a tutor. He made application
to the Education Department and to the
University in this State, and to practically
every other department in which he con-
siders he can be usefully employed. After
trying for several years he obtained three
weeks' relief work in a Commonwealth
department. Mr. Daniel majored in history,
and for the last 18 months his life has
been wasted. The Education Department
claims there is no Provision under which
a partially sightless person can be given
employment in it.

Dr. Arnold Cook, President of the W.A.
Branch of the Guild of Business and Pro-
fessional Blind, has been fighting for Mr.
Daniel for some time. There are 16 pro-
fessional blind people in Western Australia
and 15 of them are using their talents as
lecturers, lawyers, etc., and are acquitting
themselves very well. When Mr. Daniel
contacted me I made inquiries of the Min-
ister for Education who promised to look
into the case. However, according to him,
nothing can be done. I also contacted the
State and the Commonwealth public
services, but was told that nothing- could
be done for him.

As a last resort I got in touch with the
Commonwealth Department of Labour
asking it to provide any type of job for
Mr. Daniel-not necessarily professional or
tutorial work-so that he could be placed.
I1 first made these inquiries in February,
and I have pursued them since then, but
not one job has been offered to Mr. Daniel.

He is not completely blind; be can read a
newspaper at a distance of from five to
six inches. He is not immobile, and he
can catch a bus without assistance. He
can also do most things around the house.
He is not hopelessly blind. and he does
not have to be led around. With his
educational qualification I anm sure he can
adjust himself to practically any position
offered to him. He can do clerical work,
yet not one position of this type has been
found for him. At present he is wasting
his time at the Braille Society for the
Blind, because he Is capable of doing
greater and better things than he is now
doing.

I cast my mind back nine months when
there was much public ado over the
physically handicapped. The Premier ap-
peared on television, and much publicity
was given in the Press as to what could
be done for the physically handicapped in
Western Australia. The person I am re-
ferring to is physically handicapped in
that he has not 100 per cent. vision. I
think it is a reflection on our society-I
am not blaming the Government com-
pletely-to have a. 24-year-old Bachelor of
Arts doing canework and basketwork when
he is capable of leading a more useful life.
With those remarks I support the Address-
in-Reply to the Speech of the Lieut-
enant-Governor and Administrator on the
opening day of Parliament.

Debate adjourned, on motion by The
Hon. J. Dolan.

House adjourned at 8.58 p.mn.
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COMMTTEES FOR THE SESSION

Council Personnel
Message from the Council received and

read notifying the personnel of sessional
committees elected by that 'House.

SUPPLY BILL, £25,000,000

Returned
Bill returned from the Council without

amendment.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

KALAMUNDA HIGH SCHOOL
Development of Playing Fields

1. Mr. DUNN asked the Minister for
Education:

In view of the lack of success in
* locating adequate supplies of water

to allow for the development of
playing fields at the Kalamunda

* High School, would he give con-
sideration to proceeding with de-
veloping the playing fields for use
in the winter and spring, when
the requirement of water is not so
urgent, but when a long-felt need
for the overall education of the
students could be filled?

Mr. LEWIS replied:
Since efforts to obtain adequate
supplies of water by boiing have
been unsuccessful consideration is
being given to developing un-
grassed playing fields at the Kala-
munda High School.

COMMONWEALTH - STATE HOUSING
AGREEMENT: RENTAL REBATES

Losses and Commonwealth Recoup

2. Mr. D. C. MAY asked the Minister
representing the Minister for Housing:
(1) What is the extent of losses sus-

tained during each of the past
four years in respect of rental
rebates under the Commonwealth-
State Housing Agreement?

(2) What amount has been recouped
from the Commonwealth far each
of those years?-

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
(1) No losses were sustained, but the

rental rebates granted were: -
Year 1945 1056-19061 Total

Agreement Agreement
9 £

1059-60.......81,922 SI.224 113,146
196"-i.....86,724 81,134 116,858
1961-62........2,459 30,528 122,967
1962-03........98,710 30,757 127,486

(2) No amount has been recouped
from the Commonwealth in re-
spect of the above years. How-
ever, in 1960-61 an amount of
£123,179 was received from the

Commonwealth as final payment
for its share towards the losses
on 1945 agreement rental proper-
ties for the years 1956-57, 1957-58,
and 1958-59.
The 1945 agreement provides that
if the cash receipts in any one
year are less than the cash pay-
ments, the Commonwealth will
meet three-fifths of the losses and
the State will meet the balance.
This arrangement is subject to the
rents being fixed strictly in ac-
cordance with the first schedule
to the agreement.
There is no provision in the 1956-
61 agreements for the Common-
wealth to share the losses.

WINNING POOL-NANUTARRA-
PEEDAMULLA ROAD
Estimated Expenditure

3. Mr. BICKERTON asked the Minister
for Works:
(1) What is the estimated expendi-

ture in the next twelve months to
up-grade the road north of Car-
narvon to serve the Ashburton
district and to carry cut the inten-
tion, as stated, namely: "To pro-
ceed with the development of
Winning Pool -Nanu tarra -Peeda -
mulla section of road with the ob-
ject of providing by July, 1964 a
road suitable to the district"?

Type of Crossing at Nanutarra
(2) What type of crossing would be

installed at Nanutarra and what
would be the estimated cost?

Mr. WILD replied:
(21) Funds available during 1963-64

for first stage Construction of the
road between Barradale-Nanu-
tarra-Peedamulla amount to
£66,000. It is intended that by
July, 1964, this road will have been
cleared and lightly formed on
final alignment throughout. This
should result in a read suitable
for all traffic during the period
July to December, 1964.

(2) The type of crossing to be in-
stalled at Nanutarra is dependent
on extensive investigations. At
this stage it is not Possible to
advise an estimated cost.

LOST PROPERTY
Railways Department: Method of

Disposal

4. Mr. GRAHAM asked the Minister for
Railways:

When an article is found on rail-
way premises or conveyances: (a)
by an employee; or (b) by a
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member of the public, and no
claim is made for such article
within a stipulated time, does it
became the property of the Crown
and subsequently available for
disposal, or is it offered to the
finder?

Mr. COURT replied:
An article found on railway prem-
ises or conveyances which is not
claimed is not offered to the
finder but is held for disposal at
the annual sale of property which
is held every June, in accordance
with the provisions of the Gov-
ernment Railways Act.

Police Department: Method of Disposal
5. Mr. GRAHAM asked the Minister for

Police:
When an article is found: (a) by
a police officer; or (b) by a mem-
ber of the public, and is handed
in to the department and no claim
is made for such article within a
stipulated time, does it become the
property of the Crown, and subse-
quently available for disposal, or
does it become the property of
the finder?

Mr. CRAIG replied:
(a) Property found by police officers

in the course of their duties is dis-
posed of in accordance with the
Provisions of section 76 of the
Pollee Act.

(b) Property found by members of the
public, if unclaimed at the expira-
tion of three months, is returned
to the finder on his entering into
an Indemnity to return such pro-
perty or the value thereof in the
event of the loser or lawful owner
subsequently proving his right to
the property.

Metropolitan Transport Trust: Method
of Disposal

6. Mr. GRAHAM asked the Minister for
Transport:
(1) When an article is found on

M.T.T. premises or conveyances:
(a) by an employee; or (b) by a
member of the public, and no
claim is made for such article
within a stipulated time, does it
become the property of the Crown,
and subsequently available for dis-
posal, or is it offered to the finder?

Procedure under Tramways
Department Administration

(2) What was the procedure under
similar circumstances during the
administration of the Tramways
Department?

Mr. CRAIG replied:
(t1) Under trust regulations an article

of lost property not claimed by
the owner in the statutory period
is sold by auction. It cannot be
offered to the finder.

(2) The same procedure prevailed
under the administration of the
Tramways Department.

RAILWAY REFRESHMENT ROOM
AT BRIDGETOWN

Closure

7. Mr. ROWBERRY asked the Minister
for Railways:
(1) Does he know that the railway re-

freshment room at Bridgetown is
now closed?

(2) As buses carrying passengers to
and from Boyup Brook, Manjimup,
Pemberton, Northcliffe. and Shan-
non River, do not reach Bunbury
until 1.20 p.m., and there are no
other refreshment rooms on these
routes, will he treat this matter as
urgent?

Peppercorn Rental Lease
(3) As there appears to be difficulty

in keeping this refreshment room
in operation, would the depart-
ment consider leasing this roam on
a Peppercorn rental basis?

Mr. COURT replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) and (3) Negotiations are at pre-

sent being undertaken to obtain
a lessee at an appropriate rental.

PEA WNING LICENSES
Licensees and Boats Concerned

8. Mr. NORTON asked the Minister for
Fisheries:

To whom were the 25 prawning
licenses issued this year and what
were the names of the boats owned
or operated by the respective lic-
ense holders?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
Nor' West Whaling Company: Nor

I, If, in iv, V, and VII; Too-
woon Bay, Rambler, Friend-
ship-It, Winkle.

Planet Fisheries: Jupiter, Sonoma,
Maria 5.S., Saturn, Oceanic.

Pooles Fisheries: Bluefin.
Eureka Fishing Coy: Eureka.
Kingfisher Corporation: Gerald-

ton Empress.
Ocean Trawling Co.: Atlantic

Ocean.
M. Lombardo & Sons: Nelms.
F. Correin: Miss Portuguesa.
T. Doak: Fredricks.
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M. De Sousa: Lady of Fatima.
Seafarer Fishing Co.: Eckero.
RI. 3. Phllips: Kia. Ora il1.

FISH
Weight of Catches

9. Mr. NORTON asked the Minister for
Fisheries:

What was the Weight of all fish
caught in the following areas for
the years 1961-62 and 1962-63:-

Shark Bay;
Oreraldton;
Frem antle;
Mandurab:
Bunbury-Busselton;
Albany?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

Shark Bay
Geraldton
Fremantle
Mandurah
Bunbury-Busseltan
Albany ... ..

TOTAL:

lb.
3,.186,.684

10,775,425
8,507,740
1,088,401
1,655,470
6,096,836

31,310,556

Figures for 1962-63 are not yet
available.

SHIPPING
iGeneral Rates between Various Forts,

and Distances Covered
10. Mr. NORTON asked the Minister for

the North-West:
(1) What are the general shipping

rates from-
Fremantle to Carnarvon;
Fremantle to Onslow;
Fremantle to Hoebourne;

and what is the distance by sea
in each case?

(2) What are the general shipping
rates from-

Carnarvon to Onslow;
Carnarvon to Roebourne;

and what is the distance by sea
in each case?

Mr. COURT replied:

Freight per
ton charged by

State
Shipping
Service Distance

(1) Fremnantle to Ciarron ... 140/- 494 miles
Fremantle to Onslow ... 160/- 733 miles
Fremasntle to Point Samnson

2) (port for Roeboisrue) 1651- 885 miles
2Carrarvon to Onslow 145/- 276 miles

Carnarvon to Point Samson 152/6 430 miles
WaO:O (a) These are State Shipping Service freight charges

only and do not include shore charges.
(b) Deviation Into Camnarvonl is tbe season for the

increase in uileage of separate, an diatinct
from direct routes.

PRAWNING LICENSES
Shark Bay Area: Closing Date for

Applications
11. Mr. NORTON asked the Minister far

Fisheries:
Was any date set last year for the
closing of applications for prawn-
ing licenses in the Shark Bay
area; if so, what was that date?

Mr. ROSS HLTTCHINSON replied:
No date was set.

CRAYFISH
Processing in Abrolkos and Geraldton

Areas
12. Mr. NORTON asked the Minister for

Fisheries:
U1) Is it a fact that all crayfish caught

in the Abrolhos area and in and
around Geraldton have to be pro-
cessed in Geraldtan?

(2) Are any freezer or processing boats
given a license to fish for, or pro-
cess, crayfish in the Abrolbos or
Geraldion waters?

Mr. ROSS HUJTCHINSON replied:
(1) and (2) No. By ministerial direc-

tion, no freezer boat may engage
in the taking of crayfish in the
Abrolhos area, nor in that area
process, store, cut up, handle, pre-
serve or treat crayfish or portions
of crayfish. The regulations pro-
hibit the bringing into Western
Australian waters, or on to land,
any portion of a crayfish taken in
the Abrolhos area. Whole cray-
fish taken in the Abrolhos area or
in Geraldton inshore waters may
lawfully be landed at any port.

HYBRID) WHEAT
Research Undertaken in Western

Australia
13. Mr. KELLY asked the Minister for

Agriculture:
(1) What advances have been made in

Western Australia in the search
for a suitable commercial hybrid
wheat?

(2) Is there any certainty that a
hybrid wheat would mean in-
creased yield?

(3) Has any research been carried out
in Western Australia or by
C.S.I.R.O. into the restoration of
fertility in the male-sterile wheat.
and has a suitable genes been
located for this purpose?

(4) is it a known fact that by the de-
velopment of hybrid mnaize and
grain sorghumns. increased yields
up to 25 per cent. have been
achieved?
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Mr. NALDER replied:
(1) At present hybrid wheat can only

be regarded as a hope for the
future. Considerable fundamental
genetic research must be success-
fully concluded before hybrid
wheat production can even be
forecast on a commercial scale,
This work can only be carried
out at a research institution with
a team of specialists working on
particular aspects.

(2) No. Theoretically increased yield
could be obtained from hybrid
wheat but this may not be pos-
sible to achieve on a commercial
scale.

(3) No work on this subject has been
carried out in Western Australia
or, as far as can be ascertained, in
Australia.

(4) Yes.

MILK ACT
Amending Legislation

14. Mr. HALL asked the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1) Is it intended to bring forward

this session legislation to amend
the Milk Act, 194641980. in respect
of milk treatment licenses?

(2) if so, when?
Mr. NALDER replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Answered by No. (1).

ALBANY REGIONAL HOSPITAL

Enlargement of Bed Capacity
15, Mr. HALL asked the Minister for

Health:
As the Albany Regional Hospital
was originally designed to have a
250 bed maximum capacity, is it
intended to enlarge the existing
bed capacity; and if so, when?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
The hospital was designed for a
maximum of 200 beds and now
provides for 100 general and 27
maternity beds. The latest figures
show an occupancy of 82 beds. it
is therefore not proposed to con-
sider any additions until such
time as they are required and then
only in the light of priorities and
available finance.

TELEVISION STATION

Selection of Site for Great Southern
Area

18. Mr. HALL asked the Chief Secretary:
(1) Has a suitable site been selected

by the Australian Broadcasting
Commission for the erection of a

television station to serve the
lower Great Southern area under
stage four of the development pro-
gramme?

(2) If so, where is the location of the
selected site?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
This is a Commonwealth concern
and it is suggested that the hon-
curable member take the matter
up with the appropriate member Of
the Commonwealth Parliament.

PRIVATE SCHOOLS: GOVERNMENT
AID

Costs, Items involved, and Increase

1.7. Mr. JAMIESON asked the Minister for
Education:
(1) What aid is at present granted to

non-Government schools, and/or
their students by the Government?

(2) What was the cost to the Govern-
ment during the last financial year
in respect of each individual item
of aid granted?

C3) Which of these items of aid has
been granted since the taking of
office of the Brand Government?

(4) Is it the intention of the Govern-
ment to increase aid to non-Gov-
ernment schools or their students
during the present financial year?

Mr. LEWIS replied:

(1) (a) Boarding allowances are pay-
able to students who have to
board to attend school.
(b) Subsidies are paid to non-
Government schools in respect of
library books, pianos, projectors
and radio equipment.
(c) Scholarships and bursaries are
available by competitive examina-
tion.
(d) Free stationery, school papers,
and other pupil textbooks are
Issued.
(e) Grants are paid for education
of aboriginal children.
(f) Children in the metropolitan
area receive a refund of fares paid
in excess of 5s. per week with a
maximum of 7s. Gd. School buses
in the country carry non-govern-
ment pupils.
(g) Some non-government teach-
ers train at the Teachers' College
without fee.

(2) Records of the costs of the above
are not kept separately. The esti-
mated figures for 19B1-52 are as
follows:-
(a) Boarding allowances £35,300.
(b) Subsidies £3,100.
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(3)

(4)

(e) Scholarships and bursaries
£19,500.
(d) Stationery and publications
£20,800.
(e) Aboriginal children £2,000.
(f) Refund fares £5,000.
Bus services (estimated 10 per
cent, of total cost) £102,000.
(g) Training of teachers in Col-
lege £5,000.
Subsidies for library books and for
pianos.
Uinder consideration.

FREMANTLE RAILWAY BRIDGE

Financing of Increased Cost.
18. Mr. FLETCHER asked the Minister

for Railways:-
(1) Will he clarify his previous answer

by stating whether or not the con-
tractor's original quoted price for
construction of the Premantle rail-
way bridge has been exceeded?

(2) If so, to what extent?
(3) Is the Treasury meeting any part

of the difference?
Mr. COURT replied:
(1) to (3) The original quote was

£345,020 10s, This work together
with variations that arose during
the course of the contract will be
increased to £389,020 10s.
The additional £44,000 was occa-
sioned by variations arising dur-
ing progress of the work such as
difficulties encountered in pile
driving for bridge foundations,
necessary amendments to steel
works design, additional drainage,
and increased contractor's over-
head due to extension of time
occasioned by the extra work cov-
ered by the variations.
Additional work given to the con-
tractor outside of the original con-
tract was for sheet piling required
by the Fremantle Harbour Trust
which will cost -approximately
£91.000. 'This work was to enable
dredging to be brought closer to
the bridge and necessitated in-
creased weight of sheet piling and
a deeper driving and also of greater
extent to permit better tying in
on the down stream side.
Some further additional work may
yet be required to provide anchor-
ing for bollard positions to suit
the Fremantle Harbour Trust.
This is still under consideration.
The full cost of the new Fremantle
railway bridge including resumnp-
tions directly related ta railway
requirements will be charged to
the Western Australian Govern-
ment Railways. The amount by

which this total cost exceeds the
cost to the Western Australian
Government Railways had a rail-
way bridge been constructed along-
side the existing railway bridge
will be assessed and 'will be free
of debt charges so far as the
Western Australian Government
Railways are concerned.

PERTH RAILWAY STATION

Lowering

19. Mr. CROMMEIAN asked the Minister
for Railways:
(1) What progress has been made with

the investigations in regard to the
possibility of placing the Perth
Railway Station below ground
level?

(2) Is he in a position to say whether
it is likely to happen, and if so,
when?

Mr. COURT replied:
(1) An interim report of de Lieuw

Gather & Co., Engineers, has been
received. Further investigations
are bound up with current studies
relative to the standard gauge
railway in the Perth metropolitan
area.

(2) Until the interdepartmental comn-
mittee's report is received and
considered, I am not. in a position
to state what is likely to happen.
There are engineering problems,
but they are not insurmountable.
The final Metropolitan plans for
the standard gauge project could
facilitate the decision regarding
lowering of the railway through
Perth.

PEE-PACKAGED GOODS

Findings of Victorian Board, and
Government Action

20. Mr. D. G3. MAY asked the Minister
for Police:

As he has indicated that the mod-
ern trend towards the sale of more
and more pre-packaged goods is5
occasioning concern because of
deceptive and misleading informa -
tion associated with certain com-
modities, will he advise-

(a) the findings of the board
of inquiry appointed by
the Victorian Government
to investigate the posi-
tion;

(b) what resultant action has
been taken by this Gov-
ernment to remedy the
existing unsatisf actory
position?
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'Mr. CRAIG replied:
(a) and (b) The board of inquiry
has not yet presented its report
and I am therefore unable to ad-
vise on its findings.

HOUSING
Small Homes Plan

21. Mr. D. G. MAY asked the Minister
representing the Minister for Housing:.
(1) in connection with the "small

homes plan" announced in July,
1961, wfll he advise if a further
similar loan is anticipated in the
near future?

(2) is a further "small homes plan"
dependent upon the growth of the
R. & I. Savings Bank?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
(1) yes,
(2) Yes.

UNETHICAL SALESMEN
Action to Protect Housewives

22. Mr. D. G. MAY asked the Minister
representing the Minister for Justice:

In view of the assurances given
last year by him that the activi-
ties of high pressure unethical
salesmen were being kept under
Close observation, will he advise
what action is being taken to
protect harassed housewives from
the current outbreak of these
tactics, as reported recently in
the Press?

Mr. COURT replied:
The matter has been watched
very closely by the Police Depart-
ment and the action taken by the
department to warn the public
about the type of salesmen re-
ferred to has had salutary effect
-the public has reacted to this
high pressure method and reports
received by the Police Depart-
ment have been acted upon
promptly.
Some consideration has been
given to the lines on which legis-
lative protection could be given
and this aspect will be pursued if
it is found that insufficient effect

*has resulted from action already
* taken.

CROWN LAND
Release South of Gkoofl and Yellowdtne

23. Mr. KELLY asked the Minister for
Railways:

In response to questions asked of
the Minister for Lands relative
to the release of Crown land

* situated 'south of Ghooli and
Yellowdine.' he indicated that

apart from delay occasioned by
continued departmental examina-
tion, a decision to release any
locations for general selection has
been withheld at the request of
the Railways Department pend-
ing a decision re possible devia-
tions: As the release of this land
is an urgent matter to many in-
tending applicants, and to the
Yilgarn district as a whole, will
he endeavour to speed up an
early decision, and would he In-
dicate how long It will take be-
fore he can release a favourable
announcement?

Mr. COURT replied:
Owing to the extraordinary
'weather conditions in the area,
survey parties had to be with-
drawn early in June. It is ex-
pected that a decision on the
route east of Southern Cross will
be available by the end of the
Year.
I should add, for the benefit of
the honourable member, that we
are trying to expedite the matter
if we can.

CAUSEWAY
Improvement of Road Surface

24. Mr. DAVIES asked the Minister for
Works:
(1) Is he aware that parts of the

Causeway road surface are be-
coming badly corrugated-par-
ticularly towards the city end?

(2) What action is proposed to im-
prove the surface of the road-
way?

Mr. WILD replied:
(1) Yes. Corrugations are noticeable.
(2) Necessary action will be taken to

improve areas so affected as early
as possible.

NATIVE MISSIONS: CARE OF
CHILDREN

Assistance Irom Lotteries Commission
and Government

25. Mr. W. HEONEY asked the Minister
for Native Welfare:
(1) What subsidy is paid by the

Treasury in respect of children
being cared for in native mis-
sions conducted by religious
bodies?

(2) Is a supplementary payment made
to such missions by the Lotteries
Commission- and if so, how much
per child per week?

(3) Are these the samet amounts as
those paid in respect of children
being eared for in institutions
caring for "non -natives,"?
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*(4) If there is no difference, when did
the equal payments first take
effect?

(5) Do some of the religious missions
decline to accept money from the
Lotteries Commission?

(6) With respect to missions con-
nected with No. (5). does the Goy-
erniment pay a similar amount to
such missions?

(7) If so, when did such payments
first take effect?

Mr. LEWIS replied:
(1) Under 16 years 35s. per week per

child.
Over 16 years 45s. per week per
child.
In addition, missions whose
religious principles prevent the
acceptance of lotteries grants re-
ceive an additional 7s. 6d. per
child per week from the Native
Welfare Department.

(2) Yes, 7s. 6d. Per child per week is
offered to all missions by the Lot-
teries Commission but is accepted
only by those whose religious
principles do not oppose such aid.

(3) The departmental subsidy is the
same for natives and non-natives
but the lotteries assistance for
non-natives is l0s. per child per
week.

(4) Equal departmental subsidy be-
came effective from the 1st July,
1954.

(5) Yes.
(6) Yes.
(7) The 1st. April, 1955.

SECONDARY EDUCATION AND
YOUTH SERVICES

Reports of Committees of Inquiry:
Availability

26. Mr. W. HTEGNEY asked the Minister
-for Education:
(1) 'When will the following reports

of committees appointed by the
Government be available to mem-
bers of the Legislative Assern-
bly:
(a) committee of inquiry into

secondary education;
(b) committee to investigate

youth services?
(2) If he is unable to give a reason-

ably definite reply, can he say
when he will be in a position to
do so?

Mr. LEWIS replied:
(1) (a) This committee was set up by

the Minister for Education.
Any member may obtain a
copy of the report from the
Minister for Education.

(b) This committee was appointed
by the Government and
Cabinet is at present giving
consideration to it. It is im-
possible as yet to indicate
when the report will be avail-
able.

(2) Answered by No. (1).

UNLAWFUL CARNAL KNOWLEDGE
Details of Off ences

27. Mr. GRAHAM asked the Minister re-
presenting the Minister for Justice:

Respecting the offence of unlaw-
ful carnal knowledge and charges
arising therefrom and beard by
conrtis since the 1st July, 1962,
will he when in possession of the
requested information supply the
House with particulars of each in-
dividual case as follows:-
(a) Age of offender;
(b) age of victim;
(c) penalty imposed;
(d) name of judge;
(e) date of conviction;
(f) whether any previous convic-

tion of a "sex" offence?
Mr. COURT replied:

As previously advised, the infor-
mation will take some time to
collate. When it is available it
will be given to the honourable
member in the House.

ALEXANDER DRIVE
Extension thtrough Dianella, and Cost

28. Mr. O'CONNOR asked the Minister
for Works:
(1) When is it anticipated the exten-

sion of Alexander Drive through
the pine plantation to Dianella
will be completed?

(2) What is the anticipated cost of
same?

Mr. WILD replied:
(1) This road, which is to be con-

structed by the Perth Shire Coun-
cil as an extension of Alexander
Drive from the Masonic Lodge
Home to Woodrow Avenue,
Dianella, is expected to be com-
pleted by mid-November, 1963.

(2) The estimated cost of the work
is £12,700.

COMMISSIONER FOR DECLARATIONS
Automatic Appointment at Law Clerks

29. Mr. O'CONNOR asked the Minister
representing the Minister for Justice:
(1) Are there any States in Australia

which bestow the Qualifications of
a commissioner for declarations
automatically on law clerks?



[Tuesday, 1.3 August, 1963.] 9'

(2) Is consideration being given to
bestowing the qualifications of a
commissioner for declarations
automatically on law clerks in this
State?

Mr. COUJRT replied:
(1) Apparently Victoria is the only

State which has such provision.
(2) As is the case with all applies.-

cations, consideration is given to
the appointment of law clerks as
commissioners of declarations
when they apply or are nomi-
nated.

JOHN FORREST HIGH SCHOOL
Completion o1 Contract and Imposition

of Penalty
30. Mr. TOMS asked the Minister for

Works:
(1) Have the contracts for the earth-

works and buildings of the John
Forrest High School been com-
pleted?

(2) If so, when were the contracts
completed?

(3) As the building contract was to
be finished by the 23rd March,
1962. was the penalty of £50 per
day imposed; and if not, why not?

Mr. WILD replied:
(1) Contracts for earthworks and

buildings have been completed.
(2) Earthworks-24th July, 1962.

Huildings-l19th October, 1902
(practical completion date).

(3) The final amount of "liquidated
damages" to be imposed in regard
to the contract has not yet been
determined. A decision will be
made when the finding of an arbi-
tration proceeding in a similar
matter is 'delivered by the arbi-

* trators.

TRANSPORT OF GOODS FROM PERTH
TO ONSLOW

Shiping and Road Freights

31. Mr. BICKERTON asked the Minister
for Transport:

What is the cost of freight per
ton, Perth to Onslow-

(a) by ship;
(b) by road transport;

for the following items:-
(i) cement;

(it) chaff;
(iii) dangerous cargo;
(iv) flour;
(v) wheat:
(vi) freezer cargo;
(vii) timber;

(viii) general cargo?

Mr. CRAIG replied:
(a) Assuming goods ate delivered through sheds on Fre-

mantle Wharf:
Shipping Shore Shore
Freight charge-- Charges- Total
per ton Fremantle Onslow

£. sd. & s. d. F a. d. £ s' d.
(1) 8 00 1 4 10 12 85 111I5I 3

(U) 12 00 1 16 4 1 14 2 15 9 6
(111) 12 00 1 4 10 1 16 2 150 0
(IV) 0 0 1 4 10 1 14 2 1019s0

(long ton)
(ii 800 1 410 1 14 2 10100

(vi) 12 00 1410o 1 14 2 14 19 0
(Vii) 1110o0 1 6 10 2 45 15 18

per 50 cub. ft.
(Viii) 8 00 1 61o 1 14 2 1110G

(b) Road transport rates vary but the following are
quoted by a major operator :

Freezer cargo-£52 per ton in too lots.
All Other-

Over 10 tons.......22 7 0 per ton.1
5-10 tons........27 17 0
1- 5tons £32 17 0
Under 1 ton.......4 0 0

*By weight or measuremuent. (at 140 cub. ft. per ton),
whichever is the greater.

32. This question was postponed.

APPRENTICESHIP TRAINING
Effect of Admninistrative Changes in

Technical Education
33. Mr. W. HEGNEY asked the Minister

f or Education;
(1) Is he aware that as a result of

administrative changes effected
some time ago, the State School
Teachers' Union of W.A. considers
that technical education with re-
spect to apprenticeship training
has been jeopardised?

(2) Is it a fact that there is now no
superintendent of apprentices or
head of trades department in the
Technical Education Division?

(3) Is it a fact there is now no
single administrator who can be
held responsible for apprentices?

(4) Is he satisfied that as a result of
the changes a serious deficiency in
the division's supervisory capacity
has not developed?

Mr. LEWIS replied:
(1) No: but I have received requests

from the union for the appoint-
ment of a superintendent of ap-
prenticeship training.

(2) and (3) The superintendent who
previously looked after apprentice
training now occupies the position
of Deputy Director of the Tech-
nical Division but has carried the
function of apprentice training
with him. He still gives the same
amount of supervision as previ-
ously to this section of the depart-
ment. The headship of the trades
department in the Perth Technical
College has been abolished as
trades training has been decen-
tralised into several suburban
schools. Adequate supervision is
provided in each of these schools
for trades training.

(4) Yes.
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INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT
Establishment of New Industries, and

Government Assistance
34. Mr. OLDFIELD asked the Minister

for Industrial Development:
(1) What new industries have been

established in Western Australia
since April, 1959, by-

(a) local companies;
(b) Eastern States companies;
(c) overseas companies?

(2) What are the names of the firms
concerned in the establishment of
these industries?

(3) What was the amount of invest-
menit by each individual firm, not
including departmental assist-
ance?

(4) (a) How many of these firms were
given financial assistance?

(b) What was the total amount
of assistance by-

Wi guarantees;
00i loan fund;
(iii) cash grants;
0iv) interest Payments from

Consolidated Revenue;
(v) land rants?

Mr. COURT rephied:
01) to (3) Individual details of every

firm commencing operations in
Western Australia are not re-
corded separately.
The Statistician's figures record
293 more factories operating in
Western Australia at the 30th
June, 1962, than at the 30th
June, 1959, and the value of
annual production had risen by
£t19,279,000. Official figures for
the 30th June, 1963, are not yet
available. They are expected to
show further increases.
Wage and salary earners in
civilian employment rose by
14,700 from the 30th April, 1959,
to the 30th April, 1963 (the last
official figures available). Of this
increase, over 3,000 were assessed
to be in factories.
The total investment of all new
firms is not recorded.

(4) (a) 22.
£

(b) 0I) Guarantees .... 930.900
(ii) Loan fund ad-

vances (of which
£200,000 has been
provided from an
amount paid back
from a previous
advance) ... 696,307

ili) Cash grants ... 50,000

(iv) Interest pay-
nments from Con-
solidated Rev-
enue .... . nil

(v) Land grants .... 17.058

1,694,265

In answering these questions (a)
and Cb), the figures above only
refer to businesses established in
W.A. since the 1st April, 1959.
There was financial assistance
additional to the above and under
the same headings to 35 com-
panies which were already estab-
lished at the 1st April, 1959.

SCARBOROUGH HIGH SCHOOL
Lack of Classroom Accommodation

35. Mr. NIMMO asked the Minister for
Education:

In view of the fact that there will
be 41 classes of children at Scar-
borough High School in 1904 and
that there is a 33* classroom ac-
commodation, what steps is the
Education Department taking to
meet the surplus of seven and a
half classes which cannot be ac-
commodated?

Mr. LEWIS replied:
By altering the boundaries from
which first year are gathered, it
is expected that the accommoda-
tion position at Scarborough High
will be satisfactory in 1964.

TEACHERS' SALARIES
Calculations and Payment: Prevention

of Errors

36. Mr. TONKI asked the Treasurer:
(1) On what date was the additional

salaries clerk (referred to in his
reply to question 5 (4) on the
notice paper of Tuesday, the 6th
August) actually appointed?

(2) In what way could this appoint-
ment be regarded as being the
outcome of the Auditor -General's
representations to Treasury in
1962 as asked?

(3) Does he consider that the opinion
of the Public Service Commis-
sioner's office on a question of
audit checks is of greater worth
than that of the Auditor -General?

(4) Does he, or the Public Service
Commissioner's Office, reject the
statement of the Auditor-General
made after the appointment of an
additional clerk that "The audit
check is, however, exercised after
payment and, whilst the present
arrangement has disclosed a
greater number of irregularities, it
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has contributed little towards the
prevention of incorrect pay-
ments"?

(5) Did not the Auditor-General state
in 1962: "It is considered that an
efficient internal check prior to
payment is essential"?

(6) Does the Public Service Commis-
sioner's Office dispute the asser-
tion of the Auditor-General that
"The audit check on Education
Department salaries has disclosed
a disturbingly large proportion of
errors," or does it hold the view
that a disturbingly large propor-
tion of errors is not of suffciently
large proportion to warrant the
appointment of a full-time check-
ing officer?

(7) Will he make the correspondence
on this matter between the Audit
Department and the Treasury
available to Parliament?

Mr. NALDER (for Mr. Brand) replied:
(1) He commenced on the 14th June,

1983.
(2) This appointment

salaries clerks to
other's calculations
ment.

enables the
check each

prior to pay-

(3) No.
(4) The additional salaries clerk now

enables checks to be made before
payment. An audit staff check is
made after Payments have been
made.

(5) Yes. This is now being done.
(6) No.

(7) No. A Treasury file containing
correspondence on this matter is
available f or the honourable
member's perusal if he so desires.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
MIDLAND JUNCTION WORKSHOPS
Dismissal of Employjees with a Court

Conviction
1.Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for

Railways:
In connection with the railway
workshops at Midland-
(1) Is it the intention of the

Railways Department to dis-
miss all employees who have
one court conviction?

(2) Was an employee in the work-
shops at Midland recently dis-
missed because he had one
court conviction?

(3) Is it not preferable and more
economical to rehabilitate
potential lawbreakers by giv-
ing them regular employment
rather than forcing them into

[91

the position, having broken
the law, of having to go to
Karnet for training?

Mr. COURT replied:
(1) to (3) 1 did not quite hear the

first part of the question, but I
gatbered it was to this effect: Is
it the policy of the Government
to dismiss men from the railway
workshops if they have one court
conviction?
The present policy of the Rail-
ways Department is no different,
to the best of my knowledge, from
what has been followed for many
years. I think the present system
is a desirable one in the interests
of the men themselves in the
workshops, because if there are
men with convictions for certain
types of offences, it causes a de-
gree of uneasiness amongst the
others; and I think it will be found
that in the main the employees
favour the present system. I think
that In the case to which the lion-
ourable member is referring he
will find on investigation that the
person concerned has more than
one conviction.
I would rather not pursue the
matter further at this juncture,
because I would not be certain
that the case he is referring to
is the one I have in mind. But
I am quite certain that if the
offences of the man I have in
mind were known to the honour-
able member, he would not want
to pursue the matter further.

HOUSING FOR WOMEN PENSIONERS
Flats at Claremont-Sivanbourne

2. Mr. GRAHAM asked the Minister
representing the Minister for Housing:
(1) How many -flats for women Pen-

sioners are contained in the block
at Claremont-Swanbourne?

(2) What number of persons has ap-
plied for this accommodation?

Plans for Further Accommodation

(3) What plans are there for provi-
sion of further accommodation of
this nature?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

(1) 72 flats.
(2) 844. This figure is inclusive of

widows and single-person apli-
cants, and many were ineligible
by the criteria that had to be
applied.

(3) Preliminary planning is in hand
for a further block of approxi-
mately 70 flats.
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MIDLAND PROVINCE BY-ELECTION
Statement by Mr. Heitman

3. Mr. JAMIESON asked the Deputy
Premier:
(1) Is he aware of a statement made

over radio stations 6PM-AM at
approximately 9 o'clock last even-
ing by a Mr. Heitman in connec-
tion with his candidature for the
Midland Province by-election,
wherein he claimed to favour
organised marketing, and the
establishment of abattoirs on a
co-operative, municipal, or Gov-
ernment basis in the various
centres of the Midland Province?

Government Policy
(2) Is this an indication that the

coalition parties have both now
deviated from their previous
policy of full support for private
enterprise?

The SPEAKER (Mr. Heannan):
Order! I cannot allow a question
on a matter that is represented
by a candidate at an election,
The second part of the question,
as to what is Government policy,
I will permit.

Mr. JAMIESON-. Very well. Then I
ask the Deputy Premier:

Is there an indication that the
coalition parties have both now
deviated from their previous
poicy of full support for private
enterprise?

Mr. NALDER replied:
No.

Mr. Hawke: What does it mean?

WANDANA FLATS
Waiting Period for Accommodation

4. Mr. GRAHAM asked the Minister
representing the Minister for Hous-
ing:
(1) What is the waiting period for

accommodation at Wandana for-
(a) one-bedroom fiats;
(b) two-bedroom fiats?

Annual Profit or Loss
(2) What has been the annual profit

or loss for each of the last three
years, respectively, after making
provision for all outgoings, and
contingencies?

Proposals for Further Flat Projects
(3) Are there any proposals for the

construction of fiat projects of
this nature within easy access of
the city centre or elsewhere?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
(1) (a) 10 months.

(b) 23 months.

5.

(2) 1960-61-27,466 net profit.
l961-62-07,938 net profit.
1962-63-f7,412 net profit.

(3) Not for- the present. The erection
of houses for families is con-
sidered to be more important.

POLICE FORCE AND DALKEITH
MURDER

Overtime Conditions
Mr. O'CONNOR asked the Minister
for Police:
(1) Following the latest Dalkeith

killing, have members of the
C.I.B. been placed on whatever
overtime is necessary to ensure
maximum efficiency for the cap-
ture of the killer?

(2) If not. would he see that such
action is taken?

Mr. CRAIG replied:
(1) and (2) Emphatically yes; not

only to the members of the C.I.B.,
hut also to all branches of the
Police Force.

NATIVE MISSIONS: CARE OF
CHILDREN

Assistance from Lotteries Commission

6. Mr. W. HEGNEY asked the Minister
for Native Welfare:

Further to his answer to my ques-
tion No. 25 (2) and (3), would he
discuss the matter with the Min-
ister in cha~rge of the Lotteries
Commission with a view to ap-
proaching the commission to bring
the subsidy for native children UP
to that of l0s. per child per week
for non-native children?

Mr. LEWIS replied:
I am prepared to discuss this mat-
ter with the Minister controlling
the Lotteries Commission with a
view to ascertaining the reason
for the difference in the two
amounts, and to take it from there
accordingly.

ALEXANDER DRIVE
Extension through Diane fla: Source of

Finance

7. Mr. J. HEGNEY asked the Minister for
Works:

Arising from his answer to ques-
tion No. 28 today, do I understand
that the Main Roads Department
advanced the money for the ex-
tension of Alexander Drive to serve
the various homes that are being
built in that area, or was it ad-
vanced by the shire council?
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Mr. WILD replied:
I am afraid I do not know: but
I will find out from the depart-
ment and let the honourable mem-
ber know tomorrow.

SOUTH COOGEE SCHOOL CHILDREN

Provision of Bus
S. Mr. HAWKE asked the Minister for

Education:
Could he explain what appears to
have been the inexcusable delay
on the part of his department in
officially requesting the Metropoli-
tan Passenger Transport Trust to
provide a bus for the transport of
school children in the South Coo-
gee area?

Mr. LEWIS replied:
I apologised to The Hon. R.
Thompson, M.L.C., in regard to
this matter. I had, in fact, dictated
a minute to the Minister for Tfran-
sport, but that minute was not
sent. Instead, the file was sent to
my department. It was some time
afterwards that I discovered my
minute had not been sent to the
Metropolitan Passenger Transport
Trust for consideration by the
Minister for Transport as I had
intended.

Mr. Hawke: Wasn't the telephone
working?

Mr. LEWIS: We do not arrange these
matters by telephone as a rule.

DALKEITH MURDER CASE

Value of Press Propaganda and
Reward Offer

9. Mr..- JAMIESON asked the Minister
for Police:

Pertaining to the recent Nedlands
or Dalkeith killing, is he in favour
of the present, rather "scare type"
propaganda being indulged in by
the daily Press, and typified by
the article appearing under the
heading of Stop Press in tonight's
Daily News as follows:-

"Don't forget to lock doors and
windows EARLY tonight. If you
see or hear anything suspicious
phone the CIS direct-28 1121"?

Or would he be more in favour of
advocating to Cabinet the pro-
posal for a fairly large reward-
in the £50,000 bracket-to bring
forward the information which
the C.IB, feels somebody has
available to him?

Mr. CRAIG replied:
In replying to the honourable
member, I can only express my
personal opinion. Apparently he
does not agree with what he calls

'scare-type" propaganda emanat-
ing from the Nress. I must agree
with him to a certain degree. I do
take exception, though, to TVW T7s
telecast last Sunday of the news
flash on the murder. Its preamble
was, 'There's a maniac at large!
Lock your doors;" and so on. I
feel that that was creating un-
necessary alarm among a great
section of the community.

Mr. Tonkin: It was true, though,
wasn't it?

Mr. CRAIG: At the same time, the
police have asked householders to
lock their doors for their own
protection. I believe they must
do that, and possibly the only way
the police can draw attention to
the matter is in the manner used
by the Press. As for offering a
large reward, that is a matter of
opinion. However, it is too soon
to offer a reward in connection
with the latest killing, because it
only happened Saturday.

Mr. D. G. May: Why is it too soon?

ELECTORAL ADVERTISEMENT
Lack of Authorisation

10. Mr. HAWKE asked the Deputy Pre-
mier:
(1) Did he see in last Sunday's issue

of The Sunday Times an adver-
tisement calculated to obtain
votes for the Liberal Party can-
didate?

(2) If he saw it, did he notice the
advertisement was not authorised?

Prosecution
(3) In any event, will he have in-

quiries made through the Elec-
toral Department for the purpose
of instituting a prosecution in the
matter?

Mr. NALDER replied:
(1) to (3) I did not see the advertise-

ment referred to by the Leader
of the Opposition, but I will have
the matter investigated.

Contravention of Electoral Act

11. Mr. CORNELL asked the Minister re-
presenting the Minister for Justice:

My question, follows very closely
that just asked by the Leader of
the Opposition. It is: Does the
advertisement appearing on page
55 of the country edition of The
Sunday Ti-mes of the 11th August,
1963, and bearing the caption.
"Country People You Know Speak
in favour of Heitman", contravene
the Electoral Act which requires
election matter to be duly auth-
orised?
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Mr. COUJRT replied:
I will refer the matter to the Min-
later for Justice. I am afraid I
could not answer the question my-
self.

Mr. Hawke: The Minister probably
wrote the advertisement.

Mr. COURT: The Leader of the Op-
position will be blaming me for
his propaganda next.

NATIVES AT ALBANY
New Reserve

12. Mr. HALL asked the Minister f or
Native Welfare:

As the new native reserve at
Albany has been completely bogged
out, will he investigate the matter
with a view to implementing
drainage works?

Mr. LEWIS replied:
This is the first time my attention
has been drawn to this matter,
but I will have an investigation
made.

JOHN FORREST HIGH SCHOOL
Completion of Contract

13. Mr. TOMS asked the Minister for
Works:

In answer to my question No. 30
on today's notice paper the Min-
ister replied:

(2) Earthworks -24th July.
1962.

Buildings - 19th October,
1962 (practical comple-
Mion date).

Can he tell me what is meant by
"practical completion date" when
the date for the icompletion. of the
buildings is set out in the contract?

Mr. WILD replied:-
I gather that those words indicate
that that was the date the con-
tract was completed-the practical
completion date.

Mr. Graham: Practically completed!

SOUTH COOGEE SCHOOL CHILDREN
Provision of Bus

14. Mr. LEWIS (Minister for Education):
May I crave your indulgence, Mr.
Speaker?

The SPEAKER: (Mr. Hearman): Yes.
Mr. LEWIS: In reference to the South

Coogee bus service, I misinter-
preted the question put by the
Leader of the Opposition. My
interpretation of the question was:
Could I explain the delay in this
matter? I answered thinking I
was dealing with the delay which

occurred from when I received a
deputation some weeks ago to the
time when this matter Was given
effect. If the question referred to
the delay from when an arrange-
ment was made with the Metro-
politan Passenger Transport Trust
and the institution of the service
which, I am informed, will com-
mence as from tomorrow, my reply
to that question is: This delay has
nothing to do with the Education
Department. It was not occa-
sioned by any action or inaction of
the officers of the Education De-
partment. The institution of the
service was one entirely for the
Metropolitan Passenger Transport
Trust.

Mr. HAWKE asked the Minister for
Transport:

As the Minister for Education
appears to have passed the bal
to the Minister for Transport, I
would like to direct the same
question to the Minister for Trans-
port.

Mr. Craig: Will the honourable mem-
ber please repeat the question?

Mr. HAWKE: Yes. Could the Minister
explain what appeared to have
been the inexcusable delay in the
provision by the Metropolitan
Passenger Transport Trust of a,
passenger bus to take to school
and return from school the
children residing in the South
Coogee area?

Mr. CRAIG replied:
To be quite frank, I am not aware
of the circumstances of the case:
and, anyway, I would not agree
that the reason-whatever It may
have been-was inexcusable, be-
cause I should Imagine that the
Metropolitan Passenger Transport
Trust would give every considera-
tion to the request made.

Mr. Tonkin: When they got it!

MILK ACT
Amending Legisation

15. Mr. HALL asked the Minister for
Agriculture:

As the Minister's answers to my
question No. 14 on the notice
paper were "Yes," and "Answered
by No. (1)," they certainly give
him a great deal of scope. I
again ask the Minister: Approxi-
mately on what date will the leg-
islation be brought forward?

Mr. NALDLER replied:
That answer is very difficult to
give. As you know, Mr. Speaker,
legislation is introduced at a
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time convenient to the Govern-
ment, and that will be the posi-
tion.

KENNETH MALCOLM JOHNSON
Tabling of Depositions o1 Case

16. Mr. CRAIG (Minister for Police):
Last Thursday, question No. (5)
of question No. 58 on the notice
paper asked by the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition was:

Will he table the depositions
of the case?

This referred to one, Kenneth
Malcolm Johnson, in regard to a
charge of stealing. My reply to
that question was "No." The
Deputy Leader of the Opposition
then asked if I would have further
inquiry made because the deposi-
tions were considered to be public
property and were available to
the Press. The inquiries I made
subsequently more or less con-
firmed my previous opinion;
namely, that it is creating a pre-
cedent and it is a rather dan-
gerous policy to-

Mr. Tonkin, It is a public document.
Mr. CRAIG: Could I finish what I

am saying, please? It is dan-
gerous to publish such documents,
although they were available In
the court, as the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition has stated.
Even so, if it will be of any
assistance to him, I will arrange
to have a copy of the depositions
made available to the honourable
member.

Mr. Tonkin: Thank you.

ADDRESS -IN-REPLY: THIRD DAY
Amendment to Motion

Debate resumed, from the 7th August,
on the following motion by Mr. Mitchell:-

That the following Address be pre-
sented to His Excellency the Lieuten-
ant-Governor in reply to the Speech
he has been pleased to deliver to
Parliament:-

May it please Your Excellency:
We, the members of the Legisla-
tive Assembly of the State of
Western Australia in Parliament
assembled, beg to express loyalty
to our Most Gracious Sovereign,
and to thank Your Excellency for
the Speech you have been pleased
to address to Parliament.

To whlich Mr, Hawkle had moved an
amendment:-

That the following words be added
to the motion:-

",However, we regret the failure
of the Government to meet
adequately the need in the

community for reasonable housing
accommodation and to maintain
employment for adults and young
people at higher levels."

MR.' NALDER (Katanning-Deputy
Premier) 15.14 p.m.]: I listened with
considerable interest to the speech made
by the Leader of the Opposition on the
Address-in-Reply last Thursday evening,
and I agree with many of the comments
he made--especially with some of the
points he referred to in the amendment
he has moved to this motion. The aspect
of his speech that particularly interested
me was his reference in the amendment
to the subjects of housing and unemploy-
ment.

The Leader of the Opposition did not
have very much to say on the two subjects
he raised, except to indicate the necessity
to provide sufficient housing accommoda-
tion for the public of Western Australia.
He went on to state how the housing
situation influenced families, young people,
and so on. The Government definitely
agrees that it is very important to satisfy
the housing needs of people living in the
towns and cities, or in the country. He
further developed his argument, but I felt
that he was not very enthusiastic about
the amendment he moved at the end of
his contribution to the debate.

Mr. Graham:, How would you know?
You were snoring.

Mr. NALDER: That is something which
the honourable member does pretty often,
so we appear to be two of a kind, This
was what the Leader of the Opposition
said when speaking on housing; "I think
it 19 true to say". He only thought. if
I know the Leader of the Opposition,
whenever he introduces a subject and dis-
cusses it, he is pretty emphatic. He uses
all his powers of eloquence to convince
his listeners that he is definite in his views
on the topic under discussion, and he
always conveys exactly his feelings on the
matter. When one introduces a subject
of which one is sure, one does not say,
"I think". One is much more definite.

Mr. J, Hegney: You are supposed to
think before you act.

Mr. NALDER: If the honourable mem-
ber always does that I am sure he will be
on safe ground. The housing position was
introduced and used as a reason to sup-
port the amendment to the Address -In-
Reply. The Government is very happy
to have the opportunity to tell this House
and the people of Western Australia that
it has been very active in the provision
of adequate houses;' not only that, but the
Government welcomes this opportunity for
discussion because it will be able to show
what has been achieved.

Mr. Graham: You will be corrected.

203
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Mr. NALDER: I want to place before
the H-ouse a few facts relating to the hous-
ing situation, and to state that the Gov-
ernment has not treated this subject as
being of little or no urgency. I adinit that
the Government is not fully satisfied, and
it wants to achieve just what the Leader
of the Opposition urged: it wants to make
houses available to the people as quickly
as possible.

The Leader of the Opposition, as well
as other members, knows there are limi-
tations to the Government providing
houses immediately they are applied for.
We only have to cast our minds back a few
years to realise how the housing situation
has improved. The figures I am about to
give will illustrate how the present Gov-
ernment has dealt with the housing posi-
tion.

When we came into office there were
approximately 8,000 applicants on the
books of the State Housing Commission.
This number included applicants in the
various categories-families with two units,
and others with more than two units. This
number had lodged applications with the
State Housing Commission, and included
people residing not only in the metropoli-
tan area,- but also in country districts.

Mr. Tonkin: Would that number include
war service home applicants?

Mr. NALDER: I understand it does. I
repeat: In 1959 there were 8,000 appli-
cants. In 1963, the present year, the figure
stands at 5.200. This Government has
brought about a reduction in the number
of applicants. waiting for State houses,
and this has been achieved despite our
efforts in other fields to strengthen the
economy and to increase the purchasing
power of the people. Yet the annual average
of new applicants has increased from 5.500
to 6,350: in other words, we have reduced
the waiting list, in spite of the total in-
crease of more than 3.000 in the lodgment
of applications. There is a greater num-
ber of applications, but the Government
has reduced the waiting list.

Mr. Tonkin-, What is the waiting period?

Mr. NALDER: In the vicinity of 2-.4 years.
Mr. Tonkin: The other day you said it

was 18 months.
Mr. NALDER: It was three years pre-

viously, but at present it has been reduced
to 24 years. That proves things are not
as bad as indicated by the Leader of the
Opposition when he moved the amend-
ment.

Mr. Heal: You are only dealing with
the early 1960 applications.

Mr. NALDER: If the honourable mem-
ber waits he will have an opportunity to
say what he wants to say.

Mr. Heal: I want you to tell the truth.

Mr. NALDER: Today the waiting period
of applicants is in the vicinity of 2J years.
and that is the maximum. Furthermore,
the waiting period of applicants who re-
quire houses under the various purchase
schemes has been reduced. During the
period I referred to there was a three-
year wait in satisfying the demand, but
this waiting time has been reduced to 12
months, and that is a definite improve-
mnent compared with the waiting time
which applied when the previous Govern-
ment was in office.

Mr. Graham: Last week a client was
told that the waiting period was 20
months.

Mr. NALDER: I shall have the oppor-
tunity to disprove the point made by the
honourable member.

Mr. Hawke: When?

Mr. NALDER: Later on in this debate.
MVr. Tonkin: The

stated in this House
period was 18 months.

Minister recently
that the waiting

Mr. NALDER: This information I am
placing before the House has come from
the State Housing Commission.

Mr. Tonkin: Where did the Minister get
his previous information?

Mr. NALDER: I am giving the informa-
tion which has been supplied to me. r take
it the information is authentic.

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): order!E
I will not have any more interjections.

Mr. NALDER: In addition to improving
the housing position as I have illustrated.
this Government has had to satisfy the
housing demands brought about by the
influx of migrants as a result of the special
Government mission. Of those migrants.
291 have been provided with satisfactory
houses. They were brought to Western
Australia to fill the demand for skilled
workers in the expanding industries here.

In addition, the Government has satis-
fied the housing needs of 616 emergent
cases. members are fully aware that when
urgent cases are brought before the State
Housing Commission, they have to be dealt
with under the category of "emergent,"
and the 616 cases represent quite a size-
able number successfully dealt with by the
commission.

This Government has also encouraged
the policy of home ownership by the
people. it is a laudable means of assist-
ing young people; and, as pointed out by
the Leader of the opposition, where satis-
factory houses are provided by the State
Housing Commission, there is an inclina-
tion by the applicants to purchase them.

In this respect the figures for the
past few years are interesting. In 1958
the number of people seeking home owner-
ship represented 51 per cent. of those who
were allocated houses by the commission.
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At that time the houses were mainly of
timber frame construction. At the present
time the Percentage has increased to 70
per cent., and most of the homes now
being provided are brick veneer, or double
brick. This trend Indicates the increased
desire by people to own their own homes,
and they are able to do that through the
various schemes for obtaining finance.

Mr. Graham: They do that because
there is a shorter waiting period for pur-
chase homes.

Mr. NALDER: It is a policy worthy of
commendation to encourage more people
to own their homes. The Govern-
ment advocates that policy because it
brings about an improvement in the living
conditions of the people. When people
own their homes we know that they are
happy and satisfied in the districts whkere
they have been allocated houses.

Mr. J. Hegney: What is the waiting
period under the home-ownership system?

Mr. NALDER: I understand it is 12
months, but the member for Balcatta said
that was not correct. The Government's
housing policy has not only been imple-
mented in the metropolitan area;
we have also given consideration to appli-
cants living in the country and in various
parts of the State. In other words, the
Government has encouraged decentralisa-
tion by endeavouring to meet the housing
demands of country districts, where there
is an opportunity for more people to be
employed.

There is an increasing demand by busi-
ness people in the country for labour, and
more people will be induced to work In
the country if they can be provided with
houses. The Government has given con-
sideration to that aspect, and it is in-
teresting to compare some figures for past
years. During the six years of the Hawke
Government 187? houses were built in the
north-west of the State by the housing
commission. The present Government has
increased the house-building rate for the
north-west to a figure of over 100 per year.
That means an increase from 30 houses
per year during the six years of the Hawke
Government, to 100 houses per year under
the present Government.

Mr. Davies: What are the towns
affected?

Mr. NALDER: That applies to the north.
I cannot give the information required by
the honourable member at this stage, but
I shall see that he gets it in due course.

Mr. Rhatigan: Taking the position dur-
ing the McLarty-Watts Government's
six years of office, only six houses were
built in the Kimberley in that period.

Mr. NALDER: Another interesting fea-
ture Is that the Government has assisted
in providing technical services, advice, and
so on, to groups of people and organisa-
tions who have taken advantage of the

Commonwealth Aged Persons Homes Act.
This type of assistance has resulted in the
building of 256 flats. We know, of course,
that the number of rooms varies, but 256
flats have been built costing nearly
£500,000.

Mr. Graham: The Housing Commission
would have nothing to do with that.

Mr. NALDER: The Housing Commission,
I have just said, has offered every assist-
ance, advice, and help. I know this be-
cause some of these flats have been built
in my own electorate. As a matter of fact,
I am sorry I did not bring a letter I re-
ceived only the other day in which the
writer expressed his thanks to the Minister
for Housing and officers of the Housing
Commission for their help and assistance
given in connection with Bethsham, the
aged people's home in itatanning. There-
fore, it is ridiculous for the member for
Balcatta to say the Housing Commission
has had nothing to do with this.

Mr. Graham: It has not spent a penny
of its funds on them.

Mr. NALDER: Surely its advice and
help must be worth something.

Mr. Graham: You will be claiming
credit next for the house I have built
myself whilst this Government has been
in office.

Mr. NALDERt: The honourable member
would not catch me doing that. There are
a further 150 flats of this type to be built
in the next few months to the value of
£387,000. I think it has been clearly shown
from the facts and figures I have given
the House today that we have not been
sitting down on the job-

Mr. Graham: No; You have been lying
down!

Mr. NALDER: -but have been making
an attempt to overcome and meet the
problem of housing as it exists in Western
Australia today.

Mr. Gayfer: Hear, hear!
Mr. NALDER: The other matter men-

tioned by the Leader of the Opposition was
unemployment.

Mr. Graham: Hear, hear!
Mr. NALDER: This is a problem which

exists in every State of the Common-
wealth. We have it here in Western Aus-
tralia-

Mr. H. May: You're telling me!
Mr. NALDER: -and we are making a

determined effort to overcome the diffi-
culty. In a moment or two I will give
figures which will Prove how the position
has improved over the last three or four
Years in Western Australia.

In March. 1955. the State had 188,100
people in civilian employment. Within 18
months that figure had dropped by 5,200.
After three years the situation bad im-
proved a little but it was still 400 lower
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in March, 1959, than it was in March.
1956. That is. the position had not im-
Proved very much. As a matter of fact.
it was still lower after three years during
which the Hawke Government reigned. In
March, 1959, as I have just said, the figure
was still 400 lower than it had been in
March, 1956.

By comparison, in the first three years
of this Government the position was as
follows: There were 10.700 added to the
civilian work force, raising it, in that
three years, to 198,400. Now I just want
to ask you, Mr. Speaker, whether you feel
that this was an improvement in the
situation?

Mr. Heal: He is not allowed to Inter-
ject.

Mr. NALDER: There is no argument
about this. The Government had created
employment opportunities not only in the
city but also in the country and in the
north. These opportunities were not only
available to people In our own State but
they also induced People from the Eastern
States and overseas to come here. This
is borne out by the figures I have given
to the House.

Mr. H. May: Which was the year you
sent all the Spaniards over east?

Mr. NALER: Since then the rate of
increase has improved; and from the 1st
July, 1962, to April of this year-the last
month for which we have any positive in-
formation about the employment figures
-there were another 4.200 people in em-
ployment in Western Australia.

Mr. Graham: What about unemploy-
ment?

Mr. NALDER: This increase of 4,200
raised the figure to the all-time record
in Western Australia of 202,600, which is
the figure at present. These figures speak
for themselves.

Now let us turn to the unemployment
position. As I1 said earlier, and repeat
now, we are not satisfied with the posi-
tion: but we are doing everything possible
to improve It. When the Labor Govern-
ment was dismissed in 1959 unemploy-
ment stood in March of that year at 2.4
per cent. of the work force. In March of
this year-I am using the same month
because it is a fakrer comparison-the un-
employment was 2.1 per cent.; and, at the
end of June this year it was still 2.1 per
cent.

The Leader of the Opposition men-
tioned-and we all agree-that the June
period is one of the worst periods of any
year for the reasons outlined by him, these
being the seasonal conditions, the end of
the financial year, and so on. This is a
period when we expect-and cannot do
anything else but expect-that the posi-
tion will be bad.

Mr. Graham: Tell us about January of
this year.

Mr. NALER: Therefore I feel grateful
to the Leader of the Opposition for giving
us this opportunity to quote these figures,
because they indicate that this Govern-
ment has taken every opportunity firstly
to improve the housing, knowing full well
that if we have houses the people are
happy and satisfied; and, secondly, to im-
prove the employment position. This has
been borne out by the figures, which in-
dicate that we have increased employ-
ment opportunities; and I know the policy
of the Government in pushing forward
is going to still further increase employ-
ment opportunities and therefore decrease
unemployment. I hope the House will de-
feat this amendment.

MR. TONKIN (Melville-Deputy Leader
of the Opposition) [5.38 p.m.]: First of all
I want to deal with the question of housing.
because this is a very vital matter. In
the first instance, if a man Is unemployed
and has a house he is much better off than
the man who is unemployed and has no
house.

I am not at all surprised that we have
found ourselves in this position because I
endeavoured to direct the attention of the
Government to what was likely to happen
before the Lonnie mission went abroad. I
asked a series of questions at different
periods as to what special measures the
Government proposed to take to provide
the additional houses which would be re-
quired, because migrants were to be brought
to Western Australia under the promise of
a house.

I stated that unless some additional Pro-
vision were made to meet this obligation,
it would inevitably result In a worsening
of the position for our own applicants with
the result that the waiting period would be
considerably lengthened. Each time I was
told not to worry; that the Government
was watching the position. The Minister
for Railways kept referring to what was
being done in the private sector as much
as to say that if the Government did not
provide the houses someone else would,
and the houses would be available all
right.

What has been our experience? The
houses are simply not available at all. The
waiting period has been lengthened for our
own applicants instead of being reduced.
Migrants have been brought here who
could not be supplied with houses in
accordance with the undertaking which
the Government gave. These emergent
cases to which the Acting Premier referred
now have to wait months instead of Weeks
-and I repeat, wait months. The situa-
tion is getting to a stage where unless it is
grappled with quickly, instead of trying to
make excuses and explain it away, it will
be really chaotic.

It is significant that in recent weeks the
newspapers have been referring to the
housing situation. In The West Australian
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of the 11th March there was a heading,
"flank Head Seeks Survey on Housing"
and in the course of the article this
appears-

An impartial and authoritative sur-
vey should be made to establish an
accurate picture of Australia's real
housing position.

It goes on to say-
Estimates varied, but the general

feeling in the industry and the com-
munity was that building in Australia
was getting further behind housing
demand.

Now there is an authoritative statement
from People who are not used to making
idle statements. In their opinion
building in Australia is getting further and
further behind housing demand. As a
matter Of fact, that is the position; and
no wonder.

There are a number of contributing
factors. There is the influx of tradesmen
brought here from overseas; there is the
process which is going on of the demo-
lition of houses to build service stations,
and for other reasons; and the houses
which are being demolished are not being
replaced sufficiently quickly to take up the
slack. I personally have emergent cases
which have been on the list for months,
where previously emergent cases would be
dealt with in weeks. I have another article
here headed, "Migrants Tax the Housing
at Hunbury"; and another one-

Mr. Hovell: Don't you want to bring
migrants here?

Mr. TONKIN: I am dealing with hous-
ing now.

Mr. Court: He does not want to answer
that question.

Mr. TONKIN: I will answer it in time.
Of course I want migrants here, but I want
the Government to live up to Its obliga-
tions.

Mr. Hovell: It is doing so.
The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): Order!

Mr. TONKIN: We will see if it is as we
go along. The leading article in The West
Australian en Wednesday, the 20th March.
was headed, "Evictions Show Need for
Housing Survey." In the course of the
article it is stated-

It would be wise to make a
thorough survey of housing demands
in the light of the revitalised migra-
tion programme and quickening pro-
gress.

Among the questions that could be
examined are whether a greater pro-
Portion of building money should be
spent on flats and whether such flats
should be built in the city area to keep
a reasonable population level there.

Unless the Government can come to
grips with the situation, housing will
be a difficult Problem in the next few
years.

Now does that suggest that everything
which ought to be done is being done by
the Government to meet the situation?
Does that suggest the Position is not
worsening?

From time to time we are given figures
by the Government and I have reached
the stage where I refuse to accept them
because they are so contradictory. Let us
have a look at this position. The Acting
Premier just a few minutes ago re-
suimed his seat after giving his figures,
which he said he obtained from the Hous-
ing Commission. Last week I asked some
questions of the Minister representing the
Minister for Housing. The Minister did
not say he obtained the figures from the
Housing Commission; but I assume that
as he was replying on behalf of the Minis-
ter for Housing, they did come from there.
If they did not, well whence did they
come? And if they did, they need a lot
of reconciliation with some figures I am
going to quote.

In February of this year the Leader of
the Opposition had a letter written on his
behalf on the '7th February to the man-
ager of the State Housing Commission, and
the letter reads,-

Dear Mr. Hynain,

Would it be Possible to supply the
Hon. A. R. G. Hawke, M.L.A., with
answers to the following questions:-

1. Number of applicants for
rental homes awaiting alloca-
tion in both the metropolitan
area and the country area.

2. Number of applicants for
Purchase homes awaiting al-
location in both the metro-
politan area and the country
area.

3. What is the time lag for
rental homes and Purchase
homes?

4. What is the number of houses
for rental purposes under
construction?

5. What is the number of houses
under construction for pur-
chase?

6. What are the details of pen-
sioner units recently com-
pleted or under construction?

To that letter the Minister himself replied
-not an officer, who could have made a
mistake, but the Minister for Housing him-
self. His signature is on this letter-no
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Per procuration signature, but the Min-
ister's own signature to these figures. And
here is the answer-

Number of applicants for rental
homes waiting allocation in both the
metropolitan area and country area-
3,474.

rNumber of applicants for purchase
homes awaiting allocation in both the
metropolitan area and country area-
1,387.

Now a little arithmetic will show that the
total is 4,861, and that was in February
of this year. Last week the Minister told
us that there were 5,800 applicants-at the
30th June-and I quote from the Votes
and Proceedings. The question was as
follows: -

(1) Does he realise that the Govern-
ment in endeavouring to fulfil its
contractual obligations to migrant
tradesmen brought here under the
Lonnie scheme has increased the
waiting period for Western Aus-
tralian applicants to such an ex-
tent that emergent cases now re-
main unsatisfied for months?

(2) Has he considered the advisability
or otherwise of utilisirig a greater
proportion of the building money
available for the erection of fiats
similar to Wandana?

(3) What special measures, if any,
does the Government intend to
employ to prevent the present un-
satisfactory housing position from
deteriorating further?

The Minister said that the Government
does not agree that the housing position is
deteriorating. This is evident by the fob-
lowing:-

At year ended 30th June, 1959. there
were 7,985 applicants for Common-
wealth-State and State Housing Act
homes, and the number of houses com-
pleted under these schemes for the
year was 1,174. The waiting period
was then more than three years for
rental and purchase homes.

At the 30th June, 1963, the number
of applicants was 5,800.

That is a thousand more than the Minister
told the Leader of the Opposition in Feb-
ruary. A thousand more in that short
period and the waiting period quoted by
the Minister last week depended on the
locality, variable up to 30 months for
rental homes and variable up to 18 months
for purchase homes.

If we look at this letter from the Min-
ister written in February we find that he
said the time lag for rental homes was
from nil to two years: and for purchase
homes, a few months to 15 months. Now
are we to believe that, despite the fact that
the applications for homes have increased
by a thousand, the time lag has been

reduced-according to what the Acting
Premier told us this afternoon-to twelve
months?

Mr. Court: He said an average of
twelve months. That is reasonable.

Mr. TONKIN: On Tuesday of last week
the Minister for Housing said the time
was variable up to 30 months for rental
homes and 18 months for purchase homes.

Mr. Court: That is correct,
Mr. TONKIN4: According to the Acting

Premier there is now an improvement of
six months in the waiting period.

Mr. Court: He did not say that at all.
Mr. TONKIN: Yes he did.
Mr. Court: One period was variable and

the otter was an average. Those were the
figures he used.

Mr. TONKIN: We have the Minister at
his old tricks.

Mr. Court: I am quoting the verbiage
You used-variable and average.

Mr. TONKIN: If I am given an answer
that the position is variable from nil to
15 months, it is variable up to 15 months,
and I would say that means some appli-
cants have to wait 15 months.

Mr. Court: I would interpret it that
way.

Mr. TONKIN: You do not dispute that
either?

Mr. Court: No.
Mr. TONKIN: If some applicants have

to wait 15 months, how is it that with
a thousand more applicants the waiting
period is now 12 months?

Mr. Court: The average period is 12
months.

Mr. TONKIN: The Acting Premier did
not say that.

Mr. Court: Perhaps; I misunderstood
what he said.

Mr. TONKIN: There is no misunder-
standing at all. It amounts to a manipula-
tion of figures such as we are used to re-
ceiving from that side. Here are three
sets of figures, and it is impossible to re-
concile them. The Minister for Health,
on behalf of the Minister for Housing,
gave us one set last week: and then, when
it was suggested that they were incorrect,
he asked the question: "Are my figures
doubted?"

Obviously, there was good reason to
doubt them because a few months pre-
viously, over the Minister's own signature,
we had been given figures which could
not be reconciled with the answer we 're-
ceived here last week, and in like manner
it is impossible to reconcile the figures
which the Acting Premier produced this
afternoon.
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Of course, there is no attempt on the
part of the Government to place the true
position before members. It knows very
well that we are in no position to check
the figures other than on occasions such
as this when-as I have done now-we can
compare the answers given for a compar-
able period. And what does the comparison
show? It shows that the figures are most
unreliable and leaves us in the position
that we do not know what the true situa-
tion is. If what the Acting Premier said
this afternoon is factual with regard to a
certain period, why on earth is it necessary
to make urgent cases wait four or five
months if the ordinary cases can be satis-
fled in up to 12 months? Why must the
emergent cases have to wait up to four or
five months?

Mr. Grayden: Some people get them
immediately.

Mr. TONKIN: They do not get them
immediately in my district. They might
get immediate assistance in the district
represented by the member for South
Perth but not in the district of the mem-
ber for Melville. I have resigned myself
to the fact that if I get a notification
from the commission that an applicant
has been placed on the emergent list that
person will have to wait for three months.

Mr. Court: He wants a house in a par-
ticular area.

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): Order!
Mr. TONKIN: It is no good beating

about the bush. The situation is serious.
and it is worsening.

Mr. Court: Did you treat it as serious
when you were in office and had 8.00
applicants?

Mr. TONKIN: Yes.
Mr. Court: What did you do about it?
Mr. TONKIN: We built hundreds and

hundreds of houses.
Mr. Hawke: Thousands of houses.
Mr. TONKIN: 1 say this without the

slightest hesitation: So far as my district
is concerned the housing position is worse
now than it has been for the last three
years. It takes me longer to get emergent
cases attended to and I get more requests
for housing assistance every day.

Mr. Court: That is progress.
Mr. TONKIN: One of the reasons is

that the Government made no special
effort to provide houses to meet the obli-
gation which it gave to the people from
overseas.

Mr. Court: Yes we did.
Mr. TONKIN: The obligation was a

guaranteed house: and although the Gov-
ernment might shuffle now and say that
meant any house, from the propaganda
which was put up any reasonable person
would be entitled to assume that the

house which would be given to him would
be new. I spoke to a migrant woman, who
said to Mr. Lrnie-I have her name here
if it is wanted, and she is prepared to
swear an affldavit-"I have got a very nice
house, and if I am going to Western Aus-
tralia I want a nice house there"; and,
according to this woman, Mr. Lonnie said
to her, "When I say a new house I mean
a new house."

The Photographs that were shown were
of new houses. There was not a single
Photograph, so far as I can ascertain, of
a house other than a new house. In some
cases photographs of new suburbs were
shown and it was reasonable to assume,
even without those words I have just
quoted, that the houses to be provided for
the migrants if they came to Western Aus-
tralia were to be new houses which, after
they had lived in them for a time, they
would have an opportunity of buying.
That was the inducement.

Of course, the Government is in no
position to live up to that undertaking for
the simple reason that it has not got the
houses. It did not build the houses. And
if it endeavoured to meet that obligation
to all the People who have been brought
here, then the waiting list for our own
applicants would be further extended.

Mr. Court: There is still a great im-
provement on the Position wb'ch existed
when you were in office.

Mr. TONKIN: I am not too sure of that.
Mr. Court: You cannot dispute the

figures.
Mr. TONKIN: Which figures?
Mr. Court: The ones You just quoted.

Mr. TONKCIN: I asked the Acting Pre-
mier when he was speaking whether the
8,000 applicants he mentioned included
var service applications, and he said they
did.

Mr. Nalder: I said I understood they
did.

Mr. TONKIN: All right! You under-
stood it to include the war service appli-
cations; but the 5,000 you quoted did not.
So You have to make allowance for them.
It is an unfair comparison to say 5,000
applicants for purchase and rental homes
is the situation now as against 8,000 in
1959, when the 8.000 included war service
applicants. It is an unfair comparison
because the war service applicants have
to be added to the present figure.

Mr. Hawke: Misleading too.

Mr. TONKIN: It is a very misleading
picture. When one considers that the
position is worse to the extent that there
are a thousand more awaiting homes than
we are told was the case in February it is
hard to come to the conclusion that both
sets of figures were the correct figures.
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Mr. J. Hegney: It is 1,400 worse.
Mr. TONKIN: So the truth was not told

either in the first instance or in the second.
When this is the situation which confronts
us can we be blamed if we doubt the
figures completely?

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: You did not tell
the truth the other day about the period of
waiting.

Mr. TONKCIN: Didn't I?
Mr. Ross Hutchinson: No.
Mr. Court: And hit the headlines in

England with your original Statement,
damaging Western Australia.

Mr. W. Hegney: You ought to talk about
damaging Western Australia!

Mr. TONKIN: It is the Government's
own fault if the headlines reached
England; because the migrant in question
was brought here with an undertaking
that work would be provided for him and
he could be put on to at least four em-
ployers when, as a matter of fact, the
situation is that the work he was doing
is not available in Western Australia. So
he was brought here with no job to do.

Mr. Hawke: Under false pretences.
Mr. TONKIN: I saw a letter which he

received from the publicity officer of the
works where he had been employed all
his life asking him how he was getting on
in Western Australia,. So irrespective of any
action taken by me his story would have
gone to the works. He served his appren-
ticeship there and it was the only job he
had had In his life. He was taken from
a secure job and brought to Western Aus-
tralia for a non-existent job. Does the
Minister not think the people in Great
Britain ought to know that?

Mr. Court: That is not what you told
them, though. You said "five months,"
and that hit the headlines In Great Britain.

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearm an): Order!
Mr. TONKIN: I expressed my regret to

the House.
Mr. Bovell: Damaging Western Australia.
Mr. TONKIN: I expressed my regret

that I had inadvertently quoted five
months instead of two months; and the
explanation simply is that I confused two
cases. Immediately I got an opportunity.
and without a moment's delay, I advised
the House of my error. I was not aware
of it but I was told by the person con-
cerned, who happened to be in the gallery
and heard it. We have to say this in his
favour: He did not want any position
regarding himself misrepresented in the
slightest degree. He was concerned that
the explanation to the House was not com-
pletely exact; and so was I.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Top marks to him!
Mr. TONKIN: So was I; and at the first

opportunity I explained the situation to
the House.

Mr. Nalder: The trouble is that the posi-
tion has not been corrected in the papers
in England.

Mr. TONKIN: The difference between
what Ministers do and what I do is that
when I make a mis-statement I acknow-
ledge it; whereas Ministers go on making
them over and over again without any
acknowledgement. I pose this question:
Which are the correct figures on housing-
the figures which the Chief Secretary gave
the House on Tuesday, or the figures which
the Deputy Premier has given the House
today-and will there be any Correction in
regard to them?

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: My answers were
variable up to 18 months.

Mr. TONKIN: Which means that some
people have to wait 18 months.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: That is so. That
is according to the figures I have.

Mr. Court: Some people had to wait over
two years under your Government.

Mr. TONKIN: But according to the
Deputy Premier it is a 12 months' waiting
period. H-ow on earth can we fit some
people who have to wait up to 18 months
into a waiting period of 12 months?

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: I would think-
The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearm an): order!
Mr. TONKIN: There can be no argument

about that.
Mr. Graham: There is no waiting at

Collie!
Mr. Ross Hutchinson: I would think the

Minister's speech notes were condensed to
a point where the variable, or the full
meaning was not given.

Mr. TONKIN: I say very definitely that
the housing situation in Western Australia
is serious and is gradually getting worse.
It calls for some immediate action on the
part of the Government to correct the
situation, and I say there is an obligation
upon members of the Government to make
good their undertaking to the people they
brought here and not try to pass them off
with houses they call re-lets, which are
vacant because our own people do not
regard them as being good enough to go
into.

Mr. Court: That is not so.
Mr. TONKIN: Yes it is so.
Mr. Bovell: It is rubbish.
Mr.' Court:, Local people accept them in

the ordinary course of house letting.
Mr. TONKIN: Why are they empty?
Mr. Court: There is always a tran-

sition for those people going from point
A to point B.

Mr. TONKIN: I know!1 But how does
it come about that in some cases these
houses are offered to three or four people
who turn them down one after another?
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Mr. Court: Locality.
Mr. Nalder: You have evidence of that,

have you?

Mr. TONKIN: Yes.
Mr. Nalder: It will be interesting to

hear it.
Mr. TONKCIN: There is also the ques-

tion of Mr. Darling allocating houses.
There was evidence of that.

Mr. Bovell: That story has not been
told.

Mr. TONKIN: Did he take any notice
of It?

Mr. Bovell: But he doesn't allocate
houses.

Mr. TONKIN: Yes he does: or he did.
Mr. Bovell: No he doesn't.
Mr. TONKIN: The position might be

corrected now.
Mr. Bovell: He never did.
Mr. TONKIN: Now I would like to turn

to the employment situation; and in The
West Australian of the 30th March, 1962,
there is a heading which reads "Poser
will be to fill Jobs, says Brand."

Mr, Hawke: Good Lord!
Mr. Graham: He has a sense of humour,

hasn't he?
Mr. Bovell: We have an additional

18,000 citizens now.
Mr. TONKIN: The article reads--

Unemployment inl W.A. had fallen
by 120 in the past week, and the State
would have a real problem to find
enough workers by the middle of
June, Premier Brand said yesterday
in Forrest-Place.

Let us examine that-the State would
have a real problem to find enough
workers to fill the jobs. Of course, the
boot is on the other foot-the State has
a real problem to find enough jobs to
employ workers. That is the situation.

Mr. Court: That's what you hope.
Mr. TONKIN: That is the position and

not what I hope at all. That is the posi-
tion the figures show.

Mr. Court: The A.L.P. from one end
of Australia to the other has a vested
interest in unemployment.

Mr. Hawke: Rubbish!
Mr. TONKIN: What about this! This

is from The West Australian of the 16th,
July, which is not very long ago.

Mr. H. May: Very recent.
Mr. TONKIN: The heading is "W.A.

has Rise of 399 in Workless".
Mr. Court: That happens seasonally.

Your Leader explained all this to you.

Mr. TONKIN: It happens, yes. But
what did not happen was what the Pre-
mier said would happen.

Mr. Court: Yes it did.
Mr. TONKIN: It did not happen.
Mr. Court: We are still having diffi-

'culties--
Mr. TONKIN: It did not happen-the

problem of finding workers to fill the
j obs.

Mr. Court: We are still having difficul-
ties with some classifications.

Mr. TONKIN: I would say the Minister
is having difficulty in trying to think up
reasons.

Mr. Hawke: Not reasons; excuses.
Mr. Court: We will explain all this to

YOU.
Mr. TONKCIN: What possible justifica-

tion or excuse can be advanced for the
Premier of the State telling the people
the problem will be to find people to fill
the jobs when the unemployment situa-
tion is gradually worsening? Who could
be satisfied with the position regarding
young people? One would imagine, from
the way this is being advanced, that
school-leavers have created all the prob-
lems. But is this a new race of people
which has suddenly come into being?

Mr. Hawke: Early in the year the Min-
ister for Industrial Development was go-
ing to have them all employed in a week
or two.

Mr. TONKIN: There have always been
school- leavers.

Mr. Court: We have done very well
indeed with them.

Mr. TONKIN: And there will be a few
more very shortly. However, there will
always be sehool-leavers at some point of
time, and large numbers of them. Surely
the economy has to be so ordered that it
can find work for them. It is a tragic
situation that young people who have been
to school and who have endeavoured to
fit themselves for a job should, week after
week and month after month, he unable
to find a job. What do they do? Fill in
time at home or around coffee bars and
the like. Is it any wonder that some of
them are getting into trouble with the
police? There is an old saying: There
will be mischief for idle hands to do.

I personally know many of these young
girls who have come to me; and if not
personally, their parents have been to see
me seeking my assistance to try to get
them a job. They have been almost at
their wit's end and losing hope as each
Month goes by. Some of them have not
had a job in more than 12 months--sInce
they left school. That is a situation whiich
should cause anybody to be greatly woried
and concerned. I would not like it to
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happen to my daughter-to have to watch
her, knowing what was going on in her
mind about her inability to get a job.
Some special effort is required to handle
the situation.

I should now like to quote from The
West Australian of the 4th June this year.
The heading is "Many Young People Seek
Jobs in W.A." and the article reads--

More school-leaver's were seeking work
in Western Australia at the end of
April than in Victoria, South Australia
or Tasmania.

Yet we are led to believe that things are
going along so rippingly here that the
problem which was going to confront the
Government was to get enough workers to
fill the jobs!

Mr. Pletcher: What date was that?
Mr. TONKIN: It is The West Australian

of the 4th June this year. The article
continues--

The 957 young people in W.A. for
whom jobs had not been found by the
end of April consisted of 726 girls and
231 boys.

Of these, 171 boys and 585 girls
registered for work at metropolitan
offices of the Commonwealth Employ-
ment Service.

There were 3,045 unplaced school-
leaves's in N.S.W., 2,221 in Queensland,
894 in Victoria, 741 in South Australia
and 422 in Tasmania.

There were 2,612 boys and 5,668 girls
registered for work in Australia.

There is scant room for satisfaction in
figures which show that with regard to
that employment sector we are 'worse off
than Victoria, South Australia, and Tas-
mania. So how on earth can the Govern-
ment take the stand which it has: that
there is nothing to worry about with regard
to the matter; that it is all right; and
that it is an improvement on what it was?
That is no answer.

The Government has to get to grips with
this Question and make a special effort
to provide employment for these young
people; to give them an interest in life
and an incentive to behave themselves
and become part of the work force and
so make their contribution to the economy
of the State.

But what good is It to educate them and
give them an idea that we are equipping
them far employment if subsequently we
fail to provide any such employment for
thenm?

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

MVR. O'CONNOR (Mt. Lawley) [7.30
P.m.]: During last week several comments
were made by members of the Opposition
in this House regarding migrants brought
in from England by the Lonnie mission,

with Particular reference to the employ-.
ment and housing of these people.
Together with a number of members on
this side of the House I was most con-
cerned at some of the remarks that were
made, because I feel it is the duty of any
Government to honour promises it might
make to people whom it endeavours to
bring out from overseas.

Mr. Fletcher: Did it honour those
promises?

Mr. O'CONNOR: If the honourable
member waits a while he will find out. So
concerned was I at the remarks made, that
I visited a number of these migrants both
at home and at their places of employ-
ment. Before going any further I would
point out that I was very impressed with
the type of migrant brought out from
England. He appears to be a particularly
good type of person, and I offer my con-
gratulations to the mission on the selection
of the people that came to Australia.

My first visit was to a house in Nolla-
main, where I spoke to a young married
woman who had come to Australia some
time in January. She said that she was
very happy with the conditions that
existed here. She had been placed in a
house with which she was most satisfied,
and her husband had obtained employ-
ment after being here a few days. She
admitted that she had heard grumbles
from some people at the hostel, but said
she had nothing to complain about. She
was very happy with conditions here.

This young woman also mentioned that
in England her husband was earning about
£10 a week; whereas here he was earning
about £22 a week. She added that in Eng-
land they were living in a fiat and had
no car, but that here they were buying
their own home, and they also had a car.
They were very pleased to be here, and
they thought it was the right type of
country to which to bring their children.

F'rom Nollarnaxa I went to Victoria Park,
Bentley, and Manning. Without excep-
tion I had answers given to me similar to
those I received from the woman living at
Nollamara. One of the houses I visited at
Bentley had apparently been refused by
two or three other people; but, generally
speaking, the houses I saw were good types
of homes, which I am sure any of our
people would have been happy to have.

So far as employment was concerned,
most of the people I visited were fixed up
very quickly after their arrival. Quite a
few of them had been employed within two
or three days, and the majority of them
had found work within a week of arriving
here. They did say that some of them
thought they were going to get new homes
when they got here, but they did not know
where that originated. They assured me,
however, that nobody from the Lonnie
mission had given them that information.
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I would now like to touch on remarks
made last -week by the member for Fre-
mantle. I would first like to read an
extract from H-ansard. It is as follows:-

We are giving the House informa-
tion this evening. With reference to
that, I have notes in this notebook
which I have in my hand of an inter-
view I had with an unemployed fitter.
He asked me if I would be able to assist
him find employment. I asked him if
he had signed the vacant book in our
Fremantle union office, but he replied
he had not and I advised him to do so.
This is a fitter approaching my own
age. He will be told that he is too old
to be employed as a fitter and so will be
placed on the industrial scrap heap.
He mentioned the firms of Acme
Plumbers at Belmont, Gilbert and
Barker-and Calageries as employers
not paying penalty rates for over-
time. These are signs of the times.
The policy seems to be that if
employers can encourage as many
people as possible from overseas and
so have several people waiting outside
their gates applying for work, it gives
them an opportunity to say to appli-
cants who are being interviewed-
"Will you accept such and such con-
ditions?" And if the applicant replies
that he will not, the employer will say,
"Very well, there are people at the
gate who will." In consequence there
are men working overtime without
being paid overtime rates for such
work, although this is a contraven-
tion of the award. Such conditions do
exist.

In view of these facts we on this
side of the House are quite entitled to
take the Government to task on this
issue. When I was younger I saw a
similar situation to this developing at
the time when the Employers Federa-
tion held the big stick and the bar-
gaining power on unemployment.

This situation is developing today,
and here is the evidence to support it.

I think most of this speech is a figment
of the honourable member's imagination.
I have taken a little time to interview some
of the people from these firms to see what
position did exist. Firstly I called at the
firm of Gilbert & Barker, which is a
world-wide organisation. They were
amazed at the scurrilous accusations
made by the member for Fremnantlc in his
speech. Without any hesitation at all
their representatives showed mre the pay-
books and other records of the firm. It
was interesting to see that, during the
year, employees had received, on an aver-
age, between £1,100 and £1,600 in wages,
including overtime. Many thousands of
pounds a year was paid by that firm in
overtime; and for the last quarter £500
was paid in penalty rates. The firm in

question also has a number of other con-
ditions which are most beneficial to its
employees. For instance, the men who
were using service vehicles were permitted
to use those vehicles in the evening. There
was a good superannuation scheme, and
a good insurance scheme in existence.

While I was there I spoke to two men-
one from England, and one from Seotand.
I spoke to them individually; but the
answers they gave me to the questions I
asked were almost identical. I asked them
how they found conditions in Australia
as compared with those in England, and
they replied that they were not compar-
able. They said that work here was
better; there was a better liaison between
empoyer and employee; and that so far as
they were concerned they were earning
twice as much money here as they were in
England. They found conditions here gen-
erally much better. They Pointed out that
they had the opportunity of buying their
own homes and of owning their own
vehice.

The member for Fremlantle also spoke
about the Acme Plumbers at Belmont and
Calageries. I wonder if the member for
Fremnantle could tell me whether these
firms actually exist,

Mr. Fletcher: I do not know. That
was the information I obtained.

Mr. O'CONNOR: The honourable mem-
ber should confirm any information he
receives, because the statements he made
about these firms reflect generally on busi-
ness throughout Western Australia. As far
as I can ascertain these firms do not exist.
I approached the Master Plumbers Associ-
ation, and the Employers Federation, and
I also checked through the phone book;
apart from which I approached the Trade
Protection Society. But I could find no
record that these firms existed in Western
Australia. I would like to read the House
a certificate I have from the Registrar of
Companies. It reads as follows:-

Certificate of Registrar of Companies
relating to the Non-Registration of a

Business Name

I hereby certify that the name Acmre
Plumbers was not registered or deemed
to be registered under the Business
Names Act, 1962, on the twelfth day
of August, 1963.

Given under my hand at Perth
this twelfth day of August,
One Thousand nine hundred
and sixty-three.

T. Macfarlane,

Registrar of Companies.
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That one dealt with Acme Plumbers. I
have a further certificate from the Regis-
trar of Companies relating to the non-
registration of Calageries which reads as
f ollows:-

Certificate of Registrar of Companies
relating to the Non-Registration of

a Business Name
I hereby certify that the name

Calageries was not registered or
deemed to be registered under the
Business Names Act, 1962, on the
twelfth day of August. 1983.

Given under my hand at Perth
this twelfth day of August,
one thousand nine hundred
and sixty-three.

T. Macfarlane,
Registrar of Companies.

I have the certificates in my possession
if any member wishes to see them.

Statements such as those made by the
member for Fremantle can do nothing
but harm so far as migrants are concerned.
Apart from reflecting on business gener-
ally they reflect also very badly on West-
ern Australia itself-particularly overseas.
it would be better if members said no-
thing than made statements such as this,
which have no foundation at all.

There are, of course, those in the migrant
camp who have small grumbles, and who
in most cases have made themselves heard.
Generally speaking, however, statements
such as those made by the member for
Fremantle merely tend to incite a little
pimple into becoming a festering sore, to
the discredit of Western Australia gen-
erally.

MR. U. MAY (Collie) [7_42 p.m.]: I
am sorry the Deputy Premier is not in
his seat. I1 listened to his speech on the
subject of unemployment, and I cannot
understand why he looked so worried, par-
ticularly on account of the housing prob-
lem, because I can tell the Deputy Prem-
ier where be can lay his hands on at least
100 State Housing Commission homes, plus
a few war service homes, and also about
30 private homes.

I1 cannot understand all the fuss that
has been made about the shortage of
houses. That there are so many houses
vacant in the town of Collie is entirely
due to the action of the present Govern-
ment, when it put out of work on the
first day of January. 1961, between 300
and 500 people. That is what happened
at Collie. A great many of those people
had to leave town, because there was no
employment for them. A number of them
were buying their homes under the State
Housing Commission purchase homes
agreement. Some of them had paid from
25 per cent, up to 75 per cent. of the
purchase price; and because of their
termination of employment I received

many requests from such people asking to
be relieved of their obligations, and the
contract they had signed to purchase
these houses.

It the Government is in trouble with
its housing position, all it has to do is
to carry out a similar policy in other
country towns, By that, I mean a policy
similar to that which it put into force in
Collie, thus compelling people to leave
their homes. The Government would then
have Plenty of houses vacant. These
People from Collie lost everything. They
had to forgo all the goods they had on
time payment, and they lost the equity
they had built up in their homes. This
was all due to the action of the present
Government.

Most members will know-or they should
know, because I have spoken about it
often enough in this Chamber-that all
this happened because the present Gov-
ermnent wanted to save 10s. a ton on
coal. The Hawke Government had already
saved £500,000 a year without upsetting
the industry. Yet the present Govern-
ment wanted another £500,000., in order
to make £1,000,000. No industry in this
State or anywhere else, could withstand
such treatment and survive. And I want
to say this: By no means has this Gov-
ernmnt saved itself 10s. per ton on coal
as a result of the action it took in Collie.
Most of the houses concerned are empty
today, and have been since January, 1961.
and they are falling to pieces.

If the destruction of Collie was not in-
tended by the Government at the time,
why did it not make some provision in
regard to these houses? There should be
someone in charge to look after them and
they should be kept in a good state of re-
Pair. Instead of that, the houses are
going to rack and ruin. It is possible
for one to walk through where the glass
panels used to be. Anybody can get into
these houses.

Mr. Hall: Invisible glass.
Mr. H. MAY: The houses need paint-

ing. The boards are as bare as they
were prior to being painted when the
houses were erected. In addition, the win-
dows are smashed. When one takes into
consideration the amount of rent that has
been lost to the State Housing Commission
over the last three years, and the condition
in which the houses are today, one must
realise that there would be little left of
the 10s. per ton which the Government
proposed to save in regard to coal.

It Is very diffcult for the individual to
appreciate why the Government does this
sort of thing. Why is it necessary? I
do. not know how many of the people in
Bunbury are working on Laporte, or whe-
ther it is possible to shift some of these
houses to Bunbury in order to accommno-
date those people. I should say not, be-
cause I well remember, after the 1st Janu-
ary, when the Government shifted two
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of the houses of which I am speaking to
Brunswick Junction, that the action of so
doing cost more than the houses them-
selves. That is the sort of thing that isgoing on, and something should be done
so that it can be avoided. At this stage I
am not going to argue whether it was
necessary to put the people of Collie out
of employment, but the fact remains that
the Government dlid so, and the result is
as I have explained to the House.

I now wish to say something briefly in
regard to the building of fiats. People
with money, particularly in the metropoli-
tan area, are running wild investing in
flats. In my opinion in 25 years, or less.
this will be one of the biggest national
tragedies the country has ever bad. Who.
for the main part, are occuping these
flats? Newly married couples are doing so;
and there is no incentive for them to bring
up a family. There is no incentive for the
husband, after he gets home from work in
the evening, to cultivate a plot or garden
as we do in the ordinary run of things.

Mr. Guthrie: That defeats your argu-
ment, as he has nothing else to do.

Mr. H. MAY: The honourable member
has mentioned the point I am coming to.
In a few years those married couples will
get so sick and tired of looking at each
other that there will be more divorces and
scandals than this State has ever known.
It must be evident to the thick-headed
business people of the metropolitan area
what is going to happen. As I have al-
ready said, it will be a national tragedy.
I know of instances now where it is hap-
pening: yet the mad race goes on in the
capitalist class to build more of these flats
which are naturally filled by young people.

In most cases the wife is working as
well as the husband, and for the first
few years they are very comfortable; but
we do not find that people living in these
circumstances are Prepared to raise
families. They have no incentive at all.
After they get home and finish their even-
ing meal they have either to go out, or
sit and look at one another.

Mr. Graham: I could suggest one or
two alternatives.

Mr. H. MAY: I would suggest to the
member for Subiaco that it would take
a very fine looking lady to interest him
for 25 years.

Mr. Graham: I think you under-
estimate him.

Mr. H. MAY: I believe a certain class
of flats is very suitable for aged people;
but people with money have seen these
other fiats as a good investment. How-
ever, as far as the State is concerned it
is not going to prove to be a good invest-
ment. The number of these flats is in-
creasing, and within the next few years
that number will grow to the detriment of

the State and Australia, because they are
being erected in the other States as well.
No-one can deny it.

I rose to- assure the Acting Premier that
if he is short of houses he needs only to
go to Collie-I can Put him on to about
130 tomorrow morning. That should help
him out of some of his troubles.

Mr. Toms: They are not things you
throw away.

Mr. H. MAY: The Government gets rid
of people.

Mr. Heal: Isn't the Minister for Rail-
ways going to start new industries in
Collie?

Mr. H. MAY: I think I have said
enough to show that greater consideration
should be shown to a town when it loses
half of its population, and all that the
people previously enjoyed is gone. I do not
want to Pick on anybody in particular, but
the member for Subiaco appears to be very
amused. If he were concerned about the
matter, he would not have that smug smile
on his face at the moment.

Mr. Guthrie: I was thinking about your
flats, not the troubles at Collie.

Mr. H. MAY: The honourable member
would not have seen any of the troubles
at Collie.

Mr. Graham: Would not have seen-
stop.

Mr. H. MAY: I feel sorry for people
who are looking for accommodation-very
sorry indeed-but I do not feel a scrap
sorry for a Government of this. State that
is prepared, by its own action, to keep so
many houses unoccupied as there are in
Collie. Had I the time, I would have taken
a photograph of these houses to show
members of this Chamber what is going
on. Three years ago they were beautiful
well looked after homes with lawns and
gardens, and everybody perfectly happy.
Today, one would think a bomb had been
dropped on the place.

I do not know what the remedy is, but
I am fearful this Government will take It
into its head to attack some other towni.
It is not going to attack Bunbury, because
it is doing everything possible for that
town-and that will be another story when
I speak on the Address-In-Reply, so far
as a certain Minister is concerned.

I support the amendment moved by the
Leader of the Opposition and sincerely
hope no further action will be taken by
this Government to do to another town
in this State what it has done to Collie.

MRt. GRAYDEN (South Perth) [7.55
pi..: I naturally oppose this amendment
to the Address-in-Reply. In doing so I
want to say at the outset that if there
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was ever a lame duck censure motion
introduced in this House, surely it must be
this one.

Mr. Kelly: You should know your birds.

Mr. GRAYDEN: It was an attack started
most uncertainly on its way last Thursday
by the Leader of the opposition.

Mr. Rowberry: It was s0 important the
House was adjourned.

Mr. GRAYDEN: The Opposition refused
to move on it on Thursday; the motion
has been pushed forward today; and the
Opposition seems to have taken fright and
is veering off in all directions. Therefore,
the censure motion could be described as
the most ignominious censure motion ever.
It was introduced in a most ignominious
way. It was ignored on Thursday in a most
ignominious way: and, today, the effort of
the Opposition in support of it has been a
most ignomtinious one, and the motion
itself is going to meet a most ignominious
fate. In those circumstances I think we
can fairly describe it as a most ignomini-
ous censure motion.

Mr. W. Hegney: Useless repetition.

Mr. GRAYDEN: It is a traditional role of
the Opposition in Parliament to move a
censure motion early in the session; and
it is done for one specific Purpose. Par-
liament has been in recess for many
months. During the months of the recess
the Opposition has had an opportunity to
look around and examine the administra-
tion of the Government In all its spheres-

Mr. Heal: It does not take long to do
that.

Mr. GRAYDEN: -and single out what
it regards as the weaknesses of the ad-
ministration of the Government. That is
precisely what the Opposition has done
on this occasion. For seven or eight
months it has looked at the administra-
tion of the Government and tried to find
flaws which it could single out. The
weaknesses mentioned in the censure
motion are those the Opposition regards
as the most pronounced in the administra-
tion of the Government, the two things
singled out being housing and unemploy-
ment.

The very fact that these two things are
coupled in the censure motion is, in itself,
an indication of the weakness of the
arguments put forward by the Opposition.
We have all had experience of people who
go to the courts on various matters with
which they are concerned; and if they find
they have a good case they do one thing-
they Put one matter before the Court.
They put up one issue. If they have not
got a good case, they Put up lots of issues
in the hope that one may prove sucessful.

In this case the Opposition has made a
two-pronged attack in the hope that some-
where along the line the charges will stick.

Unfortunately however, because of the
facts quoted by the Deputy Premier, the
attack has virtually ended in a most
dismal failure.

Mr. Davies: Tt has not ended yet-it has
just only started.

Mr. GRAYDEN: Let us look at the type
of attack it has been. I repeat that the
two things at issue are the two things
which the Opposition regards the Govern-
ment as having been most remiss about.
Yet when the Leader of the opposition
moved his amendment on Thursday last.
what did he do? He spoke about housing,
certainly; he spoke about unemployment.
certainly; but his comments on housing
were confined to, at the most, a couple of
hundred words.

That is an extraordinary state of affairs.
If the Leader of the Opposition is con-
cerned with the state of housing in West-
ern Australia, one would have imagined
that in moving a censure motion he would
have a great deal to say about it. Instead
of that, he had, as I have said, only a
couple of hundred words to say. It may
have been a little more or a little less.
The fact remains that it will be only a
couple of paragraphs when printed in
Mansard, because I have the actual state-
ment here.

Today the Deputy Leader of the Opposi-
tion supported the censure motion, and the
crux of his criticism of the Government
was that there was some minor discrepancy
in the figures quoted by the Acting Premier
in comparison with some which were given
him in answer to a question in this House
last week, and also in comparison with
some figures which were apparently given
the Leader of the Opposition on the 1st
February this year when he wrote asking
for replies to certain questions. That was
the crux of the criticism of the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition.

He did not criticise housing -to any
extent. He merely criticised the figures
which were quoted; and there was a per-
fectly good explanation for that dis-
crepancy to which he drew attention. In
crie case the Acting Premier was apparently
taking an average, and in another case the
statement had been made that the waiting
time was up to 18 months. If that is all
that the Deputy Leader of the Opposition
can hang his hat on in respect of housing,
then it is a strange state of affairs indeed
and only highlights the most satisfactory
record this Government has in respect of
housing. Of course, the same thing applies
in connection with unemployment.

However, on this question of housing,
let me just reiterate the figures given by
the Acting Premier which so completely
refute everything that has been said by
the Opposition and indicate what a tre-
mendous job this Government has achieved
in comparison with the Hawke Labor
Government when it was in office for six
years prior to 1959.
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A Labor Member: I still don't think You
will make Cabinet!

Mr. GRAYDEN: Although I know the
members of the Opposition do not like it,
the situation is that in 1959 when the
Hawke Labor Government went out of
office there were 8,000 outstanding appli-
cations for homes of all classes. There
were 8,000 people who urgently wanted
homes. In 1963, on figures given by the
Acting Premier-and he made it quite clear
that he was not sure whether these in-
cluded war service homes or not-the
position is simply 5,800 applications out-
standing for homes of all classes.

Even assuming that those figures do not
include war service homes-and it is quite
possible they do: although it would not
be a substantial number, anyway-it
proves that there has been a tremendous
improvement notwithstanding the fact
that there has been a great influx of
People into this State. There are far
more people in Western Australia now
than there were in 1959. Therefore one
would expect to find-and could reason-
ably expect to find-that the number of
people waiting for homes today was in
excess of the figure in 1959. One could
expect that, and I am sure the Opposition
would net be able to validly criticise that
state of affairs if it did exist; but the fact
is that it does not exist notwithstanding
this huge influx.

Last year alone in Western Australia we
had 125.000 migrants come into the
country and Western Australia re-
ceived its share of these; that is, apart
from the births that have taken place in
the years since the Labor Government was
in office. Despite this fact we have fewer
people waiting for homes today than were
waiting when the Hawke Government went
out of office in 1959. Those figures surely
completely refute virtually everything that
has been said by the Opposition on the
question of housing, and highlight the
fact that the Opposition has had no occa-
sion to move a censure motion on housing
this session.

I now desire to pursue those figures. I
repeat that I am only emphasising the
figures quoted by the Acting Premier.

Mr. Fletcher: Why don't you get some
fictitious ones of your own?

Mr. GRAYDKN: It is all very well for
the member for Fremantle to talk about
fictitious things. Although it was only a
few moments ago, I will refresh his mem-
ory on the fact that the member for
Mt. Lawley-

Mr. Fletcher: North Perth.

Mr. ORAYDEN: I am sorry; the mem-
ber for North Perth.

Mr. Court: You were right the first
time; it is the member for Mount Lawley.

Mr. GRAYDEN: Yes, the member for
Mt, Lawley. I am mare concerned with
the facts of the case than with the elect-
orate the honourable member represents.
The Point is that the member for Fre-
mantle should be the last person to talk
about discrepancies or inaccuracies, be-
cause a few days ago he told this House
that some migrant was having difficulty
in getting a job, or something to that
effect, and be quoted certain firms.

Mr. Fletcher: And I will tell you more
about it, too.

Mr. ORAYDEN: The member for Mt.
Lawley was able to tell us a few moments
ago that after making exhaustive inquiries
and contacting plumbers and all people
associated with the type of work mentioned
by the member for Fremantle, be was
unable to find whether these firms did
exist. Then the member for Mt. Lawley
went further and contacted the Registrar
of Companies, and actually obtained a
letter from that office to the effect that
the companies which the member for
Fremantle quoted did not exist. Well,
that is a most extraordinary state of
affairs, and I will be most interested to
hear the member for Fremantle give his
explanation of that discrepancy.

We have already had han instance of a
discrepancy on the part of the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition. The other night
in this House he told us that some poor
migrant had been out of work for five
months; and then he had to get up the
following day and say it was not five
months but three months.

Mr. Court: Two months.
Mr. Jamieson, What does it matter how

long it was? He should not be out of
work at all.

Mr. GRAYDEN: But in the meantime
this information was printed in Britain,
headlined in the Press. What sort of
outlook will the British people have of
Western Australia when that sort of thing
is published? The apology by the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition will not be pub-
lished, so we know that due to this unfor-
tunate happening for which the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition must accept full
responsibility, migrants in Great Britain
have been Prejudiced against Western
Australia. So, do not let the member
for Fremantle talk about discrepancies.

Now, on this question of figures, we find
that not only has this Government greatly
improved the housing position in Western
Australia since it came into office, as Is
evidenced by the figures I have quoted,
but it has gone out of its way to allow
migrants and other people who obtain
rental homes from the State Housing
Commission to Purchase those homes. Of
course, we also have others who go to the
Housing Commission and actually, from
the commencement, purchase their homes.
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That happy state of affairs has not
always existed to the same extent, because
when the Hawke Government went out
of office in 1959 only 51 per cent. of all
the people who obtained homes from the
Housing Commission went on to purchase
them. Now, as a result of the activities of
this Government, 70 per cent. of people
who obtain homes from the State Housing
Commission go on to - purchase them.
We on this side of the House think that
is a very fine state of affairs, because we
go out of our way to encourage home
ownership. But members of the Opposi-
ion do not like home ownership, because

they think it makes a man a little
capitalist,

Mr. Kelly: Don't talk rot!
Mr. GRAYDEN: It Is all very well for

members of the Opposition to jeer, but
not many years ago we had a classic In-
stance of one of their Federal Ministers
coming straight out and telling the people
of Australia what the policy of the Labor
Party was on this particular subject, and
he made that statement.

Mr. Kelly: Who is romancing now?
Mr. GRAYDEN: He said he was opposed

to people having their own homes, because
it made them little capitalists. When the
Hawke Labor Government was in office,
what happened? Fifty per cent, of the
people went on to purchase their own
homes. Today 72 per cent, go on. And
that is not all: When the Hawkce Labor
Government went out in 1959 the type of
homes people were purchasing were mostly
wooden homes. Today they are mostly
brick veneer homes, which is a definite
improvement. So we have another in-
stance of how this Government is Solving
the housing problem.

In view of those facts how can members
of the Opposition criticise the housing
position in Western Australia today? How
can they validly move an amendment to
the Address-in-Reply which amounts to a
censure motion on this issue? Not only
has this Government reduced the number
of people in Western Australia who arc
waiting for homes, notwithstanding the
great influx in our population, but it has
gone out of Its way to provide 616 homes
for emergent eases. I shall have more to
say about that particular aspect in a
moment.

In 1959 when the Hawke Labor Govern-
ment went out of office, the waiting period
for homes was three years. Today for
rental homes it is at the most 2J years
and for straight-out purchase homes it is
in the vicinity of only one year. In the
case of purchase homes we have a waiting
time of one year as opposed to three years
only four years ago-one year in contrast
to three years.

The Acting Premier mentioned that the
State Housing Commission had gone out
of its way to render assistance to all sorts

of organisations and has, therefore,
contributed to overcoming the housing
shortage. The Deputy Leader of the
Opposition, in criticising the Government,
in his support of this amendment to the
Address -in -Reply, quoted from The West
Australian. He quoted from, I under-
stand, a subeditorial which said something
about the position In Australia concern-
Ing housing becoming increasingly worse.

Firstly, I would like to say this; It is
an extraordinary thing that the Deputy-
Leader of the Opposition should quote
from The West Australian and put that
forward in support of his argument, be-
cause on every other occasion the Deputy-
Leader of the Opposition has not wanted
to have a bar of anything that The West
Australian said. Yet on this occasion, be-
cause he has been groping around search-
ing for something In order to bolster up
this censure motion, he has quoted from
The West Australian. That is an extra-
ordinary state of affairs indeed!

The next occasion that the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition quotes from The
WRest Australian, and tells this House that
it cannot believe anything that The West
Australian says, I hope somebody will re-
mnind him that today be quoted from The
West Australian in support of his argu-
ment.

Mr. Toms: It Is not often it is on the
right track.

Mr. GRAYDEN: The extraordinary
thing was this: that which he quoted was
to the effect that the overall housing
position In Western Australia was getting
increasingly worse. But a moment's re-
flection of what was contained in that
subeditorial would have highlighted the
fact that Western Australia must be doing
infinitely better than any of the other
States; because if the position Is getting
increasingly worse throughout Australia,
then that position should apply also to
Western Australia. But instead of that,
the reverse is the case.

It would appear, from what the Deputy-
Leader of the Opposition quoted, that
Western Australia stands alone in this
respect; that the position in regard to
housing is better here than in any of the
other States. There is no other conclu-
sion which can be drawn from the quota-
tion which the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition read.

I am not going to continue with the
question of discrepancies. If the Deputy
Leader of the opposition cannot, on every
possible occasion, produce valid arguments,
he fails back on querying the figures
which are put forward. He has not been
able to dispute the fact that there are
far less applicants for homes today than
there were in 1959 when the Hawke Labor
Government went out of office. He has
not been able to produce anything which
would refute those figures. He apparently
accepts them. B~ut he has pointed out
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the fact that when replying to a question
in this House, I think last week, the
Deputy Premier mentioned there was a
waiting period of 18 months, whereas to-
night he said the period was 12 months.

Tonight the Deputy Premier was simply
giving an average figure, whereas a few
days ago he was referring to a maximum
period. On that tiny little discrepancy,
for which there is a complete answer, the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition chose to
make all sorts of extreme statements. He
said there was no attempt on the part
of the Government to state the true posi-
tion regarding housing-no attempt, not-
withstanding that we have had all these
figures quoted; notwithstanding that a
week ago the Deputy Leader of the Opposi-
tion asked questions in Parliament and was
given the figures in reply; notwithstand-
ing that on the 1st February the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition wrote for and
was given the figures. And now, notwith-
standing all these factors, he comnes along
and makes this outrageous statement. Of
course there is no substance of truth in it,
and well the Deputy Leader of the Opposi-
tion knows that.

He went on to say that the position in
respect of housing was worse now than it
has been for three years. Again, that is
an extraordinary statement. He went on
to say that emergent cases waited
five months; and again I say that is an
extraordinary statement.

Mr. Graham: What is the position?

Mr. GRAYDEN: It would imply that the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition is not
conversant with the system which we have
in Western Australia regarding emergent
cases.

Mr. Graham: You tell us.
Mr. GRAYDEN: Certainly we have, as

has been said, 5,800 applicants for homes
in Western Australia. Some of these people
might at the present time be well housed.
extremely well housed indeed. Some may
have preferred to have their own accom-
modation, a better type of accommodation
than that provided by the State Housing
Commission. However, they considered
that the rent would be a little high; so
they decided they would like to have a
State Housing Commission home, and they
applied for one. The figure does not take
into consideration how a number of those
people are housed at present. A lot of
people who apply do not require accom-
modation.

The Housing Commission has had to do
something to ensure that those people who
urgently need homes get them. Some time
ago-but still in the life of this Govern-
ment-the Government set up what is
known as an emergent committee. The
committee meets once a week, or more
often if necessary, to consider outstanding
applications--cases of extreme hardship.

Every member of this House should be
conversant with that emergent committee.
When people are seriously in trouble con-
cerning housing the first person they go
to is their local member. He studies the
case, and if he feels that it is an emergency
and accommodation is urgently required,
he simply rings up one man at the
Housing Commission; namely, a per-
sonnel officer who has been appointed
as a liaison officer between members
of Parliament and the Commission.

Members can be assured that they can
ring up this man at any time during the
working day and they will get prompt at-
tention. Every member, therefore, has had
that experience. In my own case it might
be several times a week. I ring up the
liaison officer. I explain the situation, and
ask him to get the file. Then I go down
to see him, or ring him later in respect of
it. If it is an urgent case I go down to
see him, as should all members; and most
of them do, of course.

If there is a really urgent case the liai-
son officer passes it on immediately to the
emergent committee; in other words, it is
considered that very week. A special meet-
ing of the emergent committee would be
called if the case warranted it; and if, after
consideration by the committee, it was con-
sidered that the case was really urgent the
person concerned would be granted a home
out of priority. He may have applied only
three days before; he may have applied
only on the day he actually saw his mem-
ber of Parliament; but he gets his home
virtually immediately.

Mr. Graham: What rot!
Mr. GRAYDEN: If he is working at

Fremantle and he applies for a home in
the Fremantle area to be nearer his work
he may have to wait for a while until a
home becomes available.

Mr. Fletcher: I'll say!

Mr. GRAYDEN: That would account for
the five months' period mentioned by the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition. If a man
wants a home in a certain locality, to be
next door to his job, naturally he has to
wait until one becomes available. Yet the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition has given
the impression, apparently deliberately,
that when a person is considered for
emergent treatment, even though his appli-
cation is approved he has to go away and
wait for another five months. Nothing
could be further from the truth.

With all the emergent cases I have sub-
mitted-and I have submitted plenty of
them-I have never had one where the
people have had to wait for five months.
But I have had myriads where a house
has come up within a week, or even quicker
than that if the situation warranted it.
In those circumstances it is idle for the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition to come
to this House and talk in the terms he
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did this evening. I repeat: It only em-
phasizes the fact that he is not conversant
with the emergent system at the State
Housing Commission.

Another salient point that emerges from
the argument is this: It helps to explain
why there is a 24 Years' waiting list, or a
one year's waiting list in the case of those
who want to purchase rental homes. These
people have applied in the normal course of
events, and they know they have to go to
the bottom of the list and wait until their
name comes to the head of the list. It is
a 24-year period because of the number of
applications approved by the emergent
committee. It is constantly taking people
out of their normal priority and giving
them homes as they become available.
That is why people are waiting for 2k1
years--because people are getting homes
out of priority; and I for one think that
is a very good thing. If a person really
wants a home, give him a home!

Is the Deputy Leader of the Opposition
criticising that system? Would any mem-
ber of the Opposition criticise that system?
Then what are they criticising in respect
of this matter? Are they criticising the 21-
year wait that the normal applicant has
to undergo, when applicants during the
time of the Hawke Labor Government had
to wait three years? Really what are they
criticising? I would say that they have no
valid criticism to offer.

There is one point about the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition's speech with
which I did agree and that is that the
housing position is serious. Notwithstand-
ing what I have said, it is serious. But I
repeat: It is far better now, notwithstand-
ing the influx of people into the State in
the last four years. than it was when the
Hawke Labor Government went out of
office. To my mind, and to the mind of
every member on this side, the housing
position is serious. We are looking for
ways to speed up the housing programme,
possibly by granting loans to young mar-
ried people. That is the sort of improve-
ment we want to see in the housing posi-
tion in Western Australia. But have we
bad any constructive suggestions from the
Opposition in respect of this question?
Of course we have not!

Who has spoken from the Opposition
side? The Leader of the Opposition spoke.
He had an opportunity to speak for an
hour or more when he moved this censure
motion in regard to housing. He could
have highlighted what was required in
Western Australia; he could have pushed
the case for loans to young married people,
and that sort of thing, in respect of hous-
ing. He could have pointed out the bottle-
necks in the State Housing Commission
and ways to help people get homes.
But did he do those things? Of course
he did not! He spoke on the question of
housing for possibly three minutes-prob-
ably 200 words, maybe a little more or

a little less. But, as I said a little earlier,
what he said in this connection fills vir-
tually only two paragraphs in Hansard.
That is the contribution of the Leader
of the Opposition in respect of housing:. so
obviously he is not very worried about it.

Today we had the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition speaking. What did be
say in respect of improving the housing
position in Western Australia? Did he
talk about loans for young married people?
Did he tell us how we could improve the
housing position in Western Australia? Of
course he did not! He talked about a
discrepancy in the waiting time, and.
whether it was 12 months or 18 months.
That is what he criticised.

In those circumstances I think you will
agree with me, Mr. Speaker-and I would
say everybody in the House, on both sides.
regards you as a most impartial chairman.
because that is the comment made by
members opposite in the corridors and
everywhere else-that if You were asked
to adjudicate on this issue, on the facts
which have been placed before you by the
Leader of the Opposition and the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition, and those which
were given to you by the Deputy Premier,
you would have no option but to dismiss
as foolish in the extreme the censure
motion which has been launched by the
Opposition an the question of housing,
linked as it is with unemployment.'

Any impartial person, after listening to
the facts-that there are only 5,800 appli-
cants for homes today in contrast
with many more four years ago when
the Hawke Labor Government went out
of office-would have to come to the con-
clusion that the position is immueasurably
better today, especially as we have so many
more People in the State than we had
when the Hawke Labor Government went
out of office.

Therefore, when I described the censure
motion as an ignominious affair, starting
o)ff ignominiously, proceeding ignomini-
ously, and undoubtedly coming to a most
ignominious end, I am sure you will agree
with me, Sir, that I was completely justi-
fled in using that expression.

The other question I want to mention
is that of unemployment, because the cen-
sure motion links both housing and un-
employment. As I have pointed out al-
ready, normally when censure motions are
moved in this House they are confined to
one question; because the Opposition dur-
ing the recess has looked around for weak-
niesses in the administration of the Gov-
ernment and has seized upon the main
weakness. In those circustances the Op-
position pursues its censure motion with
the utmost tenacity and drives that one
point home.

But I have also pointed out that in this
instance the Opposition, after reviewing.
in its opinion, all the weaknesses in the
Government's administration, has been
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forced to fall back on the two Points
mentioned in the censure motion. It had
to fall back on two points because, on
the assumption that the Minister would
quote the relevant figures to blow out its
argument on housing, it could then fall
back on the subject of unemployment.

Mr. J. Hegney: It is a double-barrelled
gun.

Mr. GRAYDEN: It is a double-barrel-
led gun for the reason I have given.
Further, if it is a double barrel one of the
barrels apparently has blown up. When
first mooted, this censure motion was go-
ing to be a great Labor cracker. However.
in the terms used by the children of
Western Australia, it has Proved to be
a fizzog. In the hope that some of the
statements it would make would stick, the
Labor Party has put forward this double-
barrelled censure motion. However, we
have seen how far off the mark it is on
the housing issue. Now let us deal with
the question of unemployment; because
this question, of course, is vital to mem-
bers of this House.

Mr. J. Hegney: It is vital to those who
are out of work.

Mr. GRAYDEN: Of course it is vital!
Of course, we in this Chamber know that
the members of the Opposition have a
vested interest in unemployment. How
true that is when an election comes along
in this State! We, on this side of the
House, are the ones who are criticised
when there is unemployment. It is cer-
tainly not the Labor Party. The Labor
Party goes to the people and says, "We
represent you. If we were in office we
would do something about it." It uses
unemployment at election times as a poli-
tical big stick.

It is those on this side of the House
who are embarrassed by unemployment,
and they are the parties who go out of
their way to alleviate the position. Un-
employment affects us politically and en-
hances the chances of the Opposition at
elect-ion time. That is one reason why we
go out of our way to alleviate unemploy-
ment, and that is why members of the
Opposition go out of their way to encour-
age it. That might be an extravagant
statement; but we can prove it, of course.

As I have said, this is the second issue
that has been raised in support of a cen-
sure motion. What do we find? What
is the position in respect of unemploy-
ment in Western Australia? The Acting
Premier said he was not going to compare
the unemployment figures in 1983 with
those of 1959. He was not going to
compare the unemployment position in
December, 1959, to that which applied in
April, 1963. He was going to compare two
identical months. Therefore, he took the
figures for March, 1959-when the Hawke
Labor Government went out of office after
being the Government in this State for

six years--which showed that 2.4 per cent.
of the work force were unemployed in this
State.

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): Order!I
The honourable member has another five
minutes.
Mr. GRAYDEN: Thank you, Mr.

Speaker. I will be as brief as possible.
What are the figures for March, 1963?
They show that 2.1 per cent. of the work
force was unemployed. That is a sub-
stantial improvement. Further, in June
of this year, which month everybody
knows is the worst of the year for unem-
ployment, 2.1 per cent. of the work force
was unemployed. There are many reasons,
of course, for that.

Another important feature about these
figures is that since March, 1959, to the
Present date, thousands and thousands of
additional workers have been placed in
employment in this State by the present
Government. Notwithstanding this, the
Present figures on unemployment are
better than those for March. 1959. They
are better for this reason: In 1959, after
six Years of Labor administration, our
economy was virtually at a standstill be-:
cause the Labor Party had shown no
initiative in attracting new industries to
Western Australia.

This Government has gone out of its
way to attract new industries to this State;
and, what is more, it has been substanti-
ally successful. It has been so successful
that it has attracted a large number of.
People to this State: and yet today it is
mna better position in regard to unemploy-
ment than when the Hawke Labor Gov-
ernment went out of office in 1959. I would
venture to say, too, that if there were a
change of Government we would revert
to the stagnation that was evident during
the administration of the Hawke Labor
Government.

Surely no-one would criticise what the
present Government has done to attract
new industries to this State! Surely no-.
one on the other side of the House would
do that! Remember, too, that it is the
secondary industries which are employing
additional workers. Although our rural
output has been greatly increased, not a
single additional worker has been added
to the rural work force. All the additional
employment has been afforded by the sec-
ondary industries.

I repeat, therefore, that it is this Gov-
ernment which has gone out of its way to
provide secondary industries which pro-
vide employment and opportunities for
our children. Instead of being censured
for the work it has done it deserves the
utmost approbation.

MR. GRAHAM (Balcatta) [8.38 p.m.]:
It was not long after the Brand Govern -
ment took office that we were to have the
commencement, unfortunately, of the best
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Part of six years of ballyhoo and propa-
ganda of all the mighty employment that
was about to take place; of how Western
Australia was reaching the stage of burst-
ing at the seams; how it was on the verge
of its great leap forward; how the eyes of
the world were upon Western Australia;
how Western Australia was starting to stir
from its slumber over the years; bow a new
day was dawning for the people of Western
Australia with its industrial expansion!1
Those were the statements that were made
after this Government took office.

We know only too well that the news-
Papers made great play on, and gave great
prominence to, those statements and pro-
duced their own articles in regard to what
was said. All of this was a dream of what
was likely to happen tomorrow, next year,
-or the year after. Publications by the
score were issued on fine, glossy, ivory
paper, on which pages also appeared
pictures and photographs in numerous
colours. This, of course, had the effect
of bamboozling many people in the com-
munity. They were carried away with this
repetition of false statements and every-
body was waiting for something really big
to happen, in connection with which the
people of this State would derive some
practical benefit.

For a long time I have been heartily
sick of this sort of propaganda; this brain-
washing of the people of Western Australia.
The Americans have a decent short word
for it. In their language they call it "crap."
That is the position today.

The people have been given words, and
I propose to demonstrate that it has been
words, and nothing else. In modern en-
lightened times it is to be assumed in any
country that there will be certain works
and activities which normally take Place.
But to indulge in this high-pressure props -
ganda of endeavouring to m~1re People be
lieve that something out of this world is
occurring, Is not being fair: it is being
false to the people, and I suggest It would
Play a part in undermining the faith and
confidence of the people in their parlia-
mentary representatives and, unfortun-
ately, in the parliamentary institution.

We had a repetition of that of which I
have spoken in the words which the Lieu-
tenant-Governor was compelled to read at
the opening of Parliament just recently.
On page 3 of his Speech we find the fol-
lowing:-

We record with pleasure that the
past 12 months has been a period of
further substantial progress for the
State.

Mr. 1. W. Manning: Hear, hear!
Mr. GRAHAM: If that were not suffi-

cient, on page 4 we find these words-
A feature of recent Years, and par-

ticularly last year, has been the
strength and diversity of the State's
development.

Mr. Bove 11: How true!
Mr. O'Neil: That's quite true.
Mr. GRAHAM: It would appear that

even some of the back-benchers have been
sucked in by this propaganda.

Mr. Hawke: Even the Minister for
Lands.

Mr. GRAHAM: Here is the position:
In reply to a question the other day the
Government acknowledged that under the
beading of taxation and charges It is re-
ceiving £18,000,000 a year more than the
greatest amount received by the Hawke
Labor Government. If we add to that the
additional moneys granted by the Loan
Council for loan expenditure, the addi-
tional moneys made available to local
authorities, the increased grant made
available to Western Australia under the
Federal Aid Roads Agreement, and semi-
governmental authorities' borrowing, it
would not be far short of the mark if I
said that this Government, in this finan-
cial Year, will have between £30,000,000 or
£40,000,000 more to spend than the Hawke
Labor Government had during its last year
of office.

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): I hope
the honourable member will relate his re-
marks to the amendment.

Mr. GRAHAM: Yes, Mr. Speaker; and I
hope and trust that you, Sir, together with
other members, will appreciate that what
I am endeavouring to do is to show there
has been a lot of talk with regard to the
development and expansion of the State;
and yet the unfortunate position with un-
employment and housing-the two features
that have been mentioned in this amend-
ment-is indeed a sorry one.

Mr. Bovell: What about the grain har-
vest last year-the biggest ever known?

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): Order!
Mr. GRAHAM: Might I suggest to the

Minister for Lands that he allow me to
make my speech? In addition to all this
extra money which the Government has.
received through the various media I have
mentioned, the economy of Western Aus-
tralia has been sick, in common with other
parts of Australia, because for the past
two years at least the Commonwealth Gov-
ernmient has had to give an infusion of
new blood-an injection. In other words,
financial grants and additional moneys
have been made available to the State to
help prop up the lagging economy.

But from what we had been previously
told there would not be any need for addi-
tional money coming in here. As a matter
of fact, in the words of the Premier, and
his ministers, the stage was reached where
there would be more jobs than workers;
snd it would be a matter of embarrassment
to the State; and therefore if more money
were given to us--if these statements were
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true-the State could not spend it, because
there were no more people to be employed.

Members may have noticed that only a
couple of months ago the Premier had
something to say in London about the
development of Western Australia. The
article was headed, "W.A. Story One of
Success", and an extract from it reads as
follows:-

Brand said part of his mission to the
United Kingdom was to get migrants
for Western Australia, and to put the
record straight on publicity which had
been given about migration from time
to time. Every one of the Lonnie
migrants had been found jobs within
a fortnight of arrival, and had been
placed in homes within 10 weeks.

I ask members to keep in their minds
that statement of the Premier. It is about
as reliable as some other statements made
by him and his Ministers, I would remind
the Minister for Industrial Development
that in June. 1960, he said that we were
urgently seeking migrants to supplement
our work force: and to help us cope with
known projects and others which are
expected. His leader in May of the follow-
ing year said Cabinet had discussed the
State's unemployment position and had
decided it would be necessary to prepare
for possible shortages of labour by the end
of this year. A little; later the Premier
said that by the end of the year industry
generally in Western Australia would prob-
ably be concerned about filling labour
requirements.

Tro give emphasis to that, the following
month the Premier said that with many
big development projects ahead, our main
concern would be to find enough workers
for the jobs that would be offering. Those
are very fine sentiments and, of course,
completely in accord with all this build-up
and ballyhoo to which the people of
Western Australia have been subjected for
the past four years or more. But what
is the position as indicated in the official
statistics? in the month of January, 1963,
there was the greatest number of persons
registered for unemployment in the history
of Western Australia over the last 25 years.

Mr. Williams: What was the percent-
age?

Mr. GRAHAM: The greatest number
unemployed over the last 25 years.

Mr. O'Neil: What was the percentage?

Mr. GRAHAM: I am not concerned
about percentages; but since the honour-
able member has asked me I would point
out that the percentage was the highest
of any period over the last 10 or 15 years.
The percentage was in fact 2.8. That per-
centage was never reached under that
poor administration known as the Hawke
Government! Yet it was 2.8 per cent.
under this glamour Government which has

been in offlce for 4A years; and which
allegedly has achieved so much for this
State that we are bunsting at the seams.

The official figures. of course, give the lie
to those false claims on the part of the
Government. Now we have the Govern-
ment and its supporters writhing in their
seats, and trying to wriggle out of the
difficulty. We see in the Press--in the
Industrial and Mining Review and in that
rag called the News Review, which is non-
party, non-sectarian, and all the rest-an
explanation that the employment figures
misrepresent the situation; that we cannot
take the figures given to us by the Govern-
ment Statistician; and that it is necessary
to look at them from another paint of
view.

So we find that all the organs of propa-
ganda which fall behind this Government,
and which prop and support it, are being
struck by their consciences, and they axe
seeking ways and means of explaining
away this situation that has been created
during the time we were led to believe that
everything in the garden was lovely.

I uan not so much interested in percent-
ages, or how many more people are
employed now as against some other time.
What I am concerned about is the thou-
sands of people who are workless at the
present moment, and the volume and
degree of suffering which they. and their
families are experiencing.

I think I mentioned on another occasion
that during the height of the depression
in Western Australia in the 1930's there
were then far more people in employment
than there were 20 or 30 years before. Do
members opposite think the Government
should have patted itself on the back by
saying conditions were as they ought to
be, because more people were working in
the early i1930's than in 1900?

Mr. Court: How do you explain the fall
in the work force while you were the Gov-
ernment?

Mr. GRAHAM: There will always be rises
and falls, as this Government knows only
too well, because in the last couple of
years when this Government claimed to
have reached the climax of success with
the establishment of various industries, it
created in two succeeding years two new
State records of the totsl number of people
unemployed in Western Australia. These
are not figures I have drawn from my mind
or from an unreliable source; these are the
official figures supplied from Common-
wealth sources.

Because of a lack of facilities in clerical
assistance and in filing of documents, etc..
it has not been possible for me, as a private
member, to have anywhere near complete
records; however, I find from a few news-
Paper clippings before me that under the
present Government the following events
have taken Place:-

The tobacco industry has had the
"bomb".
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The whaling industry is about on its
last legs.

The pearl shell industry is on the
decline.

The W.A. flax industry is to close
this year.

The birthrate is at the lowest level
since the war.

Mr. Hawke: It sounds like a lack of
confidence.

Mr. GRAHAM: it is true to say that
when economic conditions are bad or
uncertain there is a fall in the birthrate.
Anyone can check that, because during the
depression years the birthrate reached the
lowest level over the last 50 years. That
shows what the people think about birth
during a depression.

Mr. Ross Hutchin son: What about the
position of the savings banks accounts of
the people?

Mr. GRAHAM: I -am not at the moment
concerned with what has happened to this
or that. The honourable member should
wait until I have finished my remarks. If
he would then put his questions, and if I
had the time, I would deal with them.
Other random headlines which have ap-
peared in the newspapers since this Gov-
ernment took office are as follows:-

Timber Exports Decline.
Workers Quit Hedland.
Whaling in North-West Can Finish.
Some Have Hope as Town Awaits the

Axe.
The last refers to the town of. Bullfinch.

Mr. Rowberry: Bull what?

Mr. GRAHAM: That almost rhymes with
the line of propaganda of this Government,
Other headlines are-

W.A. Potato Growers Facing Selling
Crisis.

Migrants rind Jobs Gone on Arrival.
From the annual report of the Associated
Sawmillers we discover that the Production
of Western Australian hardwoods has
fallen oif. During the six years when the
last Labor Government was in office an
average of over 213,000,000 super feet of
sawn timber was produced in Western
Australia: during the term of office of the
present Government the production fell
to a figure slightly in excess of 192,000.000
super feet. in other words, there has been
a decrease in production of sawn timber
to the tune of 21,000,000 super feet.

Mr. Bovell: This Government has a year
and a half to go to equal your six years.

Mr. GRAHAM: The figure 1 gave 'was
the average production per annum, so the
Minister cannot draw any consolation from
that interjection. I- can tell him quite
honestly it is not my intention to distort
or misquote facts9 and figures. They speak
for themselves.

When we examine the Various facets of
the economy, and the activities which
detrimentally affect a number of people,
we find the situation anything but
pleasant; and the brightest star in the
firmament is the propaganda of the Gov-
ernment. However, the facts are completely
at variance with the propaganda. The
Government cannot explain away the fact
that over the last two years it has
created, in each year, new records in the
number of unemployed in Western Aus-
tralia; yet it regards its activities as a leap
forward. The Government is not worthy
of occupying the Treasury benches, which
it does at the moment.

Members know-as well as you, Mr.
Speaker, know-that a few months ago an
advertisement for a junior girl to be em-
ployed at Parliament House appeared ifl
the Press. One would have thought there
was a basketball carnival taking place in
Perth and everyone there had suddenly
departed from the field to descend upon
Parliament House. After the controller
had interviewed about 80 young girls-
they were teenagers around 17 years-the
balance of 80 to 100 were told to go home.

Mr. I. W. Manning: Many of them
brought their mothers.

Mr. GRAHAM: I wish the honourable
member had brought his brains with him.

Mr. I. W. Manning: It is a fact that
many brought their mothers.

Mr. Court: They were very wise in doing
that.

Mr. GRAHAM: We all know the number
of girls who were interviewed by the con-
troller and the number who were turned
away. In connection with Parliament
House itself we had a crystal-clear example
of the unemployment situation; therefore
it ill behoves the Government to behave
in the irresponsible manner in which it is
behaving.

We are aware that the word has gone
around to certain employers and firms to
ease the position so far as the official
figures of employment are concerned.
They have been advised not to employ
married women, because if a married
woman is not employed she cannot register
for unemployment benefits. By that
mnethod the unemployment figures can be
kept down.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: D~o you think that
is a good practice?

Mr. GRAHAM: I leave it to the decision
of the husband and wife. I do not Presume
to lay down my views or thrust my opinions
into the domestic circumstances and re-
lationship of other families.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: That is a very
good answer.

Mr. GRAHA.: That is how I feel about
this matter. In a case I have in mind the
young man and his wife are leaving
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Western Australia in the next couple of
weeks as a result of their financial
embarrassment, which made it necessary
for the wife to work. As she was unable to
obtain employment for two months the
young couple decided to go to New South
Wales, a State under a Labor Government.
Obviously they have more confidence in
the economic condition of that State than
they have in Western Australia.

Mr. W. A. Manning: I am sure they will
be back.

Mr. GRAHAM: Such wishful thinking
and airy-fairy talk gets us nowhere, It is
about time that not only the Ministry
but also the back-benchers should adopt
a more responsible attitude, and realise
there are some serious issues involved.
Some innocent folk are suffering from the
manner in which the Government is mis-
governing the State.

Many of us have seen the circulars
which have been sent to employers im-
ploring them to engage migrants who
recently arrived in this State, and in
many cases to engage migrants who are
about to leave England and have not yet
reached the shores of Australia. This
beseeching is being made to the firms; and
if another carpenter is wanted or a crafts-
man of any other sort, in order to oblige
the Government and constituted authority
a firm will engage him. But what happens
to the local boy looking for a job? So
there are these unfairnesses and anomalies
about which I think the Government
should do something.

I want to say as much as I can tonight
with regard to housing. I should say that
the Deputy Premnier-I do not say this
disrespectfully, because all he could do
was to read from a piece of paper-and
the member for South Perth are completely
ignorant, not only of the housing situation,
but also of the activities of the State Hous-
ing Commission.

We have the member for South Perth
telling us that this Government has set
up an emergent committee to deal with
the cases that are considered, or cases that
members might regard as ones deserving
of immediate consideration. You, Mr.
Speaker, I, and anybody who knows any-
thing about the matter is aware of the
fact that an emergency committee was set
up about 15 years ago and has been in
existence ever since excepting-I think I
am right in saying this-during the course
of the last few months when it has, in
fact, gone out of existence, and there is
an officer who deals-

Mr. Grayden: That is a different thing
altogether and you all know it.

Mr. GRAHAM: I do know what the
situation is. I can say to the member for
South Perth I do not intend to waste any
time on him. I have said all I intend to
say in connection with him.

Mr. Grayden: That is one way of getting
out of it.

Mr. GRAHAM: We have heard some-
thing about how bad the housing situation
was under the Labor Government, and how
magnificent the situation is at the present
moment. When we became the Govern-
ment there were 18,000 outstanding ap-
plications on the books of the State
Housing Commission, and those applica-
tions represented 75,000 people-the family
unit comprising four or slightly more-
and that was in excess of 10 per cent. of
the population of Western Australia who
were suffering a housing problem.

We have been told that when this Labor
Government left office there were 8,000
applications and now there are 5,800. How
do members think this Government has
reduced the number from 8,000 to 5,800?
If they do not know, I will tell them.

Mr. Howberry: By plans the Labor Gov-
ernment made.

Mr,. GRAHAM: Very largely; but this
Government has a smarter device than,
that-it sends out circulars to the appli-
cants on the books of the State Housing
Commission asking them if they are still
interested in a house from the commis-
sion, Sometimes letters go astray; some-
times applicants have moved from their
last-known address and have not notified
the Housing Commission of the change;
and some people when they receive a
roneoed letter do not take much notice
and accordingly do not bother to reply.
All those who fail to reply have their
names scratched off the list so, overnight,
the number of outstanding applicants in
the books of the State Housing Commis-
sion has gone down by several thousand.

Mr. Nalder: You should know.

Mr. GRAHAM: Of course I know! it is
my business to know, as this was a depart-
ment with which I was closely associated
for six years. The Government claims
credit for achievement when, because of
failure to reply to letters, the number
left on the books is, say 2,000 less. It works
very well. But I do know this: when
Labor was the Government, Sir William
Spooner-as he is now-Minister for
National Development in the Common-
wealth Parliament, stated in the Federal
House that the housing problem in West-
ern Australia was solved. He said that
in 1958. If members will look at our own
Hansard they will find that in 1056 or
1957, The H-on. H. K. Watson, M.L.C., and
The Hon. L. Craig, M.L.C., said exactly
the same thing. I think it is a bit of a
tribute to say that of a Labor Govern-
ment in Western Australia, because the
three persons I have quoted have politics
that are completely opposite to those
of anybody who would support a Labor
Government.
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Mr. Court: That argument makes com-
plete nonsense of your amendment tonight.

Mr. GRAHAM: No it does not. If the
Minister for Industrial Development will
contain himself and is capable of absorb-
ing, he might find there is more than a
little merit in 'what is now being submit-
ted to him. We have heard some loose
and irresponsible talk about purchase
houses; and a member-I dare not men-
tion his name and district-developed the
idea that a Labor Government thought
that if homes were built for sale it would
create little capitalists out of the workers
and they might not vote Labor, and that
Labcr accordingly built houses for rental
purposes.

What is the position? Under the State
Housing Act, during the six years of office
of the McLarty-Watts Government, 598
houses were built for sale. During the
term of office of the Hawke Labor Gov-
ernment, it built and sold 3,000 houses,
As a matter of fact, in its six years of of-
fiee, the Hawke Labor Government built
and sold on minimum deposits-down to
as low as £25-more houses than had been
sold by all Governments added together
for the previous 40 years, from when the
Act first commenced in 1911. Yet we have
people here irresponsibly saying that a
Labor Government is not interested in
building houses for sale.

Mr. Grayden: Not to the extent of this
Government.

Mr. GRAHAM: If I heard the Deputy
Premier correctly this evening, I think he
said 291 migrants had been housed aver
the last 12 months. I take it that is the
position. I find that the number of homes
built for letting purposes, based on the
Year 1961-62-because that is the latest
Housing Commission annual report avail-
able at Parliament House-is 1,133. In
other words, approximately 25 per cent.
of' the rental homes which are being built
are being allocated to persons who have
been here a matter of minutes, while
other people have been waiting for years
-our own people are waiting for years for
homes for themselves and their families.

Mr. Bovell: I would remind the honour-
able member they are all our own people.

Mr. GRAHAM: The people who have
not yet arrived in Western Australia are
not yet Western Australians or citizens of
Australia. I am not against migrants in
any way whatsoever; but I say this: It is
grossly unfair that somebody who has been
in this State for five minutes should be
receiving a home in advance of one of our
locals who has been waiting for years.

The Premier, when delivering his Budget
speech last year, said that £500,000 was
being set aside for the provision of hous-
ing for migrants. He said, "special ar-
rangements have been made for housing
these new arrivals and a total of £500.000

is included in the State Housing Com-
mission works programme for this pur-
pose.' When I made mention of that fact
in the Press, the Minister for Housing-
and this, of course, would be typical of
him-said "He-" that is, "Graham"-

-was incorrect in saying the Premier
announced £500,000 would be set aside
for housing for migrants,-

I read the exact words of the Premier-
-thereby reducing the sum available
to assist families on the waiting list
for a long time,

So the Minister for Housing contradicts
his Premier; and naturally, if £500,000
worth of housing of the ordinary alloca-
tion has gone to migrants then, to that
extent, our local people are suffering, and
have been compelled to wait for a longer
period.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: It was not the
ordinary allocation, was it?

Mr. GRAHAM: No; the most extra-
ordinary allocation.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: It did not inter-
fere with the ordinary allocation.

Mr. GRAHAM: When I have the numn-
ber of people I have awaiting homles-and
believe me I have a file, which would be
about four inches thick, at present on my
table-it makes my blood boil when I see
something akin to this in the SundaY
Times on the 3rd March this Year. It is
an article headed, "Migrants Happy at
Second Try." In this article is the follow-
ing:-

Two weeks after arriving in Perth
they were offered a choice of homes
at Nollamara and Cloverdale.

"We preferred to live at Hamilton
Hill, nearer my husband's job, so we
told the Housing Commission we were
prepared to live at Pt. Walter until
a house became available, months if
necessary," she said.

Given key
'Three weeks later my husband

popped into the Commission on the
off-chance a house was available at
Hamilton Hill.

"They gave him a key and we
moved into a new brick home the
next day."

Mr. Court: We had better have that
printed in the English papers.

Mr. GRAHAM: I do not care where it
goes, but I think the Government ought
to be damn well ashamed of itself.

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): Order!
I do not like that sort of language.

Mr. GRAHAM: And I do not like this
sort of situation. All of us on this side
of the House at least have many cases of
people who are su~ffering hardship on
aceount of housing. Bring these people
from overseas, yes; but there should be a
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prerequisite that there are jobs for them,
not at the expense of the locals: and
housing for them, again not at the ex-
pense of the locals. It should not be so
easy for these people whilst our own
people are waiting year after year. Be-
cause of this process of striking people's
names off, there has been no progress
made in regard to when one qualifies for
a house because many people who have
been struck off have come back again
since.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: But didn't you
do that periodically for those on the list
who were redundant?

Mr. GRAHAM: Yes. But what I am
doing is exposing the situation to show
that all is not as rosy as it is presented
by this Government and its propagandists
-and goodness knows it has plenty of
Propagandists! Every second week there
seems to be another publicity officer or a
Public relations officer attached to a Min-
ister, whilst there are others skipping
around the world pouring out all sorts of
stuff which most of us know is not in ac-
cordance with fact.

A certain honourable member on the
other side of the river must be a miracle
man-I have heard him described in dif-
ferent terms-or he must be receiving pre-
ference out of turn. I know that one
swallow does not make a summer and I
have cases here which anyone can look at.
I was approached in April of this year
in respect of an old couple who were
occupying a house in my electorate. The
owner, who happens to be a son-in-law,
is renting a house at Thornlie at present
at £6 a week. The reason for the situa-
tion is that he was transferred by his bank
to the country and so put his parents In
his home. When he returned from the
country the Housing Commission would
not do anything for his parents so he had
to find a house for himself. At the same
time he is paying off his house at Yokine.

The old couple have been declared an
emergent case. It is now the middle of
August and these people are still waiting.
Contrary to what anyone might think, I
am every few days on the back of the
Housing Commission asking them when
they are going to do something for the
Bradbury couple. Up to date nothing has
been done. If one listened on the phone
he could hear, "There are eight keys com-
ing in tomorrow, but three are for Mr.
Darling." I have heard that with my own
ears. Of course, it means that certain
people are receiving a preference; namely,
those who come from overseas, because the
Government is not making proper prepara-
tion for them.

Mr. Grayden: It simply means some
cases are more urgent than others.

Mr. GRAHAM: Apparently they are
urgent in South Perth and not elsewhere.
Here is a man paying £6 a week and he

cannot get into his own home off which
he Is paying probably £3 a week instal-
ments. He has a wife and family of his
own and the old couple have been acknow-
ledged as an emergent case.

Mr. Grayden: Is that the most urgent
case you have?

Mr. GRAHAM: No. I am just mention-
ing it. I have already said that I have a
file about four inches thick to which I
am giving attention. Now there is a dif-
ference of opinion among us on many
aspects of housing. Perhaps I might be
pardoned for advocating, in contradiction
to my colleague from Collie, the construc-
tion of more flats.

First of all, with regard to the pensioners
and old people, it was indicated this after-
noon. in reply to questions, that for the 70
flats available at Swanbourne, which are
just about completed, there is a total of
844 applications, all eligible, of course.
Many were ineligible by the criterion that
had to be applied. This is a criterion ap-
Plied by the Housing Commission itself.
If it liked to stiffen up the criterion it could
cut the number down from 844 to 44.

Mr. I. W. Manning: Is that not the
best way to do it?

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: There must be
some criterion surely.

Mr. GRAHAM: Surely this indicates
that the Housing Commission is not nearly
as healthy as is being proclaimed, and
therefore the amendment of the Leader of
the Opposition is justified.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: It could be better:
there is no doubt about that.

Mr. GRAHAM: Year after year when
the Labor Government was in office the
position was improved. Western Australia
at the Housing Ministers Conference was
always quoted as a shining example of
what a State could do. There may be
6,000 houses built this year. In 1955 there
were 9,000 houses built.

Mr. Court: And nearly sent the build-
ing industry broke.

Mr. GRAHAM: That, of course, is ab-
solutely ridiculous and absurd.

Mr. Court: The aftermath was a
tragedy.

Mr. GRAHAM: That is ridiculous. Any-
how, enough of the Minister for Industrial
Development.

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): The
honourable member has another five min-
utes.

Mr. GRAHAM: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
The Housing Commission built 4,200
houses in one year when the Labor Govern-
ment was in office and this Government is
up to the grand total of 2,000. Theref ore.
is not the Leader of the Opposition, and
the Opposition generally, entitled to say
something to this Government when
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emergent cases cannot be dealt with? If
they are emergent cases it means that
they are deserving of immediate considera-
tion.

Mr. Hawke: And attention.
Mr. GRAHAM: Consider ation in the

form of an offer of accommodation. I
desire to say a few words with regard to
flats. Unfortunately I am confined to a
few words because of the pressure of
time. I think it might be interesting to
have a look at the year 1947, which is a
long time ago. There was an article in
The West Australian which stated-

The Government there-
that Is, in New Zealand-

has for some years been in the flat
business in Wellington and Auckland ,and apparently its only embarrass-
ment has been to hold back the
crowds of prospective tenants. This
is explained in part by the dire need
for accommodation and the extremely
low rents charged . , ,

The article goes on to suggest that Perth
could follow the example of that place by
erecting something akin to 12-storey
blocks of. flats.

A few years later, in 1954-55, when the
Labor Government was in office, all units
of the Press indulged in a mighty cam-
paign about the proposal to build multi-
Storey flats at Sublaco, these being called
Wandana. We remember that among
those opposed to the idea were the then
member for Subiaco (Dame Cardell-
Oliver); Major Treloar, on behalf of the
Liberal Party; units of the Press; and all
sorts of hysterical people.

These flats were going to be slums, fire
hazards, and brothels. There would be
suicides by people leaping over the
balconies; there would be traffic hazards;
there would not be room for people to
move about; they would be disease-ridden
because people were huddled together;
they would be a colossal failure, financially
and in every other way. We now see that
the tenants there are apparently quite
happy; and one has to wait many months,
up to 18 months or so, in order to get a
fiat there. The flats, after providing for
everything, are making a profit of £150
Per week for the Treasury.

So time has proved something, and even
The West Australian was convinced, be-
cause it says, in a leading article on the
20th March this year-

Among the questions that could be
examined are whether a greater pro-
portion of building money should be
spent on fiats and whether such flats
should be built in the city area to
keep a reasonable population level
there. The Hawke Government's
Wandana flats at Sublaco are a useful
precedent for this type of building
and the waiting list at Wandana is a
,clear indication of the demand for it.

We have turned a complete circle.
ldr. Ross Hutchinson: It Is good that

you agree with The West Australian.
Mr. GRAHAM: It is very good of The

West Australian to agree with me-
Mr. Lewis: Most unusual.
Mr. GRAHAM: -after the assaults

and onslaughts over the years we were en-
gaged in the battle to get them com-
pleted. It was also satisfying to read in
the Sunday Times last week that Dennis
Silver, a Perth architect. felt that garden
flats should be built to house people from
different groups and in different cate-
gories, in order to have a proper balance.
He instanced Floreat Park where young
families are going. in the course of the
next 30 years it will become an old man's
suburb and there will be no necessity for
the schools which are there, because the
children will have grown up and there
will be no young families living there.
The Government should give considera-
tion to building housing units of this
type, which could be built more cheaply.

Finally, there is ample reason for the
House agreeing with the amendment
which has been moved, because something
should be done to stir this Government to
deal with unemployment, which in this
State has reached alarming figures th~s
year: and also to measure up to its re-
sponsibilities in connection with housing
where the position is deteriorating and
becoming increasingly worse because 6f
the unfairness in that people arriving here
are receiving treatment ahead of our own
people who have been waiting for long
periods.

.MR. COURT (Nedlands-Minister for
Industrial Development) [9.23 p.m.]: I.
oppose the amendment which has been
moved to the Address-in -Reply. I had
better say that from the start so there
will be no doubt as to where I stand in
the matter, From studying the motion
and from studying what has been said by
members of the Opposition, there is no
doubt that this motion was intended to
be an attempt on the part of members of
the Opposition to try to create fear and
perturbation in the minds of certain people
in the community. Why they must be
calamity -bowlers is beyond me. One
would think they were something removed
from the Government; something removed
from this Parliament: something removed
from the people of Western Australia; be-
cause over the last four years there has
been nothing but statements decrying the
efforts of a positive Government to get
Western Australia away from being called
the Cinderella State.

It is amazing what the members of the
Opposition will do from the point of view
of a short-term political advantage, or
what they think will be a political ad-
vantage. They do not care whether it is
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the unemployed, migrants, or school child-
ren, they will use them to try to obtain
cheap political propaganda. Had they spent
a little more of their time trying to help
us out of the industrial troubles which we
have had over the past few months, they
would have been striking a blow for West-
ern Australia,

We have had the farcical situation with
the V.L.F. station. Any one would think
we had a surplus of employment, and that
these things did not matter. Look at the
fuss going on over that! Look at the action
which was taken, aided and abetted by the
Opposition in this Parliament, in connec-
tion with the V.L.P. base and the efforts
to slow it down. However, in spite of the
Opposition, it will go on. No action was
taken by the Opposition to lessen the
problem. We had unrest at Kwinana, Al-
coa and Laporte and no action was taken
by the Opposition when we bad the unrest
at Bunbury. No action was taken by the
Opposition in connection with the troubles
which we had at the Ord River.

Mr. Jamieson: Who is governing the
country?

Mr. COURT: We are: and we are not
doing a bad job of it, despite the actions
of the Opposition.

Mr. Graham: Resign if you can't
handle the problems.

Mr. COURT: It amazes me that mat-
ters which are now regarded as "crises".
"serious" "tragic," did not seem to stir the
present Opposition into action at all when
the Hawke Government was in office. The
unemployment figure which existed then
did not seem to cause the then Government
any concern; and there was an election
coming up in 1059, when no Government
wanted unemployment on its doorstep. But
we had unemployment.

Mr. Jamnieson:, We didn't get financial
assistance.

Mr. Graham: We didn't have anywhere
near 8,000.

Mr. COURT: To improve the situation,
the Hawke Government poured every
pound it had into creating public works to
try to adjust the situation. When this Gov-
ernment took over the Treasury it was
in a mess.

Mr. Graham: That is completely un-
true.

Mr. COURT: And it has been the job
of this Government under its present
Treasurer to get the finances of this State
into a better condition than they were
ever in before.

Of course, one would expect the Opposi-
tion to try to laugh that one off: but the
facts are that the Treasury has been better
administered in the last four years than
ever before; and it is rather amazing that
the members of the Opposition have stood
up here-the Leader of the Opposition was

on this theme; and the member for Bal-
catta has also spoken on it-decrying the
fact that today Western Australia has
more money in the Treasury than it had
before. 0f course, it should have.

Mr. Graham: We have more taxation
than we had before.

Mr. COURT: This Government has en-
deavoured to face up to its responsibili-
ties; and if we have had to raise extra
revenue with which to do better things,
then we have been doing our job.

Mr. Graham: What a mess you have
made of it'

Mr. COURT: I will deal with this so-
called "mess" that the member for Eel-
catta throws around the place. To be a
Positive Government and to attack the
question of development takes a, great de-
gree of courage, because development is
never easy. No Government has all the
money it needs to carry on Its development
programme, but we have to say to ourselves
at some point of time, "Do we or do we not
want to get this State off the ground?"
We have to go after industry, after these
g..reat projects, to get thema under way:
otherwise we stagnate.

It was a sad thing to see a Government
that rode in on the Kwinana boom, when
it looked as though the golden era had
arrived in Western Australia, fail to realise
that it needs three, four, and sometimes
five years to negotiate from the starting
point to get some of the great industries
actually established. Even after negotia-
tions it often takes three and four Years
to get them actually built.

Figures have been quoted tonight show-
ing that during the second term of the
Hawke Government there were fewer people
employed at the end of the third year than
there were at the start, despite the
desperate efforts of the Government to
retrieve the position. The Hawke Gov-
erment sent a Minister overseas to
attract investment. When I went overseas
in 1960 I received reports of the work the
then Minister had done in an attempt to
retrieve the position, but it was too late;
and fortunately for this State there was a
change of Government, and we were able
to create public confidence.

Surely the Opposition agrees that if a
State is going to get off the ground, there
must be confidence among the public! We
have to have confidence among people who
are looking at us from the Eastern States
and particularly from abroad.

The Opposition does not care what
damage is done. The propaganda which
preceded the Lonnie mission was absolutely
disgusting; and it is to the credit of the
migrants, to the British people generally,
and to the people of this State that, despite
deliberately misleading propaganda, the
Lonnie mission was able to attract more
migrants than we thought would be
attracted. No-one in the Opposition gave

229



[ASSEMBLY.]

the mission a chance to attract these
migrants to Western Australia, but they
have been attracted. We have honoured
the conditions which were laid down.

Mr. Graham: You have dishonoured your
obligations to the migrant.

Mr. COURT: I do not know of any plan
elsewhere in AUstralia, in spite of the
campaign from the Opposition, that has
been implemented with the same thorough-
ness and the same smoothness as this one.
When we realise that not one but many
members on the opposite side spent days,
weeks, and months, trying to stir up
trouble among these migrants, it is amaz-
ing how little effect they have had; and
it Proves that the Government, through
its employment and housing programme,
has been able to handle the situation.

Mr. Graham: Which member tried to stir
up trouble? Name one or two.

Mr. COURT: The honourable member
has not done so badly with his efforts.

Mr. Graham: I have never interviewed
one of them.

Mr. COURT: The Deputy Leader of the
Opposition has made a mission of this.

Mr. Tonkin: No 1 haven't!
Mr. COURT: The honourable member

has made a mission of it.
Mr. Tonkin: No I haven't!
Mr. COURT: This Is the member who

said he was anxious to protect the fair
name of Western Australia.

Mr. Hawke: Quite right.
Mr. COURT: What a mess he has made

of that-
Mr. Hawke: You sabotaged the State

when you were in Opposition.
Mr. COURT: -when we get these head-

lines in the English papers mis-stating the
Position. We will not be able to erase that
completely. Members opposite know what
'happens when a statement like that is
made, misrepresenting the situation. It
can never be completely removed. One
can never get the proper story over,. be-
cause the first impression is the one that
always remains.

Mr. Tonkin: But you brought him here
when you did not have a Job for him. He
w'as out of work for two months.

Mr. COURT: We have taken action to
get the tatement in the paper contra-
dicted. We have been contacted by our
officers in London who are very disturbed
about this, but it is difficult to overcome
the situation that has been created.

Mr. Tonkin: But this man is still out
of work.

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): Order!

Mr. COURT: The fact remains that the
Position, apparently unwittingly, was mis-
represented; and the problem is that we

will never be able completely to erase the
image that has been created by this type
of headline.

Mr. Graham: Like your statements on
the unfair trading law.

Mr. COURT: My statement did not get
publicity in London.

Mr. Graham: Yes it did, and what a
pack of lies it was!

Mr. COURT: The trouble was that your
Government made the mistake of allowing
its leader to indulge in a public controversy
in London with one of England's leading
industrialists.

Mr. Graham: One of the heaviest sub-
scribers to the Liberal Party's funds.

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): I do
not think we will have any discussion on
industrial development. We will keep to
the motion.

Mr. COURT: I want to come back to
the point about being a positive Governl-
ment. If we want to indulge in develop-
ment we must bring people here. It is
axiomnatic that we cannot develop the
State with our own natural increase. We
have to develop faster than the rest of
Australia; that is the object of this Gov-
ernment, and we are going to develop
faster than the rest of Australia.

Mr. Graham: Talk, talk, talk!
Mr. COURT: As we bring in more

migrants we must have more houses. We
have brought into this State the highest
number of migrants-

Mr. Graham: And we have the highest
unemployment.

Mr. COURT: -for nine years. and we
still have an unemployment figure-

Mr. Graham: What rot!

Mr. COURT: The honourable member
knows what I am leading up to and he
does not like it. We have an unemployment
figure better than the one with which the
honourable member's Government left this
State. I have the official figures which
have been bandied about so much, and
for the year 1958-59-

Mr. Graham: Tell us about January,
1963.

Mr. COURT: In July, 1958-this is under
the Hawke Government-It was 2.4; in
August It was 2.3; September, 2.1; October,
2.1; November, 2; December. 2.1; January.
2.6; February. 2.6; and March, 2.4. When
that Government went out of office it was
2.2 and In this we are not taking credit for
the improvement we effected during the
first 28 days of administration.

Mr. Graham: We never got to your 2.8
per cent. did we? Yours are the worst
figures for years.
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Mr. COURT: I do not know how mem-
bers of the Opposition can sit there and
move an amendment like this when month
after month, after month, the figure of un-
employment during their regime was in
excess of 2 per cent. Apparently it was
not serious then, but when it happens
under a Liberal-Country Party Govern-
ment it is serious--they regard it as very
serious-

Mr. Graham: Because of all your back-
talk, that's why.

Mr. COURT: The question of housing
is one upon which I wish to comment
briefly. The figure that has been quoted
tonight, and in answer to questions earlier
this session, demonstrates that the housing
position, in spite of the big increase in
population in the last 12 months, and in
spite of the number of migrants we have
absorbed, is still better than during the
period of the Hawke Government. Mem-
bers opposite cannot deny these things.
They cannot say that 8,000 applicants in
their time is an improvement on the 5,000
or 6,000 in our time, and that the position
is serious, and that we are approaching a
crisis.

Mr. Graham: I will tell you how it has
been achieved.

Mr. COURT: The honourable member
cannot tell me that as Minister he did not
have his officers periodically purge the list.
That is a matter of good administration
and common sense.

Mr. Graham: But on 'your own figures
there were 1,000 more on the waiting list
in June as against March.

Mr. COURT: We have to take these
things in their proper perspective.

Mr. Hawke: And with commercial
accounting!

Mr. COURT; If there Is still a figure of
5,000, surely, by using simple arithmetic,
that is a better figure than 8,000. Expressed
,another way, if the honourable member
were the Minister for Housing, would he
not prefer to have only 6,000 applicants
knocking at his door instead of 8,000?

Mr. Hawke: You have to take the figure
which existed when we first came Into
office and the figure that existed when we
lef t.

Mr. COURT: We can deal with that
one later on.

Mr. Hawke: Deal with it now.

Mr. COURT: When the honourable
member's Government came into office it
was at the end of a very difficult period
of shortage of labour and materials.

Mr. Graham: After six years of Liberal
Party Government.

[101

Mr. COURT: A tremendous pattern had
been laid down by the MeLarty-Watta
Government to increase material supplies,
all of which the honourable member's
Government walked straight into.

Mr. Graham: But we reduced the number
of people waiting for homes.

Mr. COURT: The honourable member
would have purged the list. No State or
no nation can reach a point of time when
it has a surplus of housing and people can
go straight into a house. I have heard the
former Minister for Housing expound the
theory that if we ever reach the stage
where we have a key for everybody, and
nobody is short of a house, we will have a
depression. That is correct, of course. If
we had in Western Australia a position
whereby anybody could walk straight into
a house we would in fact have an economic
depression. It is a sign of economic growth
if there is a pressure on the supply of
housing.

It is nothing new, and it was, under-
stood 18 months to two years ago when
we realised the pressure would come on
for more housing because of the increased
population. As a result of this some action
has been taken to deal with the position.
The Deputy Leader of the Opposition has
decried the private sector in regard to
housing. We have encouraged them to
assist with this question of housing, be-
cause they have a contribution to make.

Mr. Graham: The private sector is build-
ing fewer this year than in 1955.

Mr. COURT: We are encouraging the
building industry to build moure houses
because it is axiomatic that if we are going
to increase the population, and the work
force, we need more houses to house them;
but because of the increased population
there will always be a pressure on housing.
When there is a pressure on housing it is
a sign of economic growth.

Mr. Graham: You wouldn't know, living
in the rarefied atmosphere of Nedlands.

Mr. COURT: The honourable member is
very irritated by the fact that we have
less people registered for houses, but we
have to consider what happened during
his era. He knows that he built a tre-
mendous number of houses in one year but
the aftermath was a disaster. The little
builders around the place were desperate
for work.

Mr. Graham: With a little project like
the Games Village you had a half a dozen
builders going broke.

Mr. COURT: Emergency action had to
be taken by the then Minister because of
the tremendous build-up. The honourable
member, when Minister for Housing, spent
more money than the Treasury knew he
bad spent-more than his colleagues knew
he had spent-and then all of a sudden the
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Government woke up and found that it
was short of money and other works had
to suffer.

Mr. Graham: We had to build houses.
Mr. COURT: I did not say anything

derogatory about the honourable member
at the time.

Mr. Graham: You weren't even here.
Mr, COURT: I was.
Mr, Graham: Not in those times when

things were really bad.
Mr. COURT: I was here when the

honourable member was Minister for Hous-
ing, and I did not say anything derogatory
about his efforts; but I did say something
derogatory about the fact that unknown to
his fellow Cabinet Ministers he got his way
and spent money far in excess of what
the Treasurer thought he was spending.

Mr. Graham: But your bunch never
spent its allocation, and that is why there
was so much waiting.

Mr. COURT: I now want to have a few
words to say about the future because we
regard the position as serious, We do not
assume that we will reach the stage where
everything is perfect, but I do say that
what the Premier said when he claimed
we would be short of labour and would be
looking for labour to do the jobs was very
true, History will prove that in the very
near future in this State we will be des-
perately short of skilled tradesmen in order
that these projects may be undertaken.

Mr. Graham: You have been saying that
every year for four years.

Mr. Toms:, They have not come here yet.
Mr. COURT: If they have not come here,

how do you account for the increased work
force and the increased population?

Mr. Toms: There is less work in this
State today than there has ever been.

Mr. COURT: We have coming up such
projects as the V.L.F. project in the north-
west, the construction of the broad gauge
railway, the building of rolling stock for
that railway, and the A.P.M. project.
Further, within 12 months we will see the
commencement of the iron ore project in
the Pilbara.

Mr. Graham: You have been talking this
way for four years.

Mr. COURT: All these projects will have
an employment demand.

Mr. Graham: And ~ou have been break-
ing employment records every year!

Mr. COURT: The attraction of all these
industries will create career opportunities
for our young people. That was the target
of this Government when elected. It was
our declared policy. These undertakings
have been negotiated, and even more. At
the last general elections in 1962 we heard
the Leader of the Opposition say, "Where
are these industries?" Ile was completely

blind to the fact that at Kwinana the
great Alcoa refinery was being built-a
tremendous project which not even a
tourist could miss! Further, progress was
being made with the Laporte industry we
had attracted to Bunbury. All these pro-
jects were starting to move. The Leader
of the Opposition tried to give the impres-
sion that they were merely myths.

I think most people in this House are
prepared to admit that many more skilled
tradesmen will be required for the projects
which lie ahead. Reference has been made
to the problem of school-leavers. This
problem is not only Australia-wide, but
also world-wide. It can only be overcome
by a diversity of Industry and by attracting
ne w industries to this State to provide
career opportunities for our young people.
No-one can fairly claim that this Govern-
ment has been idle in seeking these in-
dustries which will provide career oppor-
tunities and which are so necessary if we
are to get this State off the ground.

In conclusion, I want to say it is a sorry
day when the Opposition of this Parlia-
ment seeks to whip up human feeling and
perturbation in the minds of human
beings for no other reason than cheap
political gain.

Mr. Graham: Coming from You!

lMR. W. HEGNEY (Mt. Hawthorn)
[9.43 p.m.]: I support the amendment
moved by the Leader of the Opposition.
My remarks will be confined practically
to the unemploymnent angle because, de-
spite the statements made by members of
the Government, I believe the present un-
employment position is very acute. What
has impressed me during the course of
this debate is the impersonal attitude
adopted by members of the Government
in regard to unemployment, It is recog-
nised, and it has not been denied, that at
present the official figures show that there
are between 6.000 and 7,000 unemployed
in Western Australia.

The Minister for Industrial Development
and the Acting Premier lightly and casu-
ally say, "There are 2.6 per cent. of the
work force unemployed in this State." Let
us take a look at the personal angle,
Does it make any difference to the 6,000
unemployed citizens of Western Australia
whether the statistical figure is 2.3, 10.2,
or 5.7? per cent.? Are not those 6,000
people suffering through being out of
work? At the most, all they will receive
is the unemployment benefit issued to
them each week or fortnight by the
Commonwealth Employment office- is it
any consolation to themn to know that the
unemployed today is .3 per cent. lower
than it was last January? To them, the
position is just as serious as if there were

60.000 People out of work.
Quite definitely, the attitude of the

Liberal Party and all it stands for is quite
impersonal and it is anxious to see an
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unemployment pool in Western Australia
and Australia all the time. I have said
before, and I repeat without any equivoca-
tion, that it is one of the economic policies
of the Liberal Party and all it stands for
to have a number of workmen at the out-
side gate. In making that statement I
am not referring in any personal sense
to the private members of the Govern-
ment.

Mr. Court: They talked like that years
ago.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: The Minister tries to
give the impression that he wants full
employment, but he wants nothing of the
sort. He wants a percentage figure far
in excess of the 2.8 for last January so
that there will be depressed working con-
ditions and that the workers of this State
will have to receive something less than
they are entitled to. That is my impres-
sion of the position. Let us take a close
look at unemployment in Western Aus-
tralia.

In passing, I will take this opportunity-
the earliest since this session commenced-
of expressing my disgust at the type of
Propaganda that has been indulged in
since this Government took office. That
opinion has also been held by many of my
electors. They are absolutely disgusted
with the propaganda indulged in by the
Government. It has hashed and rehashed
various subject matters which have been
repeatedly reported in the Press under
different headings.

These reports have indicated what it is
going to do with different projects with a
view to creating employment and devel-
oping this State. What has been done?
Only two minutes ago the Minister for
Industrial Development said, "Let us look
into the future." The Government has
been doing that since March 1959 and
Promising the people all these wonderful
things.

However, what has eventuated to date
of a Practical nature? As a result of
its efforts we still have nearly 7,000 people
out of work, and that represents only
those who have registered at the Com-
monwealth Employment Office. Let us
now have a look at this extract taken from
The West Australian dated the 19th Febru-
ary of this year. It reads as follows:-

Canberra, Monday-The number
of registered unemployed in Australia
rose by 10,550 last month to 111,807.
It was the smallest January increase
since 1955, when there were 500,000
fewer people in the work force.

There was a record January in-
crease of 1,456 in the number of reg-
istrations in Western Australia.

The State's employment position
deteriorated sharply. With 8,190
people-equal to 2.8 per cent. of its
work force-registered for work. W.A.

now has a higher Percentage of un-
employed than the Australian average
of 2.6.

W.A. now ranks below only Queens-
land (4.4 per cent.) and Tasmania
(3.8 per cent.) among the States with
the worst unemployment problems.

The percentage of registered unemn-
ployed in W.A. jumped from 2.3 in
December. The Australian average
rose from 2.4. the Queensland figure
from 4.1 and the Tasmanian figure
fell from 4 Per cent.

In the other States the percentage
of unemployed at the end of last
month was: New South Wales 2.5 (2.4
in December), Victoria 1.8 (1.6) and
South Australia 1.8 (1.6).

At the end of last month there were
46,178 on unemployment benefit in
Australia, an increase of 3,205. In
W.A. the number was 3,465, an in-
crease of 520, mainly in the metro-
politan area and at Northam.

Vacancies
The number of job vacancies reg-

istered with the Commonwealth Em-
ployment Service throughout Australia
rose by 769 to 32,953. In W.A. it rose
by 101 to 1,127.

More vacancies were also registered
in Victoria and Queensland but there
were fewer in New South Wales, Tas-
mania and South Australia.

Labour Minister McMahon said to-
day the demand for labour this Janu-
ary was clearly stronger than it was
last year.

The number now registered for
work was 19,689 fewer than 12 months
ago and the number of males reg-
istered was down 18,810.

Female registrations were only 879
lower, although during 1962 female
wage and salary earners rose by 33,700
or 3.9 per cent. compared with a 2.2
per cent. rise in male wage and sal-
ary earners.

Premier Brand said in Canberra to-
night that the bigger-than-seasonal
deterioration in the employment situ-
ation in W.A. last month was difficult
to understand.

It included a big proportion of
school-leavers and a number of seas-
onal workers from the North-West
who had come south and registered
for work.

That is one of the excuses. Over the
past four years Practically every time the
employment figures are Published by the
Commonwealth Employment Office some
excuse is advanced by the Government.
As a matter of fact, whilst on the subject
of excuses, let us have a look at the Daily
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News of the 16th July, 1963, where, under
the heading. "Wild Seeks Work Boost,"
we find the following article:-

Works Minister Wild wants to speed
up the State public works programme
to ease current unemployment.

He said today he would ask this
afternoon's meeting of Cabinet to ad-
vise the Public Works Department of
details of loan allocations for this
financial year.

An advanced programme would
create work and place unemployed
people in jobs, Wild said.

"This situation arises at the end of
every finacial year," he said.

"Until departments know what their
allocations are likely to be, they are
loath to give the green light for
works."

Wild said he was certain the long
period of wet weather had accentuated
the unemployment problem in W.A.

"I expect a considerable improve-
ment in the building industry as soon
as the weather clears up," he said.

So we find all kinds of excuses are be-
ing made. If one were not aware of the
fact that the Government had been mis-
leading the people on this and other mat-
ters over 421 years, one would be inclined
to think there was more than full employ-
ment; that there were more jobs than
there were People available. But the state-
ments I have read disprove that com-
pletely.

Now I come back to the matter as to
whether Western Australia and the other
States must attune themselves to a cer-
tain percentage of unemployment as a
permanent cancer in the economic life of
Australia. I would like to quote an article
from The West Australian of the 9th
August, 1963. The article is headed,
"110,000 may be Jobless, says Expert," and
it reads as follows:-

Canberra, Thursday.-Australians
must be prepared to see unemployment
figures rise as high as 110,000 between
October and January, the director of
the Associated Chambers of Manufac-
tures, M. R. W. C. Anderson, said to-
day.

This rise in unemployment should
not cause loss of confidence.

flow confident can the 110,000 unemployed
be? Can they maintain full confidence if
they continue to be unemployed? But Mr.
Anderson, who is a responsible representa-
tive of industry, has just said they should.
He continues--

We must be mindful of the sobering
fact that even in January, 1960. at a
time when no one would deny that we
were in a state of full employment,
the comparable figure then was as
high as 69,000," he said.

School-leaver registration would be
at least as great as at the end of last
year.

Though the problem of unemploy-
ment was serious, it must be kept in
its proper perspective,

What does he mean by that? I would
interpret it to mean that at all times there
would be an unemployment force in Aus-
tralia. Many people who have an axe to
grind would like to see a surplus waiting
at the factory gate. There is no doubt
about that. The article continues--

A level of 1010,000 to 110,000 next
January would therefore be no cause
for discouragement or loss of confi-
dence, but simply a predictable rhythm
of the labour market.

Now let us have a look at the views of
another leader of industry. In The West
Australian of the 11th February, 1963,
there is the following-

80,000 Jobless Total Seen As
Permanent.

Melbourne, S u n d a y.-Australians
would have to get used to the idea
that there always would be 70,000 to
80,000 people out of work. Mr. W. G.
Gerard, the president of the Australian
Metal Industries Association, said to-
day.

If applications for employment
stayed at 2 per cent. of the work
force-about 86,000-Australia would
be doing well by world standards.

"We believe that much damage is
being done to our country, both at
home and abroad, to talk loosely of
100,000 people as unemployed," he
said.

The association was concerned over
the confusion which appeared to exist
in public discussion of the employment
situation, he said.

Those statements by responsible leaders of
industry indicate what their views and
their beliefs are: that there should at all
times be a permanent unemployment force
in Australia. What for? What is the idea?
I know that a few years ago one of the
economists of Tasmania said, in effect, that
it would be nice if there were an unemploy-
ment pool of 8 per cent. From my experi-
ence of industry and from my study of
economic affairs, I have no hesitation in
saying that there are people in our midst
who want a permanent pool of unemploy-
ment so that the work force of Australia
can be at least static, or, at times, possibly
depressed.

These leaders of industry, and others
like them, do not want full employment,
because when there is full employment
they know that a work force will demand
wage justice, and better working condi-
tions. I would like to continue to demon-
strate the type of propaganda that has
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been put out by this Government. In
order, however, to show the misleading
type of propaganda that is indulged in by
interested parties, I would like to quote
from an article which appeared in The
Sunday Times of the 24th February. The
article is written by a staff reporter and
states-

Work Available for Those who Look.
Five phone calls for 46 jobs.

That is propaganda of the most subtle
type. It continues--

Jobs are available in Western Aus-
tralia-for those prepared to go out
and look for them.

Yesterday I made five telephone
calls in 20 minutes--and could have
taken my choice from 46 jobs.

A further paragraph reads--
A total of 8,190 people was regis-

tered for work in the State in Jan-
uary.

An indication of this was given in The
West Australian of the 19th January,
1963.

I would like to comment on some of the
remarks made by the Minister for Indus-
trial Development. It is evident that he,
as the leader of the Liberal section of
this Government, is determined to con-
tinue with the foregoing type of propa-
ganda with a view to trying to attune the
minds of people to the belief that this
Government is impeccable; not merely that
it is a positive Government, but a superla-
tive Government.

We have been living on promises for the
past 4j years; and it appears to me that
as long as the people of Western Australia
are prepared to live on promises, so the
Government will continue to churn them
out. The Minister for Industrial Develop-
ment said that the Treasury was better
administered today than it ever was before.
One does not need to be a born financier
to know what happens at the Treasury.
In fact, one does not need to be a financir
to know what takes place in the home.
The Treasury obtains money from the
Commonwealth Government, and this fin-
ancial assistance is made available from
the Grants Commission, from loan moneys,
from taxes raised in various ways, and
from loan funds.

I do not propose to go into a mass of
figures; but suffice it to say that a number
of speakers on this side of the House have
shown that the money this Government
has received from revenue and other
sources has been far in excess, by millions
of pounds. of any money that was made
available to the Previous Government.

The previous Government decided, when
single men were out of work, that if they
qualified they would be entitled to 17s. 6id.
a week aver the pittance that was given
them under unemployment benefits. Since

this Government took office, however,
that amount has been cut out. Yet, the
present Government can find hundreds of
thousands of Pounds to pass to wealthy
companies out of the moneys at its dis-
posal. Accordingly, I do not see why the
Minister for Industrial Development should
advance as a strong argument the fact that
the Treasury is better administered now
than it was a few years ago.

When the Estimates are introduced the
figures will show how much money has
been spent. It is a poor argument for the
Minister for Industrial Development to put
up against the amendment to the motion.
to say that the Treasury is better admin-
istered now than hitherto.

He also referred to industrial trouble at
Bunbury, Kwinana, and the Ord River; and
he chided the Opposition for not doing any-
thing to resolve the disputes. The Govern-
mnent is elected by the people for specific
purposes, and it is elected to govern the
State. Certain laws are in force and they
ensure that the Government of the State
is carried out efficiently. Regarding the
disputes In the centres I mentioned, it is
the function of the Arbitration Court,
under the Powers conferred on it by the
Industrial Arbitration Act, to settle the
disputes. That procedure obtains in all
instances when industrial disputes arise.

In many industrial disputes the parties
are called together before the Arbitration
Court in an endeavour to reach a settle-
ment. In most industrial disputes the
workers have cause for complaint: and
whether or not the complaint is justified
can be determined by the investigations
made by the court in accordance with the
law. For the Minister for Industrial De-
velopment to belittle members of the Oppo-
sition for not doing anything about the
industrial disputes is to evade the issue.

In passing, I would point out that in 1952
a Liberal Government-this was a year
before the Minister first adorned this
Chamber-amended the Industrial Arbi-
tration Act by inserting severe penalty
clauses to hamstring the workers, and to
prevent them from getting what they were
entitled to. If the workers created indus-
trial disputes and fought for their rights
after the amendment of that Act, they
could be fined very heavily.

I conclude on this note: I am disgusted,
as are a large number of my electors, with
the misleading propaganda published by
this Government. The Minister for In-
dustrial Development indicated very defin-
itely that members of the Opposition were
sabotaging the efforts of the Government
to bring migrants to this State. Let me
tell him I have a very vivid recollection
that, when we were the Government and
tried to protect the small business people
of this State by passing an Act of Parlia-
ment. he took a lead in steps to sabotage
the efforts of that Government overseas.
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Mr. Hawke: And sabotage the State as
well.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: We were endeavouring
to protect the people in the State and
those coming here from overseas. Now he
charges us with sabotaging the State and
undermining the efforts of his Government.
It is regretted that the Opposition must
move the amendment to the Address-in-
Reply in order to focus attention on what
is going on, and to let the Government
know that it is only a propaganda Govern-
ment. I hope the amendment will be
agreed to.

MR. BRADY (Swan) [10.5 p.m.]: I
support the amendment because I had to
take up the position of the housing short-
age in the Swan electorate with the Min-
ister for Housing and the Minister for
Local Government before this session
commenced. I had been advised by people
calling at my home in West Midland that
they could not obtain houses from the
Housing Commission, the Railways Depart-
ment, or private landlords in the district.
Those people were employed at Midland
Junction and surrounding districts.

It seems rather ironical to have so many
people unemployed in a district where a
large number of houses are required. In
my electorate there are betwen 450 and
500 unemployed, and in The West Austra-
lian there appeared a report a few days
ago that approximately 200 young people
in my district were out of work. While
on this point I refer to some information
I received in the last hour, while this de-
bate was going on.

In May last I wrote to the Minister for
Housing about the shortage of houses in
my electorate, after I had phoned five
estate agents operating in Midland Junc-
tion, Guildford, and Eassendean. Without
exception they told me that every day
droves of people called at their offices
seeking housing accommodation. In some
cases five called each day, in others 10 or
15.

The point I emnphasise is that in the last
hour when I rang one estate agent at
Midland Junction-the only one I could
get in touch with on the phone-he told
me that a person from Collie that day had
been transferred to Midland Junction in
his employment as a railway man, and this
person begged him to obtain a house in
that locality. This worker did not want
to travel a long distance to his work, be-
cause he has a family. The agent said
to him, "Do not let me mislead you. I
would like to place you on the waiting list,
but the fact is I have between 50 and 100
People on it." That is in respect of only
one agent operating in the electorate of
Swan.

The story we have been told by members
of the Government during this debate that
it is able to satisfy the requests for housing
is entirely wrong. This estate agent also

told me about a professional man who lives
in Northam and travels to Perth each day
to his work. He travels a distance of 60
miles each way, because he cannot get
housing accommodation in the metro-
politan area. He sought the assistance of
the estate agent in getting accommodation
at Midland Junction. I highlight these two
instances, which have been confirmed by
an estate agent in Midland Junction in the
last two hours.

It is ironical that 8,000 people in Western
Australia should be looking for work at
this point of our history when we are
supposed to be making a great leap for-
ward. I do not know what the employment
situation would be if it had not been for
the Empire Games which were held in
Perth last year. The success in the holding
of the Empire Games in Perth was not
brought about by the Liberal-Country
Party Government: it was mainly brought
about by the efforts of the Labor Govern-
ment when it was in office, by bringing
a few thousand visitors from the Olympic
Games in Melbourne to Perth. Were it
not for the Empire Games, we would now
be waiting in stagnation for something to
happen to relieve the employment situa-
tion. We would be waiting for the Jap-
anese to export iron ore to Japan, or
something similar, like sponge iron to
China.

One should view these matters in their
true perspective, and not allow the Govern-
ment to get away with airy-fairy stories
that it is coping with the housing situation.
We have been told by the Government that
there is now a waiting period of only 2j
years for houses provided by the State
Housing Commission, and a wait of 12
months in the case of purchase homes.
Let me refer to a case of one of my electors,
Mrs. Hunt, residing in Bassendean. About
a fortnight ago she rang me in desperation,
because she had three sick children-one
being attended by a specialist in the Child-
ren's Hospital, another being attended by
a different doctor, and the third by yet
another doctor. These people were living
in the worst possible housing conditions
one could imagine.

What Is the story behind their case?
They told me they had applied for a house
ten years ago. A fortnight ago they phoned
me to say that they did not get a house.
I wrote to the Housing Commission and
said that in my 14 years as a, member of
Parliament these were the worst housing
conditions I had ever seen. One child is
permanently deaf as a consequence of
some sickness contracted while living under
these bad housing conditions. Two of the
other children were sick in bed. I drew
the attention of the Housing Commission
to that particular case:, and, to the credit
of the commission, within a fortnight that
family was allotted a house. However,
according to the lady concerned, they had
been waiting to get a house for ten years.
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Mr. Wild: What did your Government
do about it?

Mr. BRADY: I am telling the Minister
what has been happening in the last five
years under this Government. This Gov-
ernment is trying to make out it is on top
of things. Earlier the Minister tried to
make a point of what his Government had
done about housing. The Minister tonigtt
tried to make out that the Government
was doing a marvellous job about housing.
However, according to the financial state-
ment issued to members of Parliament,
the fact remains that fewer houses were
built in the twelve months to June, 1962,
than the Labor Government built for the
year to June, 1958.

In 1958, under a Labor Government,
6,396 houses were built. Despite all this
progress in the State: despite all those
millions that are supposed to be pouring
in: despite all this economic progress; and
despite 8,000 unemployed, in the year 1962
there were 8,392 houses built, less than
were built in the third year of the Hawke
Labor Government. So we have heard a
lot of tommyrot tonight about how this
Government is coping with the housing
shortage and supplying people with the
houses they require.

There is a 2j Years' lag at the Housing
Commission and thousands of people are
waiting for houses, and there are
8,000 Unemployed, two or three hundred
of whom are tradesmen. The effciency
of this Liberal Government is non-existent
-it is make-believe-it is poppycock. The
daily newspapers are behind this Govern-
ment; the radio is behind it; and so are
the week-end newspapers; and yet the
Government cannot cope with the position.
The unfortunate thing is that the average
person in the street does not obtain
Hansard as a limited number are Printed
and distributed. Therefore, the people are
not able to read a fair account of what is
going on.

We had a classic example of this today
when Labor members listened to both sides
of the fluoridation case. What happened?
The Press was there listening to the fluori-
dation case, but as soon as other people
came in to put up a case for anti-fluorida-
tion, the Press representatives walked out.
In the Press tomorrow will be represented
the fluoridation case, and the other case
will not be mentioned. The anti-fluorida-
tion of water case will be lost Sight Of,
but the fluoridation of water will be high-
lighted.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr. 1. W.
Manning): I cannot allow the honourable
member to continue along that line. There
is no relation between what he is saying
and the amendment moved by the Leader
of the opposition.

Mr. BRADY: You are quite right, Mr.
Acting Speaker; but I only wanted to paint
out how the Press does not give the people
all sides of the Question.

Mr. Hawke: Don't let Government mem-
hers shout you down either.

Mr. BRADY: The people do not know
what is going on and they believe all thie
propaganda that is issued about the great
leap forward, how the State is progressing,
and how the housing situation has been
coped with. I said I would read to the
House correspondence that I had received;
but before dealing with letters I wrote to
the Minister for Housing and the Minister
for Town Planning in regard to what the
agents told me about the shortage of
housing, I will read a letter I wrote on
the 15th July to Mr. Lewis of the State
Housing Commission, which is as follows:-

Confirming telephone conversation
this morning, Mr.... ........ .advises
that he has been endeavouring to get
a house for approximately 12 months.

He has a sick child, which has to
receive the attention of doctors every
second week, and recently shifted
from the country in order to save
expense and get the child regular
treatment.

He has already been in two houses
and the last one he thought would be
a Permanent tenancy but has been
advised by formal notice and legal
Papers that he must vacate within the
next seven days-see notices copies
enclosed.

I have the notice here on the file. Con-
tinuing-

I would be glad if you could arrange
some early accommodation for him.
He has been paying £4 5is. a week rent,
and showed me the rent books to prove
that he was up to date with his pay-
ments.

Mr......... .. is working for
...I... .and he strikes me as being a

responsible type of citizen.
I have received a reply stating that this
man would not be allotted a house be-
cause his case was inquired into and it
was found that he owed a nominal sum
of money somewhere else. He could not
get a Government house, although he was
UP to date with his own rent book in re-
gard to the house he was in at the
moment.

There Is a house in my electorate-at
Eden Hill-which is lying idle and has been
empty for about seven months. A man
came to mec and said he would be glad
to take the house. I have a question on
tomorrow's notice paper to find out why
that house was left vacant for six or seven
months when 4,000 or 5.000 People are
wanting houses badly. If anybody can



[ASSEMBLY.)

tell me this Government is acting effi-
ciently in regard to the housing problem
they will be able to tell me anything.

I would like to speak for a few minutes
on the unemployment Position because I
am concerned about that. We have been
told tonight that the figures during the
regime of the Labor Government were
much higher than now. As members next
to the Leader of the Opposition have
Pointed out, in January this year the
figure in this State-2.8 Per cent.-was
higher than it had been for many years,
if it had ever been that high before.

In July this year the Minister for the
Department of Labour in the Common-
wealth Government issued a monthly re-
port which stated that the increases in
the other States, mainly Western Australia
and Tasmania. had stepped up consider-
ably. The increase in Western Australia
was 399 over the previous month's figures.
This report also pointed out that Western
Australia had the second highest unem-
ployment figure, Tasmania having the
highest. On page 3 of the report it also
states that there are 81.000 People out of
work throughout Australia, and that in
Western Australia the figure had gone
up by 399.

On page 6 of this report it says that
in Western Australia the total number of
registered unemployed-you, Mr. Acting
Speaker, know as well as I do that all
unemployed people do not register-was
6,053 at the end of June. Because all
people do not register, another 3,000 or
4,000 could be added to that figure. I
have one or two where I am living in
West Midland, and I have asked them
whether they have registered and they say,
"No, We would sooner go around and get
it ourselves."

This report shows that there are 6,053
unemployed as at the end of June. It also
shows that the most unemployed on social
services were centered in the metropoli-
tan area and in Bunbury. In Perth there
were 2,775 registered, while in Bunbury
there were 249. As I said earlier, it is
ironical that in these figures for Western
Australia there are approximately 200
tradesmen seeking employment, and they
could well be occupied building houses.

I would now like to refer to an article
which appeared in the east suburban sec-
tion of The West Australian on the 11th
July this year. It is headed "Youths
Sacked to Avoid Extra Pay," and reads-

Some employers in the Midland
area are dismissing girls and Youths
when they reach an age where th:ey
have to be paid more and replacing
them with younger people.

This was claimed by a number of
young unemployed people at Midland
last week and was supported by an
employment officer.

Some of those questioned said firms
wanted younger people than the 17
to 18-year old group.

They said they had lost their jobs
when they had reached this age group
and had been replaced by 15-year olds
who had just left school.

Mr. L. Warner, district officer of the
Commonwealth Employment Service
at Midland, agreed with this view.

More than half of the unemployed
young people registered at the em-
ployment service at the end of June.
he said yesterday, had till recently
been in jobs since leaving school.

"This situation," Mr. Warner said,
"particularly applies to girls who make
up three-quarters of the unemployed
in the area under 19."

Sonme small shops dismissed their
sales girls when they were about 19.
In this way they lowered their operat-
ing costs.

It goes on to quote a number of people
and their points of view, one such view-
point being as follows:-

Another 18-year-old girl, who had
passed her Junior examination in
eight subjects, said she had almost
despaired of finding another job.

She had lost her last job as a re-
ceptionist after having worked for the
firm for 18 months.

Her position had been filled by a
girl who had just left school.

That is typical of what is going on in my
area. As well as the adult tradesmen who
are out of work, together with some semi-
skilled workers, the juniors are also getting
it in the neck. Therefore there Is every
justification for the amendment moved
by the Leader of the Opposition.

Earlier tonight the member for South
Perth was twitting the member for Mel-
yulle for not doing more about the hous-
ing position. If members would read The
Australian Worker issued on Wednesday,
the 31st July this year-I suppose some
members would regard this as being more
than in Irat dig-they would discover that
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition wrote
at length In regard to the need for housing
in Western Australia. If the member for
South Perth, or any other member on the
other side, desires to know more of what
the Deputy Leader knows about housing
and what can be done about it, I
suggest he read that article.

I said earlier that I would read a let-
ter from the Minister for Housing in re-
gard to my statement that people were
coming to my home and to agents' places
looking for houses. The following letter
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is from the State Housing Commission, and
is dated the 27th June, 1963:-

Dear Mr. Brady,
Further to my interim reply of the

17th June, and to your recent letter
in connection with the housing cir-
cumstances at Midland Junction and
Hassendean-I now wish to inform you
that the position is as follows:-

There are, at present, 37 out-
standing applications for the Mid-
land area and the vacancy rate
over the past 12 months has been
71 houses.

I will end there. He goes on to deal with
another part of my electorate and other
matters to which I will not refer. These
figures are very hard to dispute, but I
think the facts would disprove them be-
cause, as I have said before, the agents
told me-and there are no fewer than
five different agents to whom I have re-
ferred-that there is an acute shortage;
and as late as 8 o'clock tonight I phoned
one who confirmed that he has 50 to 100
on a waiting list; and there is one man
who has to travel 60 miles from Northam
because he cannot get suitable housing.

In view of these facts I feel there is
every justification for the amendment
moved by the Leader of the Opposition,
and I sincerely hope it will be carried.

MR. FLETCHER (Fremantle) [10.26
p.m.]: I support the amendment moved
by the Leader of the Opposition, which I
believe is quite justified. Hut I regret the
need for its introduction, and I regret the
need for mue to support it. However, as
this Government is not doing its job it is
necessary for the Opposition to take the
business away from the Government in this
House to demonstrate the true state of
affairs, or at least to give them publicity
in this House even if not outside. I have
been here since 1959.

Mr. O;Neil: Too long!
Mr. FLETCHER: I came here with the

honourable member who just interjected.
Mr. Graham: I don't think he should

ever have come here.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr. L. W.

Manning): Order!
Mr. FLETCHER: As I have said, I have

been here since 1959 and I can compare
the situation which existed then with that
which exists now. Irrespective of what
might have been said earlier in the House
I do not tell untruths. There has been no
deliberate misrepresentation by me. But I
will say more on that later.

Either side quoting figures will not put
people in houses. That is the plain fact;
and I do know the situation that exists,
particularly in Fremantle. The Minister
for Industrial Development I see is back
in his place. Unfortunately he missed a

lot of the discussion, but I am glad he is
here now because I would like to assure
him we get no satisfaction out of the
situation that exists. I deplore the state
of affairs that makes it necessary for us to
indulge in this criticism, because people
are paying the price for the actions not
only of the Minister for Industrial Develop-
ment but of his Government as a whole.

I say to the Minister and the front bench
that if they do not like us mentioning
these figures and the situation then the
cure is in their own hands. Overcome the
problem and take away from us the
opportunity, as is alleged, to exploit the
situation. Other members also on this side
of the House do not get any satisfaction cut
of it. It upsets me every time housing
cases come to me. They do niot worry the
Minister for Industrial Development be-
cause he is in the ivory tower in an elec-
torate where he does not meet this situa-
tion. However, I assure the Minister that
the housing situation is the biggest head-
ache to the Fremantle members.

We are in the ridiculous situation that
we as Fremantle members have to ring the
liaison officer to apply for the same house
in our area. The Hon. R. Thompson in
another place might have made represen-
tations for houses. I have done so, and so
have other members of the Upper House
apart from the Hon. R. Thompson. We
become involved in a tug of war over one
house, and there can be only one satisfied
customer.

I have on the wall of the Trades Hall
the figures which were quoted tonight by
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition.
They show the thousands of applications
which have been received for houses and
the miserable few hundred houses-I would
not be sure whether it is 300 or 500-which
are actually under construction. I draw
attention to the disparity in the figures
of the houses which are being built and
the number of applications.

I have put the figures on the wall of
the Trades Hall so that those who come to
us with housing problems can see them.
I have to tell them that I am sorry but
that I will make representation on their
behalf. That sort of thing is going on
every day in the Fremantle area. I know
the Mlinister will not do it to make my
job easier, but he should do something
zegarding housing for the people of West-
ern Australia to make their lives more
tolerable.

The other evening I quoted from The
West Australian, and in connection with
this article the Government must take its
share of responsibility. While we were
listening to the nonsense spoken by the
member for South Perth, who did not quote
anything to substantiate his case, I
made a note of what I am about
to read. The member for South Perth went
on about some hysterical theme and said
something to the effect that we were doing
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it because we got paid for it. I am not
doing this because I am getting paid for
it, but because I am trying to do something
for those people I represent. He, as did
many members on that side of the House,
represented himself as being an authority
on the subject. Will those members argue
with this authority? I quote as follows-

The analysis by Mr. Whitlam. follows
a statement by Commonwealth Statis-
tician Archer-

Who is going to argue with Commonwealth
Statistician Archer?

Mr. O'Neil: We might argue with Mr.
Whitlam.

Mr. FLETCHER: No doubt the honour-
able member would, because he is so biased.
The article continues-

-that building approvals were still
lagging behind the pre-credit squeeze
level of 1960.

Mr. O'Neil: Who said that: Mr. Archer
or Mr. Whitlain?

Mr. FLETCHER: it says. "Mr. Whitlam's
report said," and the report quotes
Mr. Archer. There are fewer 'war
service homes provided now than 10 years
.ago. Either that is true, or it is false; and
if it is false then Mr. Archer is telling lies.
The report continues-

Allocation for Housing Commission
construction this year was £4,500,000
lower than last year.

There were between 100,000 and
125,000 slum houses in Australia.

The present inadequate rate of
clearing slum houses (5,000 a year)
meant that sub-standard housing was
growing.

I have evidence of that, in my own elector-
ate. That appeared in The West Austra-
lan on the 6th December, 1962. I do not
get any satisfaction from quoting these
figures. We all belong to Western Aus-
tralia and both the State Government and
the Federal Government should be doing
more for the People of this State. I am
criticising the State Government for its
maladministration.

The Deputy Leader of the Opposition
quoted The West Australian of the 4th
June, 1963. Members opposite did not like
the nature of his comments, and when he
was speaking I made a note of an article
which appeared in The West Australian on
the l9th January, 1963. The article con-
cerns a Mr. Roberts, and it is relevant to
young people being unemployed. It reads.
as follows:-

Mr. Roberts said that in England his
wife and daughter were both working,
the f amily together earning £38
sterling (EA47 10s.) a week.

He had been told by an Australian
immigration official in Liverpool that
there was Plenty of work in W.A. for
teenagers.

He was told that there was plenty of work
for teenagers. We all know, and the Minis-
te~r himself said that he is also aware, of the
unemployment situation among teenagers.
The Minister criticises us for suggesting
that missions going overseas should not
misrepresent the situation. The article
continues-.

"Now I find they have little chance
of getting work here for some time,
and I get £19 i4s, a week," he said.

I draw the attention of members to the
disparity existing between £19 14s. and
£47 10s.

Mr. O'Neil: The £47 represents the
wages of three people, not one.

Mr. FLETCHER: To continue-
He had sold his home and furniture,

in England at a loss to come here, had
first-class references as a welding fore-
man, and could only get a standby
job as a welder on ship repair work,
he added.

Some of the men were also inter-
viewed in England by Mr. W. S.
Lonnie, or members of his State Gov-
ernment mission.

And so the sad tale goes on. I read the
other evening an article headed "Job
Shortage for Over Forties." I will not
take up the time of the House by reading
it again. The member for Mt. Haw-
thorn said it is quite obvious that a pool
of labour is required. I know of a case
where the wife of a man wrote to the
Press because her husband was on the
industrial scrap heap at 40 years of age.
Yet the Government is bringing in more
and mare people to create more and more
unemployed.

The Minister admitted the unemploy-
ment situation, and I point out that there
are now many children who are back at
school because there are no job oppor-
tunities for them. There are no jobs
available for young people. Many have
gone back to school to fill in time, and
their unfortunate parents are struggling
to keep them there in the hope that the
situation may improve at the end of the
year.

I point out that when a child reaches
the age of 16 Commonwealth Government
assistance for the parents ceases. It
ceases just when the parents need that
assistance. We have people, some of whom
are on social services, trying to manage
a home and to keep children at school.
Unfortunately, owing to the rotten econ-
omic system under which we are living,
children are driven out into the world at
a tender age in order to obtain employ-
ment to financially assist their parents;
and we all know the wastage which is
caused as a consequence. I write testi-
monials for children of that age to help
them try to get employment. Many of
those children are talented. What a loss to
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the community and to Western Australia!
The Government alleges that it is trying to
do something for them. I have been in the
House since 1959 and I have compared
the situation as it is now with what it
was then.

The Ministe-r for Industrial Develop-
ment tells us to look into the future. One
of the Minister's portfolios should be "Min-
ister for Mirrors". He is enamoured of
looking into the mirror instead of looking
behind the mirror and seeing the real
situation. He should devote himself to
looking behind the mirror and not being
spellbound by what he sees reflected in the
mirror.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: It is not a two-
way mirror.

Mr. FLETCHER: Every tradesman we
bring in to Western Australia slams the
door of opportunity in the face of a child
who could become an apprentice fitter,
turner, or an apprentice in some other
trade.

Mr. Court: That Is not correct.

Mr, FLETCHER: Those children are
our potential tradesmen. They are back
at school because of the opportunities
denied by this Government. This is
very different from the situation which
Prevailed under the labor Government.
The Labor Government provided oppor-
tunities to train apprentices, but the pre-
sent Government has given away employ-
ment opportunities to private contractors
who are too busy with profits to train ap-
prentices. The type of trademan trained
in Government establishments under Labor
is now not being trained, and when once
again we become the Government we will
have to pay the price for the situation
that members opposite have created, and
are continuing to create.

I repeat: The Minister for Industrial
Development and the Government are clos-
ing the door of opportunity in the face of
our own lads and preventing them from
being trained. Yet they express alarm at
the number of unemployed young people
in the State. Can they not see they
are aggravating the situation by bringing
in more tradesmen and slamming the door
in the face not only of our own trades-
men but also those who could be trained as
apprentices to fill the shoes of our own
tradesmen as they become older?

I would like to see the advancement that
the Minister alleges exists--I would
genuinely like to see it for the sake of
the State-and the opportunities about
which the Minister has been talking since
I have been a, member. I would like to
see them materialise: yet the Minister said
we are doing all we can to sabotage the
efforts of the Government.

Mr. Court: Well, aren't you?

Mr. FLETCHER: No: the Minister is
doing that himself. As I said earlier, the
remedy is in his own hands. He can
improve the situation and not create one
from which we can score. The remedy is
in the Minister's own hands and not in
ours. The Minister mentioned earlier with
satisfaction the prospects that exist as a
consequence of the very low frequency
station that is to be established at Exmouth
Gulf. Let me assure the House that I am
not satisfied with a situation where, like
America, we have to depend on defence
contracts to overcome our employment
problems. it shows how bankrupt of policy
this Government is, and it shows just how
bad our economic situation is when we
have to rely on defence contracts, and when
our economic situation rises and falls as a,
consequence of those defence contracts. I
certainly hope that situation will not
develop here.

The Minister said that we should encour-
age people to take employment at this very
low frequency project and accept con-
ditions only that the Employers Federation
is prepared to offer. The Trades and Labor
Council is quite justified in stating the
minimum price at which the men will sell
their labour. After all, those who sell
bread can put the price up overnight; but
can a tradesman increase his wages over-
night? He has to crawl on his hands. and
knees to the Arbitration Court to get any
increase, and today The West Australian
is advocating the men should go to the
Arbitration Court in regard to the matter.
But all that would happen would be that
they would be told to go away under cer-
tain conditions.

I get back to the remarks of the mem-
ber for Mt. Hawthorn who said that mem-
bers opposite would be satisfied with a pool
of unemployment. I am sure that Is the
situation; because the Employers Federa-
tion would then be in a better bargaining
position. They would be able to say, "Will
you accept this or that condition at the
North West Cape? Will you accept? Will
you accept?" Finally as a consequence of
the numbers available for employment,
they would be able to pull down the stan-
dards of wages and conditions that the
Trades and Labor Council wants to achieve
for people working in such a remote area.

Irrespective of whether the Minister
agrees or not, I am sure if he is reasonable
he will admit that the bargaining power of
the Employers Federation is in direct pro-
portion to the number of unemployed in
the State of Western Australia.

I started off on housing and then jumped
to unemployment. I should like to return
to the question of housing and give a few
examples. Fortunately, I have my housing
file with me, and I want to read a couple
of letters to show that the amendment to
the motion for the adoption of the Address-
in-Reply, moved by the Leader of the
Opposition, is quite justified. The first is
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a letter written to me over the signature
of the general manager of the State Hous-
ing Commission.

There is no doubt that Mr. Lewis is an
over-worked officer and if ever there was
an officer who deserved an increase in
salary, be is that person. He must have
scores of queries daily from members of
Parliament and he does a very good job
under difficult circumstances, circum-
stances which are not made any easier by
the existing Government. The letter was
addressed to me and reads as follows:-

With reference to your recent rep-
resentations on behalf of Mr. S. .
Denness, of 65 Rockingham Road,
Hamilton Hill.

Following submission of a notice to
quit this case has been reviewed and
it is advised that approval has been
granted, on an emergent basis, for
accommodation in the Fremantle area.
I must point out, however, that there
are a number of other emergent
approvals and it may be some little
time before assistance can be offered.

Mr. Denness will be contacted by
telegram immediately the Commis-
sion is in a position to allocate accom-
modation to him.

That letter was written on the 21st June.
Mr. Denness was at my house recently,
which is many weeks after the letter was
written, and he is waiting on the emergent
list. I added a footnote to the letter when
I sent it to him, and I make no apology
for it. Until recently "emergent" meant
"immediate". That is what it meant when
I first came into this House, straight after
a very satisfactory Labor Government had
been in office and had made it possible for
emergent cases to get immediate considera-
tion. The footnote I added reads as fol-
lows:-

For your information "emergent"
until recently meant "immediate".
Present Government's policy of giving
houses to tradesmen and other mig-
rants has made less homes available to
our own applicants, who have been
waiting longer periods.

I make no apology for writing to him in
those words; otherwise he would have kept
on my back and I felt I had to make some
explanation. That is the unfortunate situ-
ation that exists. Here is another letter-
just a grab sample out of my bag-which
is addressed to me-

Thank you for your letter dated 8th
May in which You advise that Mr. J.
J. Richmond is now residing at c/o
Mr~ts. Franklin of 6 Pier St, East Fre-
mantle, that one child is boarding at
another address and that payment for
-storage of furniture is a further econ-
ninic burden.

I draw the House's attention to this ridicu-
lows situation. The letter goes on-

The difficulties of this family are
keenly appreciated and every endeav-
our will be made to treat this as a
special emergent case and provide ac-
commodation at the earliest possible,
date.

It looks as though we have emergent
emergent cases.

As regards the child who was living
away from home because there was not
sufficient accommodation for her in the
overcrowded house, she was a daughter,
16 years of age-a dangerous age to be
separated from her family. That is the
age when she needs her family most-a
family divided. The West Australian news-
paper does not print that sort of thing.
It talks of the situation that is alleged to
exist in Czechoslovakia, China, or some of
these other nations, just to take attention
away from the situation that exists, not
in the countries mentioned but right under
our noses. I think it was Socrates who
said-as I have mentioned in this House
before-

To cover a local evil create a menace
abroad.

We are speaking of the menace that exists.
If the public only knew it there Is a menace
-this Government-right on its doorstep!I
Of course, those cases are only those which
concern families, but there are just as
many single-unit applications. What a
ridiculous situation it is when Western
Australian families are paying storage
charges for their furniture because they
do not have sufficient accommodation in
which to place it; and one has a daughter
16 years of age who is living apart from it.

I have another case here concerning a
Mr. Coates. This man is not a constituent
of mine but resides in the electorate of
my colleague who sits alongside me, but
who is now in hospital. However, I some-
times look after some of his problems. This
Mr. Coates has waited in the Cockburn
area for 12 weeks on the emergent list.
Do you not think, Mr. Speaker, that I was
justified in writing to the per son men-
tioned and pointing out that the word
"emergent" used to mean "immediately"?
Now, howvever, it means m;any weeks hence;
and, in fact, is absolutely indefinite.

As I said earlier, I do not get any satis-
faction in quoting these cases, but I will
now relate the figures of unemployment for
six months of 1962 and compare them
with the six months of the current year.
I will take them in sequence and the good
with the bad, but I can assure the House
that they are mostly bad.

On the 1st February, 1962, 7,576 persons
were registered for employment with the
Commonwealth Employment Office; and
on the 1st February, 1963-12 months later
-8,119 people were registered for employ-
ment with that office. So there is the reply
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to the misleading statements made by those
members on the other side of the House
including the claptrap mentioned by the
member for South Perth about conditions
being better under this Government. Those
figures completely refute that honourable
member's statement.

The situation has deteriorated by an in-
crease of 614 unemployed. On the 2nd
March, 1952, there were 6,777 unemployed,
and on the 2nd March, 1963, 7,122 persons
were unemployed-a deterioration of 345.
Is the position improving? What about
the statement now made by the Minister
for Industrial Development assuring us
that things were getting better! On the
30th March, 1962, those registered for
employment numbered 5,546; and on the
29th March, 1963, the number was 6,204
-a disparity of 658. The situation had
deteriorated further by 658 unemployed.
On the 1st June, 1962, there were 5,010
registered for employment with the Com-
monwealth Employment Office; and on the
26th April, 1963. 5,526 people were regis-
tered-a worsening of the situation in that
period by 516. On the 29th June, 1962,
there were 5,320 people unemployed; and
on the 31st May. 1963, 5,654 people were
registered for employment. That shows
an increase of 334 people that were added
to the list of unemployed.

The sixth list of figures 1 promised to
quote, shows that on the 27th July, 1962,
there were 5,882 people unemployed-, and
on the 28th June, 1963, this figure had
risen to 6,053, showing that the situation
had deteriorated further still by an in-
crease of 733 in the ranks of the unem-
ployed. Those figures completely refute
any nonsense that has emanated from the
other side of the House and shows, with-
out any shadow of a doubt, that the situa-
tion has deteriorated.

Therefore, the member for Mt. Haw-
thorn and other members on this side
of the Chamber are quite justified in being
concerned over this situation and one can
quite understand that workers will not
be prepared to accept conditions. 'This
Houlse is quite jus-tified in showing its con-
cern because such a situation can develop.

Mr. Grayden: What percentage of the
work force are you talking about?

Mr. FLETCHER: I have quoted all the
figures I intend to quote on the situation.
I ask: would not the percentage increase
if the numbers registered for em-
ployment had also increased? The answer
to that is elementary and I am not going
to quote precentages.

Mr. Grayden: The important thing is
to show what percentage of the wdrk force
is unemployed.

Mr. Hawke-: Tell him the January per-
centage this year!

Mr. Grayden: The lowest number of
school-leavers ever.

Mr. Hawke: Yes, 2.8 per cent.
Mr. FLETCHER: I returned to the

Chamber as the member for Mt. Lawley
was holding forth and I heard him quote
from Hanzsard some of the statements I
have made in this House. I know my ex-
planatlons will never satisfy those on the
other side of the House. I obtained that
information from an unemployed colleague
from my union whom I met in the street.
I frequently see him at my own union
meetings, together with many other
workers because I attend the union meet-
ings as often as the opportunity presents
itself.

That worker gave me the names of cer-
tain firms whilst we were standing in a
busy street. If, as, a consequence of my
misunderstanding, the names of those
firms which were given to me in a busy
street full of traffic cannot be found in
the register in the companies' office, I am
not surprised. There would be quite a
simple explanation for that.

Mr. O'Connor: Don't you think that a
great deal of injury could be done to many
innocent people?

Mr. PLETCHER: I made the statement
in this House that all employers are not
the same and that statement was re-
corded in Hansard. However, in support
of my contention that the situation had
worsened I did make the statement that
there were some unscrupulous employers
who took advantage of the unemployment
situation.

If the honourable member has asked
the representatives of a company as to
whether I alluded to their firm and if that
company represents the benign type of
employer, I will admit that I have dlone
that firm an injustice. However, appar-
ently some firms deserve the criticism, be-
cause I am not In the habit of telling un-
truths. I repeat that this man whom I
met in the street told me he bad know-
ledge of certain firms which are indulging
in this kind of malpractice.

Mr. Grayden: You specifically mentioned
certain firms.

Mr. FLETCHER: I have said that the
man in industry is better qualified than
the member for South Perth in regard to
these matters, or even the member for
Mt. Lawley. I attend union meetings
regularly and I am well acquainted with
what goes on on the industrial front.
However, I make no apologies for men-
tioning specific names of firms: but it is
unfortunate if one of the firms I did men-
tion does niot indulge in this malpractice.

The evidence is available, however, and
we can see at the North West Cape the
situation that is now developina. In re-
gard to that area there is a sufficient num-
ber of unemployed to take away the bar-
gainin pnwer of the unions. The em-
ployers will certainly take advantage of the
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situation if they can. I believe the stories
of the tradesmen I meet, and those who
are in need of houses, and of the other
requirements to which we in Western
Australia are' entitled, and which this
Government is not providing.

I rang the Department of Labor and
National Service the other day and spoke
to an officer there. I know the officer
quite well, but I will not mention his name
in this H-ouse. I would like members to
believe, however, that I did have the phone
conversation with him, even though I may
not be able to supply evidence of it. The
official I have mentioned told me there
were unemployed boilermakers and fitters.
He said that I could quite safely mention
that fact.

I know very well where they came from.
They were employed at Alcoa and other
establishments. They were brought here,
and offered all sorts of rosy promises be-
fore they left England. They came here
and now we find they are unemployed;
and the opportunity is ripe for them to
be exploited and to be compelled to accept
conditions which they otherwise might not
be prepared to accept at the North West
Cape and elsewhere.

one of these men came to me recently-
he lives in the district represented by the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition--seeking
alternative accommodation to that pro-
vided by the Minister for Immigration.
Not only was he unemployed but his
family was also being eaten to death by
mosquitoes. I noticed one of the child's
legs and there were bites as big as six-
pences on it. Is it any wonder these people
are sick to death of the conditions?

It might seem of little consequence to
members on that side of the House that
people should come out from England;
that they should have to wait for jobs at
Point Walter where they are housed under
circumstances that make it possible far
our local mosquitoes to attack them. Pre-
cautions should at least be taken to make
their miserable lives a little happier by
installing the necessary wire mesh and
screens to exclude the mosquitoes.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Why can't they
install these things themselves?

Mr. PLETCHER: I admit that we
should not spoonfeed these people;, but
when we offer them houses while they are
in England we should provide decent ac-
commodation after satisfying local de-
MandS. I am merely painting the picture
as it exists.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: I suppose Mr.
Lonnie said there would be flywire doors.

Mr. FLETCHER: I do not suggest that;
-but I would ask the Government to do
all it can to help these folk. The Govern-
ment tries to blind us by all sorts of
-excuses. I will read one such example
,of the type of nonsense and gobbledegook
that is used to confuse people. It is an

extract from the Daily News of the 9th
August, 1962. This was extracted from
an American journal and used by Kirwan
Ward. Before I read the article, however,
I would like to say that the Minister for
Industrial Development indulges in similar
economic gymnastics to those typified in
the following paragraph:-

Activity: The commerce department
reports that sales and income figures
show an easing up of the rate at which
business is easing off, proof of the
Government's contention that there is
a slowing up of the slow down. It
suggests that the climate is right for
an adjustment of the readjustment.
Unemployment: We find a definite
decrease In the rate of increase,
clearly showing a letting up of the let-
down. Of course, if the slowdown
should speed up, the decrease in the
rate of increase of unempolyment
would turn into an increase in the de-
crease of unemployment. But the in-
dicators suggest a levelling off, fol-
lowed by a slowdown of the pickup.

We have been entertained by the Min-
ister tonight; and ever since I have been
in this House we have been given all sorts
of promises. Unfortunately I have been
in the position of sitting here on the
Opposition benches while listening to this
sort of claptrap from that side of the
House. I feel quite justified in rising to
support the amendment moved by the
Leader of the Opposition. The amend-
ment is a good one, and the Government
should give an account of its stewardship.

MR. ROSS HUTCHINSON (Cotteslee-
Minister for Health) [11.7 pin.]: I oppose
the amendment.

Mr. Jamieson: Why?
Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: I believe

there is no real reason for its being tacked
on to the Address-in-Reply. It should
not be thought that the Government is
completely satisfied at the existing hous-
ing or employment situation. Indeed, it
would be a foolish Government that said
it was.

Mr. W. Hegney: That is what you lead
the public to believe.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: The Gov-
ernment does suggest, however, that a
very reasonable job of work has been done
in tackling the problems to which I have
referred, having regard to the other diffi-
culties surrounding the situation. As has
been pointed out by the member for
Balcatta, it is true that while the Labor
Government was in office it made con-
siderable progress in reducing the number
of applications for houses. It also built
a substantial number of homes, especially
in two particular years of its term of
office; and for the work it did in that
time it should receive due credit.
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I must, however, subtract from that
credit to a certain extent, because in the
latter Years of the Hawke Government's
regime the State was not progressing.
There was no infusion of new people, and
to my mind the State was largely static.
The work force had dropped quite con-
siderably; unemployment generally over a
period of time was high; and probably
the significant thing is that it consistently
reached the highest rate in Australia. It
is much easier in static conditions to
combat housing problems than it is when
a State is progressing and the demand is
so much heavier.

Under the regime of the Brand Govern-
ment the record shows a substantial im-
provement in the housing Position, because
the number of applicants has been lowered
still further. As I said previously, due
credit should be given to the Brand Gov-
ernment; but instead of subtracting any-
thing from the credit, something should
be added, because the State is now pro-
gressing rapidly, and has had a large in-
fusion of new people, as a result of which
many thousands of new people have been
included in the State's population. When
the number of applicants for houses is
lowered to 5,800 from 8.000, added credit
should be given to the Government for its
success in lowering the number of home
seekers.

The member for Halcatta criticised the
Government for the large number of ap-
plicants for the new fiats at Swanbourne
for single females. He said there were '72
fiats, and quoting the figure, which I
gave him in answer to a Question, over
800 applicants.

Mr. W. Hegney: There were 844 appli-
cants.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: It is true
there was a large number; but it must be
remembered that was the first occasion
when accommodation of this type was
offered to the people of Western Australia.
It was a new field and a new venture for
the State Housing Commission, and it was
only natural to receive a large number of
applicants. It was equally natural for the
State Housing Commission to establish,
maintain, apply, and adhere to some
criterion.

As the member for Cottesloe I myself
received letters from very many people
seeking single unit female accommodation
at Swanbourne. Quite a number of them
called on me or phoned me. A large num-
ber of them were suitably housed, and I
told them they had no opportunity of get-
ting one of the flats. Various friends of
mine rang me up and said they wanted
this type of accommodation for their
mothers. Obviously preferential treatment
cannot be allowed, and a criterion has to
be established to prevent, as far as pos-
sible, the wrong people from getting these

fiats. They should be allocated to people
who -Properly deserve them. For that
reason attempts were made by the State
Housing Commission to allocate this ac-
commodation in a sensible manner.

Mr. Graham: There is no such criterion
applied to any other form of housing ac-
commodation.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINqSON: If the mem-
ber for Balcatta were the Minister for
Housing in this Government I feel sure
that, being an intelligent person, he would
apply some criterion.

Mr. Graham: To correct You, when our
Government decided to build accommoda-
tion for pensioner couples we did not make
a half-hearted effort. We built many
hundreds of those units, but the ordinary
formula for allocation applied to them.

Mr. ROSS HU.TCHINSON: I would point
out this was the first time the State Hous-
ing Commission entered into the field of
single-unit-female accommodation.

Mr. Graham: That is not so. The same
thing was done in South Perth.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: It was im-
perative to apply some standard to the
applicants.

Mr. Graham: The normal standard.

Mr. ROSS HUTCINSON: It must be
admitted there are housing and unemploy-
ment Problems, but they are being tackled
by the Government in a Pretty sound
fashion. The prime point to consider is
that at present the Brand Government
faces problems pertaining to progress in
the two fields I mentioned, while the
Hawke Labor Government during its term
had to face those problems in a stagnating
State. Under the circumstances, the effort
of the Government in reducing the num-
ber of outstanding applicants for houses
from approximately 8,000 to 6,000 is very
worth while indeed.

I refer to some figures which were
quoted by the Deputy Premier earlier this
evening when he compared housing figures
relating to the Hawke Government, and
those relating to the Brand Government.
I have to point out that outstanding ap-
plications for purchase and rental homes
stood at 5,800 on the 30th June, 1963, as
against 7,985 when the Government took
over from the previous Goverrnent.

A query was raised by the Deputy reader
of the Opposition as to the inclusion of
war service homes in those figures, and the
Deputy Premier said he thought they did
include war service homes. At the conclu-
sion of his speech the Deputy Premier
asked me to ascertain whether that was
so. and I am able to say the figures do not
include war service homes.

Mr. Graham: How many outstanding
applications for war service homes would
there be?
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Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: I cannot give
the figure offhand. The figure of 5,800
outstanding applications could have been
considerably lowered, had it not been for
the buoyancy of the State's economy. The
buoyancy caused the average annual lodg-
ments to increase to 6.350 with a lower
rate oif withdrawals.

Mr. Graham: How can you improve the
situation if you receive 6,000 applications
and only provide 3,000 homes? Surely the
number of outstanding applications would
increase by 3,000!

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: The figures
I have quoted are correct, as far as I can
ascertain.

Mr. Graham: Taking the year ended the
30th June, 1963, there were 5,800 outstand-
ing applications. Only 3,000 of the 6.000
applications lodged in that year were
satisfied, so obviously the outstanding
applications would be increased by 3,000.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: I cannot tell
the honourable member whether the figure
of 5,800 outstanding applications includes
the figures he referred to. The waiting
Period quoted by the Deputy Premier to
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition for
purchase homes was 12 months; but the
information which I gave previously, in
reply to a question last week, was that the
waiting period varied up to 18 months in
the case of purchase homes.

The Deputy Premier asked me to ascer-
tain the facts of the situation, and I can
say there was an error in his notes which
showed that the waiting period varied from
12 months in the case of purchase homes,
to 30 months in the case of rental accom-
modation. This is wrong. His notes
had been so condensed as to give
the wrong impression completely. The
waiting period varies from 12 months
to 30 months for rental accommodation and
up to 18 months for purchase homes. The
Deputy Premier requested me to point out
the error in the notes supplied to him.

I think I should point out that in each
year of the Brand Government's period of
office, completion of homes has steadily
increased from 1,018 in 1959-60 to about
1,700 in 1962-63. I am not sure of that
figur-it is either just below or just over.
' This is without departing from recognised
financing or noticeable increase in costs
even though metropolitan houses were of
brick veneer or full brick construction, and
have been progressively improved by the
provision of hot water systems, copper
water services, low-down flushing suites,
stainless steel troughs. etc.: and, in many
country centres, metropolitan designs are
being increasingly used.
II do not intend to go on further with

these notes as the Deputy Premier ha-s
given them in another form. Therefore.
in conclusion. I would say that it would
appear that the case presented by the

Opposition is not so strong as to warrant
the censure of the Government because-

Mr. Graham: You couldn't have been
listening.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: -the situa-
tion has improved quite considerably since
the Labor Government went out of office.

Mr. Graham: You are deceiving your-
self when you say that.

MR. ROWBERRY (Warren) [11.22
p.m.): Like the Minister for Industrial
Development I wish to make it perfectly
clear where I stand with regard to this
amendment. I regret, with my Leader,
the failure of the Government to meet
adequately the need of the community for
reasonable housing accommodation and to
maintain employment for adults and young
people at higher levels.

I anm not one who believes that the
problem of unemployment can ever be
solved under the present economic set-up.
The present economic set-up is against
employment at all times. The greatest
costs in industry are labour costs, wages,
and salaries; and costs, of course, are
anathema to private enterprise and must
be cut down at every opportunity. So,
under the present economic set-up of
private enterprise, which is supported by
the present Government, there can be no
Solution. If it were possible of solution,
the question Would be what degree of re-
sponsibility is attached to Governments.

This problem is one for Governments all
over the free world. Whether it exists
on the other side of the Iron Curtain we
are not allowed to know very clearly; but
I imagine that it would not exist to the
same extent, because public enterprise on
the other side of the Iron Curtain has not
the same all-consuming desire of our
private enterprise. The welfare and com-
fort of the people appear to be the prime
objectives of Governments there.

it has been said that in education there
is no real substitute for religion. Neither
can there be any real substitute in the
economic set-up for aL creative and pur-
posef ul job. Our young people require
employment, not only to create a demand
for the good things our economic set-up
is capable of producing, but also for
character building purposes; and the fact
that they are being deprived of employ-
ment is something which Governments
should seriously consider.

I said at the beginning it was problem-
atical whether a Government should be
held responsible for the employment of
the people, and that the situation was
world-wide. Because of mechanisationi,
automation, and other labour-saving de-
vices, more and more People are being
deprived of the opportunity of healthy
creative work. What can we do about it?
This Government, in its desire to create
employment, has induced a great amount
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of money to be invested in this State. In
fact, I have a list here and, at the risk
of annoying members on this side, I will
read some of it. It is an extract from
Comnmerce Industrial and Mining Review
of March, 1963-and this sort of thing has
been going on since this Government came
into office. I quote from the journal as
follows:-

A £V million lubricating oil refinery
addition to British Petroleum's £50
million Icwinana refinery;

Laporte Titanium's £4 million titan-
ium oxide plant at Bunbury;

Alcoa's £10 million alumina refinery
at Ewinana based on Darling Range
bauxite;

Broken Hill Proprietary's £40 million
Integrated iron and steel industry, to-
gether with its development of Kool-
yanobbing iron ore resources and £6
million development of IKoolan Island
iron ore resources;

Kalgoorlie-Kwinana's £41 million
rail standardisation project entailing
with spurs the construction of 500
miles of new 4 ft. 8J in. tracks;

Australian Paper Mills £4 million
Spearwood mill project;

Thie United States naval radio com-
munications £35 million station at
Exmouth Gulf, which with an air base
addition could become an £80 million
investment:

And the £10 million Muja power
station near Collie.

Public Works, Agriculture and ancil-
lary Industries for the major projects
listed above are, combined, responsible
for a major build-up of production and
for population in Western Australia.

One would Imagine that with all these
Projects, either started or about to be
brought into being, there would not be any
unemployment in this State at all. I
would consider the main purpose of bring-
ing industry to this State would be to give
the people gainful employment in those
industries. There can be no substitute for
gainful employment. We have a very poor
substitute for employment in unemploy-
ment relief and social services, which is a
most unsatisfactory situation for anyone
to be caught up in. If people are un-
employed they can make no effective
demand upon the industries that are being
brought to this State; they can make no
effective demand upon primary production:
and they can make no effective demand
upon imports which are in exchange for
our exports.

Because of that they cease to be
markets; and markets are merely people
with money in their pockets to spend. If
we create unemployment, or if we fal
to solve the problem of unemployment,
then we gradually deteriorate as far as
being a State is concerned, because we

have no markets internally and therefore
we lose our export markets. That is the
long-range viewpoint of the situation.
Therefore the fact cannot be avoided that
unemployment is a very serious problem
in any community.

The Government claims that it has done
its utmost to create employment for tbe
people of this State. The Minister for
Industrial Development during the course
of his remarks used the same old story:
that we on this side are creating a de-
featist attitude-an attitude of despair;
we are causing distrust and perturbation-
that is a good word, or at least sounds like
a good one-among the people of this
State. He states that by exposing certain
things which his Government created, we
are causing the distrust and perturba-
tion.

What would the Minister have us do?
Would he have us just be quiet about
these things? Did the Minister himself
keep quiet when he was in a similar situa-
tion when on this side of the House? No
one in this Parliament did more to create
distrust and perturbation among probable
investors in this State than did the Min-
ister for Industrial Development when he
was on this side of the House. There-
fore it ill-behoves him to take Opposi-
tion members to task for exposing what
they consider is the failure which has
been admitted by the member for South
Perth in a weak moment when he accused
the Leader of the Opposition of taking
advantage of the Government's weakness.
That will be recorded.

So I1 would ask the Minister for In-
dustrial Development: Who created the dis-
trust, despair, and perturbation amongst
the people employed by State Building
Supplies in Pemberton? Who was re-
sponsible for creating that disturbance?
Does the Minister for Industrial Develop-
ment gain any satisfaction from the fact
that a great overseas company came here
and was practically given a State enter-
prise and has now shown a profit?

I said earlier that private enterprise is
merely concerned with profit. It must
have profit to justify itself. All its efforts.
its economy, and its management are
directed towards making a favourable
balance sheet-a balance sheet of £ s. d.
This company has shown a profit of
£68,000 for the year 1962-63 at the ex-
pense of many People-at the expense of
the 150 who are now unemployed at Fern-
berton, and at the expense of people who
have been thrown out of work at Collie.
Are these the sort of things that private
enterprise is going to do to people of this
State?

The Government is trying to justify
itself for having brought more people to
this country. The Government says that
to make this State rise from the ground,
we must have a great increase in popula-
tion.
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Mr. Hovel?: You came here, you know.
Mr. Graham: Not under this Govern-

ment.

Mr. ROWBERRY: I wonder what on
earth is the use of bringing more and more
people to this country when there are
thousands of its inhabitants already look-
ing for work. Is there any sense in that?
The Minister said that to lift the State
off the ground we must have more people.
What are we going to do with them? Put
them on the dole and make them an
extra charge on the economy of the
country? Or are we going to give them
creative work? If we are going to give
them creative work it should be possible
to make a survey of the work force re-
quired for the State's expansion. Surely
that would be the scientific and reasonable
way to go about the matter instead of
sending Mr. Lonnie or any other Mr. to
the Old Country to induce people to come
out here with flowery and rosy stories
about this State. We would then know
just how many people we could absorb
economically without any upset to these
people.

It is unfair to paint very rosy pitoures
which cannot be substantiated. It was
done before I came to the country. This
country did not look at all like the pic-
tures conveyed at Home. However, do
not let it be thought that I am not satis-
fied with what I have accomplished and
gained in this country. But the people in
the old Country are growing up in an
entirely different environment. They have a
different outlook from that of the average
Australian. They are not so self-sufficient.
They have everything provided for them
from infancy. To put a new axe handle on
an axe, they would take it to a specialist
in the Old Country-even a simple thing
like that. Therefore these people must
have special treatment, and it is unfair
to bring them out here without fulfilling
the rosy promises delivered to them in
the Old Country.

I said it could be possible to have a sur-
vey made of the labour requirements and
skilled labour force requirements before
we launched any migration scheme. I
think that is reasonable and would be
efficient. The Minister for Industrial De-
velopment prides himself on his efficiency.
But was this done? The Government
said, "We are short of skilled labour."

On the 4th April, 1963, the Premier was
very much annoyed over Mr. Chamber-
lain's statement about the drive for
migrants overseas, and he alleged that our
actions seemed to be aimed at under-
mining the migration drive, which is
essential for the progress of the State. I
wrote a letter to The West Australian
about this which, in company with other
letters, was entirely ignored. Generally
the manager of The West Australian

writes me a letter and asks me to alter or
amend certain statements or figures; but
this one was entirely ignored.

I quoted that in the Daily News pub-
lished on or about Thursday, the 12th
October, 1961, Mr. Frank Ledger past
President of the Employers Federation, is
reported as saying-

By next year there will be virtually
no unemployment. We will want far
more tradesmen to meet next year's
programme than are now in the State.

In the same issue, Chamber of Commerce
President, Mr. J. F. H. Campbell said-

Extra workers coming into the State
will mean the building of new homes,

*and will create more work for the
butcher, baker and candlestick maker
(shades of the S.E.C.). The immedi-
ate reaction, we have every hope is,
that unemployment will be completely
eliminated from W.A.

and Mr. Brand had to be in on the Brand
wagon on this occasion, too. He was not
going to be outdone by any of these
apostles of hope and prediction, and in the
same issue of the Daily News he said-

I believe that when the actual con-
struction of the line (new standard
gauge railway) begins, we will be faced
with a shortage of labour-both skilled
and unskilled.

That was in 1961. In January, 1962, thIs
State had the highest unemployment
figure in its history. So there is room for
doubt on this side of the House that this
problem has been efficiently coped with.

We have the Chamber of Commerce and
leading industrialists in the State predict-
ing something which has not come to pass.
We have the Premier jumping on the band
wagon and being completely deluded by the
same hopeful predictions. There is room
for doubt, and room for the amendment to
the Address-in-Reply, in order to give
members on this side of the House an
opportunity of expressing their dissatisfac-
tion at the programme of providing gain-
ful employment to as many pkeople as
possible.

Much has been made of the fact that
only 2.8 per cent, of the work force of the
State are unemployed. The Government
appears to have gained much satisfaction
from that. Suppose one of the members
on the Government side of the House was
stricken with a malignant tumor, and I
said to him, "Do not worry about that;
you are only half per cent, of the mem-
bers of this Chamber; why should you
wprry?" To quote 2.4 per cent., 2.6 per
cent. or 2.8 per cent. is just as stupid. It
is most illogical. is there any satisfaction
for a person who is unemployed knowing
that he is .1 or .001 per cent. of the total
number of unemployed? Is there any
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satisfaction for his wife in knowing that
he is only a certain percentage of the
unemployed in this State? Let us put our-
selves in Gilligan's place.

The Minister for Industrial Develop-
ment referred, in his column, to the eco-
nomic situation. I think he must have
been prompted by the seminar which was
held at the Cottesloe Civic Centre on
decentralisation and the provision of In-
dustries for country towns. I was happy
to hear a speaker, who addressed us on
economics, say that the human factor in
economics-especially political economics
-was very important; and the Minister for
Industrial Development quoted something
like that in his column in The West Aus-
talian. He is climbing onto the band
wagon, trying to make it appear to the
public that although he is an accountant
he also has a heart of gold, a heart in
which the milk of human kindness runs
riot. I hold him responsible above anyone
else for Pemberton being reduced as a town
by 50 per cent. I hold him entirely re-
sponsible for the situation at Collie.

The Government has tried to justify
Itself for bringing people into the State by
saying that we are short of skilled labour.
An article appeared in The Weekend News
on the 10th August, 1963, written by John
Hutton, who was trained at the London
School of Economics. He was awarded an
R. & I. Bank Fellowship two years ago in
marketing, to assist the development of
markets for Western Australian products,
particularly overseas markets. In connec-
tion for the need for skilled workers in
Western Australia, Mr. Hutton said as fol-
lows:-

"Let's try to free the market by
encouraging new entry into W.A. in-
dustry, rather than being restrictive
and trying to stablise the limited
market controlled by existing enter-
prises."

Backing his claim, Hutton points to
the answers given to the questions:
"What are the main difficulties of
getting into your industry?" Of the
172 replies given, 96 blamed the limited
size of the market combined with the
size of existing companies: 70, the
difficulty of raising capital for the low
return available; 34, the lack of tech-
nical know-how; 23, the "tying up"
of existing raw materials by those
already established.

So much for the desire of the Government
to bring new industries into the State.
According to this survey the raw materials
which we have available are already tied
up by existing companies. I wonder what
the Minister for Industrial Development is
going to do about that.

Mr. Graham: Nothing.

Mr. ROWBERBY: The following is the
crux of the whole questionnaire:-

Only 18 gave the answer the W.A.
Government has stressed: "The lack of
skilled tradesmen."

We have the Government doing every-
thing in its power to bring skilled artisans
into the State, when only 18 of those com-
Panies which are already in the State
referred to the lack of skilled tradesmen.
Surely I have said enough to prove that
we on this side have sound grounds for
supporting the amendment.

As regards the question of housing, it
would appear from some of the statements
that have been made from the Govern-
ment side of the House that in certain
districts, so far as housing is concerned,
things are quite all right. In my electorate
I have had efficient and considerate treat-
ment from the State Housing Commission
in regard to any problems I have, but, like
the member for Collie, we have a surplus
of empty houses in my electorate and the
chief blame, or the whole blame for it,
must be attributed to the present Govern-
ment.

MR. HALL (Albany) [11.51 p.m.]: The
amendment is a means of censuring the
Government on two very serious matters.
I am most concerned with the problem of
unemployment, but I will also touch
briefly on the housing aspect. Both mat-
ters raised by the Leader of the Opposition,
namely unemployment and housing, bear
a close affinity to each other. The main
problem in the Albany electorate-and I
think the same applies to the whole State
-is in regard to Young married men of
25 or thereabouts. They find it difficult
to obtain continuity of employment.

Much of the information published by
the Commonwealth Department of Labour
refers to seasonal unemployment; but a
rather significant feature of this seasonal
unemployment is that it occurs at different
times of the year. Nature forces seasonal
conditions upon us and therefore unem-
ployment can occur at different periods of
the year. In order to get a proper appre-
ciation of what the department means in
its articles to the Press we have to look
at the seasons and how they affect the
employment position before we can be-
lieve any of the figures poured out by
this source.

I have had young chaps come to me
in recent times seeking employment, and
here I would like to pay a tribute to
the Minister for Works. When I have
made approaches to him for some conti-
nuity of labouring work, such as sewerage,
drainage, or extension of the reticulated
water scheme, in order to maintain the
present rate of employment, he has en-
deavoured to do something about it; but
he has never been able to provide sufficient
employment to take up the slack brought
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about by these so-called seasonal condi-
tions. Consequently we find that the
young people concerned drift away, leav-
ing their wives and families behind. They
move miles away seeking work.

While I was at Kalgoorlie working on
the by-election I was informed that work
was available in that electorate, and when
I returned to Albany I told a couple of
young chaps that they would probably
find work in that district. They spent a
good deal of money, probably nearly all
they had, and they went up there and
were able to get about two days' work
only. This was brought about by the
closure of the Bullfinch mine and other
mining projects around the place. They
found that the requirements of the mines
had been filled by skilled .tradesmen.
Forthwith they decided to come to the
metropolitan area but they got in a queue
with about a thousand others. There were
many who did not even bother to go in
and register but went away in disgust.

The employment position in the metro-
politan area has become acute, and it is
being aggravated because of migration
from the country areas. Men are seeking
other avenues of employment, and while
that sort of thing continues the problems
in regard to housing in the metropolitan
area will be accentuated. That was illus-
trated by those members who said that
where there is no employment there are
empty houses. So it can be seen that
the two problems go hand in hand. If
we want to cure the problem we have to
get down to the basic principle of what
is actually happening. Why should these
young men have to travel so f ar afield to
obtain employment? Is it usual for the
Government to break up their domestic
lives and force them to be sent further
afield to seek mythical jobs, getting a
day's work here, and sometimes a week
there, and returning home to find that
the family has accumulated medical debts
and arrears in rent?

The Chief Secretary would not know
anything about arrears in rent, as it affects
the Albany district, because he is not the
Minister for Housing. But mnfy of these
men~. have accumulated debts of £50 or
£60. I1 have tried to rectify the position
but it is caused by spasmodic employment
and an inability to find a continuity of
employment. These people are in dire
straits. They have medical debts and
they are in debt to the Housing Commis-
sion as well. It is not a nice position for
a young couple to have to fate.

Then we get the repercussions from this
state of affairs and this sort of thing does
come under the control of the Chief Sec-
retary. They stoop to crime to try to
rectify their position when they cannot
get employment with the devastating re-
sult that they find themselves in gaol.
They commit a sin in the hope that they
will be able to pay off their debts, but

we find that many of them are in Fre-
mantle gaol today as a result of it. I have
made representations to the Minister for
Justice to try to get some of them out of
gaol and into a job and I have been suc-
cessful in one or two cases, but not many.

A good barometer regarding the eal-
ployinent position in this State is the
industry with which I was associated for
many years.-something like 31 years. I
refer to the textile trade-the Albany
Woollen Mills. During only one period in
the history of the establishment has it
closed and that was for a period of six
weeks. Then, because of rehabilitation
Provided by Labor Governments it
staggered on to its feet and became a very
successful and enterprising business. To-
day that industrial concern is standing off
its staff on a general basis of one week
off in three. One might say that some of
the people concerned are married women.
But in many instances the husbands of
those women have been out of work be-
cause of the seasonal conditions that we
hear so much about. In many cases the
wife has been the only source of income
for the family.

The industry certainly needs some form
of protection. As the memaber for the
electorate concerned, I have made repre-
sentations to the Leader of the Opposition
in the Federal H-ouse (Mr. Calwell) to en-
deavour to get some protection by way of
tariff control on the particular commodi-
ties which affect the industry and which
are driving it into its present bedrock
state.

I believe the present State Govern-
ment has done something to assist by
giving the industry contracts for Govern-
ment work. But that was something that
was in vogue when the Labor Party was
in power; it was something established by
the present Leader of the Opposition (Mr.
Hawke). It is a creditable policy, but I
believe the Government should go fur-
ther than that and make representation
to the Federal authorities concerned to
have something done about the matter. I
am speaking in this vein tonight in the
hope that something will be done along
the lines I have suggested.

This is the only textile factory of any
magnitude in the State, and at the
moment it is suffering a recession, or a
slump. This is not just ballyhoo, or a
seasonal condition. it is a, pressure that
now exists and it is of concern both to
the management of the company and the
commercial world of Albany because it
has brought about a great decrease in the
large wage packet of that company. if
from a population of 14,000 people there
is removed a company which employs a
large number of wage earners the money
circulatinqr in the tow-.n is considerably re-
duced. That represents, as it were, a
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barometer of the economic position of
this State, and we ask: Why has it
happened?

It is not entirely due to imports,
although they have had a bearing on the
position. The spending power of the
people has been reduced by unemploy-
ment and the feeling of insecurity and
uncertainty. This winter has indeed been
cold enough for the blanket production
of the Albany Woollen Mills to have been
increased, but this has not occurred, be-
cause the people have not the spending
power to purchase the blankets and there-
fore they have made no replacements in
their bedding requirements.

Due to imports into the State, its de-
pressed economy, and the effect of un-
employment, the sales of this firm have
not only been affected in this State but
also overseas. This is one firm which is
definitely suffering from a slump, yet I
have here a statement made by the
Minister for Industrial Development only
recently which reads as follows:-

Brighter Employment Prospects--
Minister

The State Industrial Development
Minister, Charles Court, says that
negotiations now in hand could have
an important bearing on providing
balanced employment for both men
and women in the Albany district.

I will, however, give the Minister some
credit in that he is anticipating the estab-
lishment of a milk treatment plant which
will afford some employment, I believe,
for the younger people of Albany. Yet,
although the Minister is reported under
the head of "Brighter Employment Pros-
pects" in one issue of the paper, we find,
in a supplementary issue, the following:-

Increase In Town's Jobless Last Month
Male unemployment at Albany in-

creased sharply during December.
Female unemployment decreased by

two.
Overall, there were 107 persons-713

males and 34 femnales-unemployed at
Albany at the end of December.

I will now quote from the issue of the
Albany Advertiser of today's date which
was hot off the Press when I left Albany.
This article reads as follows:-

More Jobless Through Drop In
Seasonal Work

The lack of seasonal work caused
unemployment in the Albany district
to drop sharply last month, acting
District Commonwealth Employment
Officer, Mr. Piper, said yesterday.

At the end of July 129 persons--82
males and 47 femnales-were unem-
ployed.

This was an increase of 32 males
and 9 females on the previous month.

I do not need to quote further than that
to draw the attention of the House to the
serious position that has arisen in that
industry and in the town of Albany.

To aggravate the position the Public
Works maintenance force in Albany has
been retrenched. I believe that at all
times the Public Works maintenance force
is the Government's only medium by
which it can implement or set in motion
any works to take up a slack in employ-
ment. Even when finance is available, if
the Government has not this Public Works
maintenance force on hand, it has to
create one when public works are put in
train. On this occasion the Public Works
maintenance force was not available, and,
as I have already said during the debate
on the Supply Bill, in the age group of
between 45 and 50 we have created an
unemployed pool of tradesmen-carpenters
and plumbers-and, virtually, they have
been thrown on the scrap heap.

In addition, about the same time, the
following article appeared in the Daily
News of the 12th July, 1963:-

Carpenters Jobless
A meeting of 30 jobless metropolitan

area carpenters today decided to ap-
proach Works Minister Wild on the
need for more Public works construc-
tion.

They also will instigate questions in
the British Parliament as to why
British immigrants are not being told
of work shortages in the industry
here.

I will not elaborate on that aspect further
tonight. The point I am making is that
there are plenty of carpenters out of work
in the metropolitan area, and I have also
pointed out the fact that the Public Works
force in Albany has been retrenched, which
indicates that we have an unemployment
pool which Is snowballing, and unless the
Government does something to alleviate
the position we are going to have a big
problem on our hands.

The State Government seems to be fol-
lowving the policy of the Federal Govern-
ment in the manner it is eking out finance
to the various States. Where Liberal Party
Governments are in office in the various
States of the Commonwealth they en-
deavour to implement a policy on a scale
similar to that followed by the Common-
wealth Government, but to a lesser degree.
of course. Tonight statements have been
made by those on this side of the House
that the Government is endeavouring to
create an unemployment pool. There is no
doubt about that, but now it has created
such a pool the Government does not know
what to do with it. Touching on the
subject of young people in the country
and city areas who are unemployed, this
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represents an acute problem indeed, as
indicated by the following newspaper
article:-

Jobs For Young Is Problem
Kalgoorlie, Tuesday: The biggest

employment problem on the goldfields
was finding school leavers work for
which they had been trained,' the
officer in charge of the Commonwealth
Employment Services in Ktalgoorlie,
Mr. L. 0. Mews, said today.

I am quite sure that the task of finding
jobs for young men and women in a mining
town such as Kalgoorlie would be a diffi-
cult proposition and the problem is similar
in Albany where we have many young
people still seeking work. A fair number
of them, on finding that there were no
jobs available, returned to school which
eased the pressure for a time. Unf or-
tunately, the burden had to be borne by
the parents of those children, many of
whom are suffering the effects of a reces-
sion and who are unemployed themselves.
They are thus carrying a double burden.

It is often sad that our children enjoy
the benefits of a free education, but one
has only to send a child to high school
to ascertain whether it is free and one is
soon disillusioned. I believe the Govern-
ment has made some strides in an en-
deavour to establish a training school
for apprentices. That would reduce the
period that apprentices would have to
serve under their indentures, and I believe
that this scheme has been agreed to by
the various industrialists concerned. With
the amount of money we are channelling
into various funds for the relief of un-
employment, we , could soon establish
training schools in both the city and the
country to educate and train young men
for employment in the industrial field.

There is one form of employment which
the Government could make available and
which members of Parliament, I am sure,
would appreciate. Instead of giving mem-
bers of Parliament an increase in their
salaries-I hope the Parliamentary Rights
Committee does not take this statement
too seriously-the Government could make
available to each member a typist and
provide employment for many young un-
employed girls. Thus 40 or 50 young girls
would be found employment immediately.
If this were done it would enable parlia-
mentarians to carry out their duties more
efficiently. This is a suggestion 'which
the Government could well consider be-
cause I do not think it would have mu~ch
difficulty in finding these girls in view of
the number of skilled students that are
available in our technical colleges and our
various commercial colleges in the city.

One could talk on unemployment for
quite a, long time: but bcfore concluding
there is a housing matter to which I
would like to refer. It is with reference

to single aged pensioners and the lack
of accommodation for them, On many
occasions I have made representations to
the Minister for Housing, through his
manager, to have built in Albany cottages
for single aged pensioners. In this House
I asked the Minister if he were going to
build cottages for single aged pensioners
in F'remantle, and he replied: "Yes, where
they are most needed."

Let me state here and now that on
many occasions an aged person has come
to the metropolitan area because there
has been no single accommodation avail-
able in the country area. There is no
doubt that we have an influx of a par-
ticular type of person to the metropoli-
tan area-those seeking single pensioner
accommodation-from Albany, Bunbury,
Oeraldton, Kalgoorlie, and so on. I have
had to take this up on many occasions
with the Housing Commission, and with-
out wearying the H-ouse by reading out
the names of the people concerned I would
merely point out that the Government
has not tackled the matter as it should
have been tackled.

These difficulties have been accentuated,
and have been made more acute by the
demolition of the older types of buildings,
which has occurred as a result of the
powers given to the shire councils and
the municipal councils by the Local Gov-
ernment Act which passed through Par-
liament in 1960. in the electorate I
represent there are a number of older-
type houses which are now being de-
molished, with the result that not just
one person goes out of the house but as
many as 10 or 12 people, because these
older-type houses are as a rule converted
into flats.

We must face up to the fact that the
country areas are entitled to single pen-
sioner accommodation, and single accom-
modation for people generally, as much
as is the metropolitan area. If my pre-
diction is correct, there would be a slight
easing of the requirements in the city if
single pensioner accommodation were
made available in the country areas, be-
cause this would have the effect of
neutralising the flow of pensioners to the
metropolitan area. I suggest therefore
that single pensioner cottages be estab-
lished in country areas.

The Government must face up to its
responsibility of providing work and the
maximum of employment to revitalise
the economy of the State. We should set
an example for other States in the Com-
monwealth to follow. This is a practical
possibility because we have acres and
acres of fertile soil which have not ret
been touched. We have the wherewithal
and the capacity, together with the
capital, to tackle this problem. The three
essentials are present: namely. land,
labour, and capital. I will conclude on
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that ncte. I would ask the Deputy Premier
to strongly urge the Federal Government
to take some action by means of import
restrictions to protect the texile industry
of this State.

MR. DAVIES (Victoria Park) [12.14
am.]: I support the amendment. I do
not intend to cover all the ground that has
been so adequately covered tonight by pre-
vious speakers. I should have thought that
had the picture painted by the Deputy
Premier beer as rosy as he made out, many
of his Ministers, and members on that side
of the House, would have risen to support
him to the utmost.

In point of fact the picture is by no means
as good as he has painted it, and members
on that side of the House are experiencing
the same difficulties as we are in regard to
the questions of unemployment and hous-
ing mentioned in the amendment. Despite
the figures quoted by the Government to-
night, I can only speak as I find the posi-
tion; and I can give the Government an
assurance that the two problems of un-
employment and housing cause me the
greatest amount of work and concern in
my electorate in Victoria Park.

I thought the Deputy Premier was very
weak indeed in his reply to the debate. He
generalised on both the subjects mentioned
in the amendment. He was not at all
specific. I must admit that he used very
good debating points; but when they were
put to the test they were found to be not
as good as they appeared on the surface.

First of all, the Deputy Premier found it
necessary to compare the Government's
record at the moment with that of the
Labor Government when it was last in
office, Of course this is a very useful
thing: but what is more important, and
'what it is in fact the purpose of the amend-
ment to point out, is the Government's
failure since this House last met to deal
adequately either with the problem of un-
employment or that of housing. This is
where the argument of the Deputy Premier
falls down. He has not examined the posi-
tion as it was this time last year. and com-
pared it with the position that exists to-
day. We were not moving a motion of
censure on the position as it obtained three
years ago, because that has been dealt
with by Parliaments of past years. The
fact is that the deterioration in the posi-
tion since we met last year has necessitated
the very real amendment moved by the
Leader of the Opposition.

Dealing with the question of housing,
the Deputy Premier quoted figures com-
paring Labor's record with that of the
Government of the day. These, however,
have been adequately dealt with by pre-
vious speakers on this side of the House.
The Deputy Premier generalised and said
that the Government was building large
numbers of houses in the north but he did
riot say where. I should imagine that many

of them would be associated with the Ord
River project, and would probably be paid
for out of special moneys which would not
normally be used for the erection of Hous-
ing Commission homes. The Deputy Pre-
mier also said that the Government was
building houses in the country; and he was
satisfied to leave the matter there.

This is a matter on which there is dis-
sension not only between the Labor Oppo-
sition and the Government, but also be-
tween the Country Party and the Liberal
Party. Prom my dealings with railway
officers I know that this is one of the great-
est problems so far as they are concerned.
These officers are unable to accept promo-
tion in many cases because they cannot
get housing. They often have to live in
hotels after having left their families in
the metropolitan area. Those arrange-
ments have obtained for some time, and
they are acknowledged by the Railways
Classification Board. which gives these
officers a special allowance; because the
board, like the men and the department,
knows there is a great shortage of houses
in the country.

This is not only the case with railway-
men but also with bank officers, tradesmen
of various kinds, and others who possibly
would live in the country if there was
adequate housing available. We are not
surprised therefore to find the drift from
the country back to the metropolitan area.
The figures I saw recently amazed mle. I
was surprised to see just how much the
population in the country areas was falling
off.

I mentioned that there was dissension
between the Country Party and the Liberal
Party on this lack of housing accommoda-
tion in country areas. It is not an open
dissension, but in the newspaper of the
26th April, 1963-I think that was the
date-Mr. W. A. Manning, Chairman of
the Country Party, made a statement to
the Press that the Country Party would
see if it could not get private builders to
construct houses in various country towns
if the potential employers would guarantee
the rent of these houses. Apart from
the fact that I should imagine the employ-
ers themselves-if they were going to
guarantee the rent-might just as well go
ahead and build the houses, it is an indi-
cation that the Government is not doing
all that is required of it.

Mr. Lewis: This would be above the
income limit.

Mr. DAVIES: My point is still valid.
The employers themselves could build the
houses instead of merely guaranteeing the
rent.

Mr. Lewis: A lot of capital is involved.
Mr. DAVIES: It is a poor proposition to

ask private builders-many of whom are
on the edge of insolvency-to build houses
and rent them out as an investment. If
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a business were lacking in capital it would
not be able to get finance from banks for
this purpose.

All I have said indicates the insufficiency
of housing accommodation in country dis-
tricts to meet the needs. Some of the
houses available in the country are in a
deplorable state; the people live in them
only because there is nowhere else for them
to go. I do not think this Government has
done very much to provide adequate houses
in the country, and it would be interesting
to discover the ratio of houses built in the
country to those built In the metropolitan
area.

The Government seems to be proud of
the fact that many more people these days
are purchasing theft homes, rather than
renting them. This is a development with
which I am very happy, and I think it is
a very good thing for people to own their
homes. I personally have no fear they
would turn into capitalists by owning their
own homes. Next to housing, the most
important need of the people is employ-
ment.

Of course many people purchasing their
homes are in difficulties with their pay-
ments. They acquire homes under the war
service scheme or purchase scheme. I have
received many complaints from such people
who are out of work and are in arrears
with their repayments; consequently they
do not feel very proud to be owning their
homes when they cannot meet the repay-
ments. I suppose before long many of them
will revert to the rental basis. I am won-
dering whether some people are doing the
right thing by acquiring homes under the
purchase scheme, in view of the increasing
water rates and shire council rates, With
the passing of the years they are being
loaded with increasing charges.

I think the member for South Perth
referred to a Federal Labor Minister who
deplored this very fact. He must have a
very good memory, because even if it was
true when the Minister made that state-
ment, which must have been over 14 years
ago before 1949, attitudes have changed
over the years. The Labor Party, as much
as any political party in Australia, is very
happy to see people investing in their
homes.

Cases which have been brought to me
over the past 12 months bear out what
has been claimed by members on this side
of the House in this debate. I have been
a member of this House for two years, and
I remember receiving quite a number of
housing complaints soon after I was
elected. Genuine cases, and those cases to
which approval had been given by the
emergent committee, were allotted houses
within a period of seven to ten days. Of
course, there was no guarantee where the

accommlodation would be, but the fact re-
mained the Government did provide ac-
commodation of some sort, and to the best
of its ability within a short period of time.
However, the situation has changed.

In this respect I can refer to several
Cases. The first concerns a woman to
whom the State Housing Commission had
given approval for a transfer of house early~
in December for medical reasons. The
Commission granted the transfer on an
emergent basis and stated that the transfer
would be made as soon as Possible. People
do not apply for transfers for fun, because
the expense involved is between £18 to £20.
Therefore, these cases are genuine. This
woman was granted emergent approval to
transfer, because of the medical condition
of her child.

I made represeptations to the Housing
Commission to see if a transfer could be
arranged by the time the high school year

started, because the boy of the family
was starting high school in that year. I

was assured everything possible would be
done for her, but as the weeks went by
and the opening of the high school year
got closer, I made more frequent and
urgent appeals to the Commission. I was
told by the Commission it did not have a
house to which the woman could transfer.

At the end of March, when the school
year had been in progress for some weeks,
the woman located an empty house be-
longing to the commission. She ap-
proached the commission, and was subse-
quently granted a transfer. That was a
case in which a transfer agreed to under
emergent conditions took three months to
effect. There could be argument that the
woman had a house and the case was not
urgent; but the committee would not have
given her approval for transfer on an
emergent basis if it was not deserved.

I have referred other cases to the com-
mission. and the people concerned had to
wait up to eight weeks before they were
provided with suitable accommodation. I
continued making frequent representations
to the commission on their behalf, and
was told on each occasion that accom-
modation would be provided any time
onward: that the commission did not know
when a house would be available; that it
would like to help; and that I should ask
the people concerned to be patient because
everything possible was being done by the
commission.

The waiting period has been increased
in the past two years from ten days to
eight weeks. The latter period applies at
present when houses are provided under
emergent circumstances. AS members are
aware, a person does not receive emergent
approval unless he has a very good case.

Another case I have brought before the
State Housing Commission concerns a
family which has suffered a great deal
through tragedy, and through illness of the
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children. The money the parents hoped
to put into the house when the father re-
signed from the Army several years ago
has been all absorbed in medical expenses.
Evidence of that was submitted to the
commission. The family lives under
appalling conditions, and when I called I
had to step through water to get into the
house. The house itself was in a shocking
state.

I referred this case by letter to the
Housing Commission, because I did not
consider a telephone call would do much
good. Because of the great number of
telephone calls received by Mr. Lewis, the
officer in charge of these matters, Cases
cannot be dealt with adequately when rep-
resentations are made by telephone. A
week after I sent the letter I received a
reply that the commission was having
the premises inspected. But in fact, the
commission had already inspected the
premises six months previously, and had
dlone nothing in the meantime.

In this case we will have to start the
circle again-have the inspection made,
await a letter from the comnmission, reply
to it, talk to the people concerned, and go
on and on. It will be lucky if I am suc-
cessfuli in getting the family out of their
present premises in 12 months. That is just
one of the many cases worth mentioning,
reflecting the attitude adopted by the
Housing Commission.

Another case concerns a deserted wife
with four children. Six years ago she and
her husband made application for a com-
mission home, but recently they parted.
The woman was in desperate circumn-
stances. She was taken in by one of her
friends, but the circumstances of the
friend changed considerably in the mean-
time, and this woman has to find other
accommodation. I referred the case to
the State Housing Commission, and after
an interval of three weeks I was informed
that the department would give her emer-
gent accommodation, if she was prepared
to accept a house at Medina and nowhere
else.

How stupid, unreasonable, and imprac-
tical is that decision! This woman has
four children and she receives £6 a week
in maintenance from her husband. She
has to take part-time employment to
maintain herself and her family. If she
is living in Perth she can arrange with
other members of her family to look after
her children while she is engaged in part-
time work. This woman needs the extra
money, and she can only earn money from
part-time work while she is living in Perth.

I have that case before the commission,
That is only one of many that I have
represented and the position is indeed
desperate; and all that has been said on
this side of the House this evening is
indeed true. I am sure there are many
members who have been silent on the other

side of the House who could quote cases
as bad as, if not worse than, some I have
quoted.

Mr. Graham: What this State needs
is a Minister for Housing.

Mr. DAVIES: We have one according
to the list on the back of Mansard. I am
sure I noticed one there. He is not very
effective, but I am sure he is there accord-
ing to the back of Mansard.

Mr. Graham: You can say that again.
Mr. DAVIES: Our censure motion is

related to the position as it was this time
last year and as it is at this time this
year. Looking at page 26 of Mansard,
1962, I find that the Minister represent-
ing the Minister for Housing, by way of
an answer to a question by Mr. Tonkin,
gave these figures as the number of appli-
cants waiting for houses-for rental, 3,246.
for purchase, 1.090, making a total of
4,336 people whose names were listed as
waiting for some assistance from the State
Housing Commission.

On Tuesday of last week, the same
gentleman who answered the previous
question, answered a question by saying
that the number of people awaiting alloca-
tion of houses with the State Housing
Commission was 5.800. Therefore, at the
30th June, 1962, page 26 of Mansard, the
Minister representing the Minister for
Housing said there were 4,336 applications
awaiting satisfaction. The same man last
Tuesday said there were 5,800 applicants
awaiting satisfaction, a difference of 1,46I
greater this week than 12 months ago.

Mr. Hawke: The great leap backwards.
Mr. DAVIES: Does that indicate the

position has improved-1,464 extra in a
period of 12 months? The Government
is quite complacent about the position and
has the temerity to suggest we are moving
this censure motion because it is normal
for the Opposition to do so on the Address-
in-Reply. The figures quoted by the Gov-
ernment show there is an urgent need for
some attention to be given to housing.

At the same time last year, it was in-
dica ted that in the metropolitan area the
waiting period for homes was five months
to two years four months, depending on
location; and the figure given last Tues-
day was that the period of waiting is
variable to 30 months. floes that Indicate
there has been an improvement in hous-
ing when the waiting time has been
lengthened by two months? At the 30th
June, 1962, for purchase homes the wait-
ing time in the metropolitan area was six
months to one year; and in the rural
areas it was six months to 18 months.
Last Tuesday the Minister said the wait-
ing period was variable up to 18 months.
So there has not been the slightest bit of
improvement in the waiting time for either
rental homes or purchase homes. This is
why I say the censure motion must be
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dealt with by comparing the present posi-
tion with the position as It was since Par-
liament last met.

On the question of unemployment I will
be very brief. However, I would point out
that it is indeed equal to the amount of
work that my electorate gives me in rela-
tion to housing. The Government has
done very little except once again to com-
pare the position now as against the
Position when the Labor Government was
in office, four years ago. It glosses over
the fact that there have been changes
generally throughout Australia. All the
Government does is to take bare figures;
and it can get little satisfaction out of the
last report issued by the Department of
Labour and National Service 'which shows
2.1 per cent. unemployment in Western
Australia, which is higher than the Aus-
tralian average of 1.9 per cent.

Mr. Graham: Do you think this State
can stand another couple of years of this
Government?

Mr. DAVIES: I am certain the way
things are going, this Government will
not last a couple of years.

Mr. Graham: I am wondering if the
State would last a couple of years under
it.

Mr. DAVIES: This is the important
thing: The Government has taken great
pride in the fact that we have 2.1 per
cent. of the population unemployed, but
this is, in fact, higher than the Australian
average of 1.9 per cent. The Minister for
Industrial Development-I regret he is not
in his seat-was grossly unfair in his
criticism of the Labor Party when he
defended what the Government was sup-
posed to be doing in regard to attracting
new industry into this State.

Anything we have done, we have learned
from the Liberal and Country Party coali-
tion which attempted to sabotage the
Deputy Premier of the day when he went
overseas. Evidence came back as to how
the coalition members wrote ahead and
tried to stop anybody dealing with Mr.
Tonkin. They did their damnedest to
sabotage him. Therefore, anything the
Government claims we have done, we have
learned from people opposite when they
were in Opposition. What we have done
has been to try to tell the truth: and
if the truth hurts it is unfortunate from
the Government's point of view.

I will not dwell on what I believe
the Government should do to increase em-
ployment, because I think the previous
speaker made some very good points. How-
ever, I take issue with the Minister for
Industrial Development when he criticises
the trade union movement for what he
calls sabotaging the V.L.F. station in the
north-west. First of all he tried to tie
the trade union movement up with the
Australian Labor Party; but he ignored the

fact-very conveniently-that the trade
union movement and the political move-
ment are entirely separate in this State.
one having nothing to do with the other.
They are completely autonomous and run
their own affairs,

The Trades and Labor Council is not
helped in any way by the Australian Labor
Party. What it has done is call the likely
workers or employees together to explain
its approaches to the employer; and I
believe the Employers Federation must
take a great deal of blame. It is known
thai in the Eastern States, where the
unions and the contractors who come to
this country negotiate direct, they usually
come to pretty good agreements very
quickly, but not when they move through
the Employers Federation. They say "No,
you shall not do this or that. You will
upset the balance." And, of course, the
employers believe it.

Mr. Jamieson: They are forced to.
Mr. DAVIES: Yes they are forced to:

and consequently they do not get to meet
the unions. If they cannot get together
and talk over conditions sanely and sensibly
they will never reach agreement.

When the meeting was called last Satur-
day Morning, according to Press reports
it was for people who wanted jobs, and
600 turned up to see what work was avail-
able. I think that was an indication that
there was a great deal of unemployment
in the area. There would be, of course,
among that number those whose jobs were
finishing; but the mere fact that 600
turned up shows the state of the building
industry today.

All the trade union movement is doing,
of course, is warning them of the action
they are taking with the potential em-
ployers and letting them know they
arc striving to get the best possible wages,
living conditions, and so forth for them,
and that these things must be established
before the men get up there. if this is
not done, most members will know that
once they are on the site, particularly in
a place like that, they would have very
little hope of improving conditions. The
employers have in effect got them where
they wvant them and they are stuck
there and have to take it or leave
it. If they leave it they have to find their
ow n way back to Perth. Therefore I think
they are doing the proper thing.

I have no doubt that the tradesmen here
in Western Australia will be able to do all
the work that is required on this V.L.F.
station, from the little I know about it.
However, before they get up) there they
want to know what conditions they wil
face.

The worst of all the aspects of unemploy-
ment is that of the youth. I think I
mentioned the other night the fact that
there are a great number of teenagers'who
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left school last year who have still been
unable to find regular and satisfying em-
ployment. They have to find part-time
jobs wherever they can. Some have had
to go back to school. This is, of course,
not a bad thing in many respects, but in
many instances the finances of the family
are hit when this occurs. However they
are getting older and are niot trained and
they see the lucky ones who have been
able to get jobs and have therefore been
able to change their whole mode of life
whilst the unfortunate ones are left there
as in-betweens--not much good for school
perhaps and certainly with little prospect
of employment. There appears to be very
little hope of their getting work.

These numbers have been reduced very
gradually as the year has progressed; but,
of course, we will soon reach the stage
where we will have another team of them
placed on the labour market when school
finishes this year; and numbers, I would
imagine, which will be greater than in
past years because whereas in past years!
children have left school as they turned
14 during the year and have been gradu-
ally absorbed in employment, under the
amendment to the Education Act passed
last year, unless they have a very good
reason they must remain at school until
the end of the school year.

Here again I do not quarrel with what
is behind this move, but I do point out
that It is going to increase the number
placed on the market at the one time. I
believe the Government has done nothing
to try to alleviate this position. I have had
a look through Press cuttings, Mansard of
last year, and of course the little we have
done this year, but can find no evidence
of any action and I think it is high time
some move was made to investigate what
is required.

Obviously there are people competent
to do this work-either those from the uni-
versities, the Department of Labour and
National Service, or the Government itself:
but the Government will have to make
money available and try to create work
that will absorb these children leaving
school.

The position in regard to girls Is far
worse than that appertaining to boys
because there are so many more avenues
of work open to boys. The girls are some-
what restricted and so we find more and
more of them out of work and most dis-
satisfied.

I will not delay the House any longer;
but I do want to say finally that I am most
sincere, as are all members of the Opposi-
tion, in support of the sentiments con-
tained in the amendment. These two mat-
ters of housing and unemployment are the
two that give me the greatest amount of
concern. They cause the greatest amount
of unhappiness within my electorate, and
the Government has not done all that is
required of it in either matter.

MR. .TAMIESON (Beeloo) (12.46 a.m.],.
I was rather interested to note during
the course of the debate that Country
Party ministers have all been presenT,
demonstrating that they are taking these
matters seriously as, indeed, they are
serious matters. All, with the exception
of one who was absent for a brief time,
have been present. However, for some
time now there has not been a repre-
sentative of the Liberal Party in the min-
isterial benches to hear what is said in
this regard.

It was suggested earlier in the evening
that certain people in those benches in-
dulged in a fair amount of economic cart-
wheels and other callisthenics rather than
put the position clearly to establish just
what was the exact position with regard
to housing. I was rather interested to
hear my colleague from Victoria Park a
little while ago quote certain figures made
available to the Deputy Leader of the Op-
position last year when he asked questions
in respect of the applications for houses
which were outstanding.

It would appear from the report that
was tabled on the 15th November, 1962,
which is the latest annual report of the
State Housing Commission, that the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition was
hoodwinked on that occasion because, as
I understood the member for Victoria Park
to say, he listed the outstanding applica-
tions as follows:-State Housing Act and
Commrronwealth-State purchase. 1,090; and
rental. 3,246, which gave a total of 4,436.
According to the report it does not stop
there. It goes on and lists the applications
for McNess Housing Trust rental, 19; War
Service homes purchase, 847. Those ware
the applications at the beginning of the
year.

Orn top of that it lists the applications
received in 1-961-62 as 2.289 in respect of
the StateI.Housing Act and Commonwealth-
State purchase; 4.412 rental: 31 McNess
Housing Trust rental; and 1,903 War Ser-
vice homes purchase-another 8,635.

Now, on the other side of the ledger we
come to the number for the year that they
were able to build and these are s tol-
lows:-in the metropolitan area, 2.082: in
the country, 863: and north of the 26th
parallel. 116. This makes a total of 3,061.
At the beginning of 1961-62 the figure was
5,202. plus new applications of 8,635. How
the Government can justify its statement
that the housing position has improved,
in the light of such figures, is beyond me.
We are unable to get a fair indication from
any Minister as to what the position is,
and we will have to await this year's
anuual report of the Housing Commission
before we will be able to get a clear pic-
ture.

Reviewing the housing position as at the
25th February, the Manager of the State
Housing Commission advised the Leader
of the Opposition regarding this matter.
The figures were under several headings.
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The number of applicants for rental
homes awaiting allocation in both the
metropolitan area, arid country area
was 3,474. The number of applicants for
purchase homes awaiting allocation in bothb
the metropolitan area and country area
was 1,387; which together total 4,861. The
inquiry contained the following question-
What is the time lag for rental homes and
purchase homes? The answer was, "Nil
to two years." Of course it is nil. It is
nil if one lives in Collie. One can get
a house there if one is not married. The
Housing Commission would be only too
pleased to rent one a house. In connec-
tion with a purchase home it says, "Promn
a few months to 15 months."

I suppose that if they tied up all the
legal niceties at Collie they could sell
a purchase home in a period of from one
month to 15 months. The Government
does not know what is going on at the
Housing Commission. It is not aware of
the unfairness it has caused to the ad-
ministration by its antics in allowing a
proportion of the houses to be given to
migrants. It is doubtful whether the
Government knows the position clearly.

On the 25th February a letter was sent
from the Migration Branch of the Depart-
ment of Lands and Immigration to a. mig-
rant. The letter contained a number of
clauses regarding the allocation of houses.
Clause 7 reads as follows:-

The occupancy of a house as a ten-
ant in no way prejudices or precludes
a family the opportunity of mak-

*ing an application to the State
Housing Commission for assistance In
purchasing a home in a selected local-
ity. Such allocation for purchase
is usually satisfied within a period
of 18 months.

In a period of one month the time factor
has increased to 18 months. The letter
continues--

dependent always on the location de-
sired.

There may be plenty of houses available at
Collie, but there is no way of becoming
gainfully employed there. It looks as
though within one month the Government
increased the waiting period from 15
months to 18 months.

It is about time we took a step forward.
If we continue to go backwards we will
reach the stage mentioned in the ditty of
the member for Fremantle: if we go back
far enough we start to go forward again;
we have to go forward because we cannot
go any other way.

The Housing Commission has become an
efficient organisation during the past few
years; but the Government has interfered
unfairly with its administration. The offi-
cers in charge are not criticising the Gov-
ernment. They are civil servants and are
there to do the bidding of the Govern-
ment of the day. They are not likely to

be disloyal in any way. Houses are now
being allocated to migrants through the
Employers Federation.

Officers of the Housing Commission have
felt completely nonplussed as they have
been unable to advise how long the wait-
Ing period for a house is likely to be. They
might make a rough guess and say that at
present they were processing the applica-
tions for July of last year, but in the same
breath they would add, "For goodness, sake,
dio not go and tell anybody that because he
applied in August he has only one month
to wait. We do not know how long he
will have to wait. While we know the
approximate number of houses which we
are building, we do not know how many we
have for allocation."

The position is worsening alt the time.
When migrants come to see me about their
housing problems I send them to the
Employers Federation. I tell them they
may have a chance there, but that they
certainty have no chance at the Housing
Commission. The last person in the world
to have been given the job of allocating
houses is the person who is engaged in
doing that at the Employers Federation.
His attitude towards anyone of the work-
ing class is that he should be subjected to
the whip, or the boot, or whatever might
be at hand with which to belt him. That
has been his attitude ever since he has
been associated with the organisation, and
he will continue to adopt that attitude
while he is in a position of authority. He
thinks that is the only way of getting by
in connection with such matters.

The following is a typical example of
how the Government, because of its foolish
policy, can get offside with migrants. I
received a letter from Mr. flutter, of Lei-
chiardt Street, Bentley, who approached me
with a housing problem. This man has
been in the State for same time, having
arrived in May, 1962. Unlike many other
migrants, he said, "Fair enough; I will
register for a State housing home, and in
the meantime I will do all 1 can to accom-
modate my family in fairly reasonable
accommodation."

He found private accommodation, and
things were going along quite well until
the people who owned the house in which
he lived were transferred back to the met-
ropolitan area and this man had to move
from the house. He waited on the Hous-
ing Commission, but they could not give
him much hope; and he asked me to assist
him in the matter.

I approached the Housing Commission
and Mr. Hynam. wrote, on the 27th Feb-
ruary, as follows:-

Dear Sir,
I refer to your recent representa-

tions on behalf of Mr. A. Nutter of 18
Leichardt Street, Bentley.
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The Commission has now granted
emergent approval for accommodation
to Mr. Nutter, and he will be made
an offer as soon as a suitable dwelling
becomes available.

I heard no more about the matter until
Mr. Nutter again got in touch with me and
told me that accommodation had been
made available to him. It was one of the
Belmont flats, which I investigated per-
sonally. I considered it was not a suitable
dwelling in which to put this man, com-
paring it with other dwellings which
migrants were getting immediately on
their arrival in the State. The position
was so bad-because of the conditions
that were being imposed on Mr. Nutter-
that I wrote to the Premier asking that
the matter be investigated. The following
letter was written to the Premier on the
14th March:-

Dear Sir,
I refer to you the housing problem

of an English migrant named A. Mutter
of IS Leichardt Street, Bentley, who
has been in this State since the 9th
May, 1962.

Since arriving, Mr. Nutter has made
arrangements for accommodation for
himself and family as best he could,
and you will see by the address that
up to this stage, he has been accom-
modated in a reasonable standard in
a good suburban housing area.

Unfortunately, the owners of his
present accommodation now desire to
return to their home and are requir-
ing Mr. Mutter and his family to
vacate same.

As a result of this, I referred the
matter to the State Housing Com-
mission, as Mr. Mutter had taken the
necessary steps on arrival, to make
application for State housing accom-
modation, and the result of my rep-
resentations has been to now have
Mr. Nutter con 'sidered as an emergent
proposition in regard to an allocation
of accommodation.

Last week, Mr. Nutter received an
offer of accommodation from the
State Housing Commission of a flat
-91A Grand Parade, East Belmont.
which he, under the circumstances
that I have outlined, felt he was justi-
fied in rejecting as an unsuitable offer
for himself and family.

It might be pointed out that many
migrants who are now arriving in
this State are being accommodated
in new homes, where they will be
able to set themselves up in accord-
ance with a fair standard of living.
On the other hand, Mr. Nutter who
was prepared to wait his turn for
reasonable accommodation, is now
faced with the alternative of accept-
ing the offer of the State Housing

Commission at East Belmont and
waiting a further two year period be-
fore he can be transferred into a
more suitable home, or refusing the
offer altogether and receiving the
penalty imposed by the Housing
Commission under such circumstances.

I have personally inspected O1A
Grand Parade, and while I must ad-
mit the internal living accommoda-
tion is not too bad, the outside appear-
ance of these premises is very poor
indeed-to say nothing of the con-
siderable unkemptness of wild buffalo
grass that seems to have prevailed on
this property for many years.

As it would appear that it is bard
to make fish of one and flesh of an-
other in the allocation of housing, I
would be pleased if you could have
your Housing Minister give immediate
consideration to offering Mr. Mutter
accommodation in line with migrants
who are now arriving in this country,
as 1 feel that he too is entitled to
set himself up in a standard more
befitting himself and family than to
be cast away into 91A Grand Parade
for the nest two years.

That did not get Mr. Mutter very far, as
members will see in a moment; because,
on the 26th March, the Premier replied
as follows: -

I desire to acknowledge receipt of
your letter of the 14th March con-
cerning the housing Problem of a
recently arrived English migrant Mr.
A. Nutter of 16 Leichardt Street,
Bentley.

Following the notice to vacate his
present private accommodation, Mr.
Mutter was offered emergent accom-
modation by the State Housing Com-
mission at 91A Grand Parade, Bel-
mont. This offer was rejected by Mr.
Mutter and he stated that the accom-
modation was not suitable nor in a
location he desired.

At your request the application was
reconsidered by the Commission.
However, it was decided that the
offer was a valid one, and the pre-
mises large enough to accommodate
Mr. Mutter's family. It is admitted
that the grounds surrounding the
flat could have been cleaner, and the
long grass cut. However, the flat was
fit for occupation-in fact, it has
been accepted by another Commission
applicant who had similarly been
granted emergent approval for ac-
commnodation.

Leaving the letter for a moment, I should
like to make this comment: We do not
know what the conditions appertaining
to the other person who took this flat were-
There are occasions when people have to
take accommodation whether they like it
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or not. However, by comparison with the
treatment that is handed out to this
migrant's fellow-countrymen, it was a
pretty poor effort on the part of the com-
mission to offer him this particular home.
The Premier's letter went on-

Where an applicant refuses an
offer from the Commission, without
a valid reason, it is normal policy
that he wait a period of 12 months,
or until his priority has been reached,
before he receives a final offer from
the Commission.

I can see no reason why this
policy should be departed from, and
under the circumstances, Mr. Nutter
will be required to await the appro-
priate Period before receiving a
further offer of accommodation.

I would have agreed with that policy of
the Housing Commission had it applied to
everybody; but when the Government
starts to put one lot of migrants before the
others I think it is wrong. If a carpenter
can arrive in this State and be accommo-
dated straightaway, there is no reason
why the fellow who came out here last year
and did the right thing by not bothering
the commission, should be cast into a place
where he must remain for two years before
he can apply for a transfer because he is
in a Housing Commission rental home.
But that is the position which prevailed in
Nutter's case.

I do not know what happened to him
finally. He found alternative private ac-
commodation to the best of my knowledge
and belief. However, little regard was
given for this particular migrant's family,
and I can imagine the bitterness they
would feel regarding their new country.
knowing that others were coming here and
getting preferential treatment for no good
reason and over a similar family who had
arrived here the year before.

While the. -case was granted emergent
approval I have had a number of other
cases on the emergent basis over the past
few months. Two particular cases were
granted emergent approval immediately,
but it was some weeks before accommoda-
tion could be found for them. As a matter
of fact in one instance the waiting around
was so bad that the whole family of this
young couple, consisting of three children
and the mother and father, were forced
to live in the front room of one of the
pensioner-type cottages at East Belmont.
They had nowhere to go and they had
gone home to mother's place and set them-
selves up in the front room. The Housing
Commission knew their plight, but because
of the inability of the commission to look
after emergent cases there was no alterna-
tive, and these people had to live under
those conditions for some weeks.

There was another case of a similar
nature and the chap concerned finished
up having to shift into the front room of

his in-laws' place. He lived there for a
number of weeks after he had vacated his
previous home, which was required by the
owner for his own occupancy. This went
on for some time and the fellow used to
'ring me up every other day to see if I
could find out any details for bim, and
when the emergent accommodation that
had been granted would be coming up.
But of course the officers of the Housing
Commission were in a Position where they
said that they had gone as far as they
could go. He had been granted emergent
consideration and, the officers said, be
would just have to wait until such time
as a house became available.

Mr. Graham: Or until the Employers
Federation had had its say.

Mr. JAMIESON: Yes, or until the Em-
ployers Federation returned a few keys
that it could not gainfully use for its own
eases. If anybody, other than the Housing
Commission, is to allocate these houses to
tradesmen coming to this country, it should
be the Trades and Labor Council. It has
a greater claim to the job than the Em-
ployers Federation because, after all, the
Employers Federation is not fooling any-
body when it says it is looking after the
interests of the workers. It is there to look
after the interests of the people who pay
for its upkeep, and they are certainly not
the people who do the work. If anybody is
looking after the interests of the workers in
the community it is most definitely those
associated with the Trades and Labor
Council.

We did hear quite a lot from the Minis-
ter for industrial Development about the
better administration of this Government.
Of course, we all know his ego. As a matter
of fact I think his ego goes so far as to
suggest that the affairs of the Treasury
would be far better handled by Hendry,
Rae and Court; and then after a further
bit of Narcissism he would probably
eliminate the Hen dry and Rae if he
thought he could get away with it. It is
one of those things that we are so accus-
tomed to hearing from him in regard to
his activities and distorting the matters
that be does bring before the House.

He did have a bit to say about the
A.L.P. and how it should have helped to
sort out the dispute at the Alcoa refinery
and the one that occurred at Bunbury.
The member for Victoria Park and myself,
together with a few others, have had ex-
perience, when helping the Minister, of his
treachery. The only time I tried to help
in an industrial dispute, due to the efforts
of John Darling and his colleagues, I
nearly finished up in gaol together with
some of my friends. Therefore, I will
not even begin to help the Minister in
the future. If that is the sort of action
be was associated with on that occasion
he cannot look forward to the help he
seeks from members of the A.L.P.
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Mr. Court: You were not helping me.
Mr. JAMIESON: We were helping the

Minister, all right; and, on that occasion,
every time we helped him he went around
the corner and undid all the help that
had been provided. The member for Col-
lie and the member for Victoria Park will
back me up in making that statement,
together with the members of the commit-
tee who negotiated with him at that time.

Mr. Graham: Don't try and shake hands
with a cobra!I

Mr. JAMIESON: We also beard a great
deal about the terrible things the Labor
Party has done to the Government's pres-
tige in the Old Dart, and how, on the
other hand, the Government was making
a wonderful show over there. The only
good thing that arose from the Minister's
speech in that direction was the acknow-
ledgment by him that our Deputy Leader
-who was then the Deputy Premier-per-
formed a very good job on behalf of the
State when he was in England, because
the Minister's next-door colleague, in a
speech he made in this House after the
then Deputy Premier had returned to this
State. accused him of having a grandiose
Cook's tour at the expense of the tax-
payers of Western Australia.

That was so much nonsense because the
Minister did not know anything of what
he was talking about. Despite this, he was
prepared to make that statement in any
case. As to the establishment of new in-
dustries in this State to relieve the un-
employment position, we, too, are anxious
to attract further industries to our shores.
This is offset by the claims which the
present Government makes against the
A.LP., and which are similar to those
featured by the Communists to keep the
ALP. on its toes. Apparently someone is
passing the buck all along the line, and
the Government, surely, has to accept its
responsibility in these matters. Therefore,
if there is unemployment at this time the
Government has to accept the respon-
sibility.

If, as it has claimed, it is attracting in-
dustries for the good and welfare of the
State, nobody will decry its efforts, but
some of its wishful thinking is doing more
harm than good to this State. Tonight 11
heard the Minister again referring to the
A.P.M. project. I might tell him that we
will not have the A.P.M. project in this
State on the scheduled date. On making
a check on its activities in the Eastern
States, it was found that the company is
laying off workers at its mills because it
is over-producing.

Mr. Court: it will be here right on
time! It will not only be here on time,
but will be here in a bigger way than the
contract says.

Mr. JAMIESON: It will not be here!
The Minister need not worry about that!
The company is not foolish enough to lay

off those workers who are unemployed on
their plants in the Eastern States and then
come to this State to start up in opposi-
tion to the plants where it is effecting
retrenchments. That is one of the Min-
ister's kite-flying schemes that will not
come off! These people are in the game
for their own good and not for the good of
the Minister. That company will take
steps to develop in this State when it is
good and ready and when the require-
ments call for such development. The
company sells only a few tons of news-
print each year to those countries north
of Australia. If it could get new orders
tomorrow it could fulfil them immediately
because its existing factories at present
are working only part time.

When the Labor Party's trade mission
was in England, including one person who
has been graciously knighted through the
efforts of the present Government, it was
confronted with a far greater task than
the Ministers of the present Government
who, on various occasions, have visited
Europe. On occasions, we have heard a
little about the unfair trading legislation
and how that went a long way towards
detracting from the efforts of any delega-
tion that visited England from this State.
On that occasion we had the instance of
Sir Arthur Warner-who afterwards ad-
mitted he had never seen any sign or ef-
fects of the unfair trading legislation-
complaining about the effects of that legis-
lation. However, about this time also my
old friend in combat, Sir Halford Reddish,
entered the fray and from then on their
agitation against the legislation never
stopped. If there was any likelihood of
a movement as a result of this unfair
trading legislation, immediately there was
a whistle-stop tour made throughout the
country to counter any move before it got
started. With that sort of activity going
on is it any wonder that any assistance
that may be offered has been curtailed by
the efforts of those on the Government
benches?

They deliberately organised themselves
to oppose any chance the Labor Party had
to build up this State. They are not in-
terested in the welfare of Western Aus-
tralia. All they did was to conduct a
policy that was detrimental to the welfare
of the people. As the member for Victoria
Park said a while ago, if anyone knew
anything about tricks on how to malign
and how to forestall any move by a Gov-
ernment, it was certainly learned from the
efforts of the present Government when it
was sitting in Opposition and in doing
what it did against the trade mission that
was sent to England on behalf of this
State by the then Hawke Government.
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So that clearly indicates that the
amendment to the Address-in-Reply is
quite justified; namely,-

However, we regret the failure of
the Government to meet adequately
the need in the community for reason-
able housing accommodation and to
maintain employment for adults and
young people at higher levels.

I sympathise with those young people who,
after leaving school, find themselves cast
out into a world that is not very kind, and
with no possibility of finding a job. Fr-
ther, they do not know where to go to be
gainfully employed. If there were some
way of Improving their educational stan-
dard, or if the Government could make
available to them specialised training, there
might be some justification in patting the
Government on the back. But this Govern-
ment has not endeavoured to do that.
Instead, it has said, "Bring all these new
industries here in the year dot, or at some
future time, and then there will be plenty
of jobs for the young people, together with
those in the ancillary industries that go
along with these new industries. They
will be wanted to fill the positions of tech-
nicians, sub-techinicians and other types
of skilled workmen."

However, the Government is unable to
indicate where and when these youngsters
will be gainfully employed. Tt is most
alarming when we hear of these people
who have the statistics at their fingertips
forecasting that there will be a far greater
number of unemployed throughout the
Commonwealth in the near future than
there has ever been on any previous occa-
sion. The unemployment figure is nearing
the 130,000 mark. If that is the case there
is something wrong not only with the
policy of this Government, but also with
the policy of the Government it supports in
Canberra.

If we examine the position we will realise
that ever since the Menzies Government
took office the employment position has
deteriorated. Before that, when the
Chulley Government was in office there
were thousands of fellows coming out of
the Services and, as we all know, materials
were in short supply. But the Chifley
Government provided full employment, in
spite of the fact that it had such a hard
time in trying to rehabilitate these men
in the immediate post-war years.

Mr. J. Hegney: They all got full em-
ployment.

Mr. JAMIESON: That is so: and the
Federal Government did not deviate from
that policy until the Menzies Government
took office in 1949. From that time on
the position has gradually become worse.
It reached its peak about a year ago when
concern was expressed even by the Prime
Minister. When the unemployment figure
stood at 50,000 Mr. Menzies said, "it is
rising, and when its gets to 100.000 we will
have to show some concern."

When the unemployed reached that
figure, however, Mr. Menzies showed no
concern at all. It is true he made a few
hand-outs to the less fortunate States
which required financial assistance in order
to enable them to create employment. We
had the same spectacle in the Budget
Speech which was delivered last night.
There were a few hand-outs that will last
for a short while, and will help the un-
skilled workers to be gainfully employed,
but there is not enough of it.

As we all know, big things are contem-
plated in Australia, and unless we really
take some action we will get nowhere. It
is of no use at all for the Government to
balance its budget, and to crow about it,
when there is work which is urgently re-
quired to be done in this State. There are
many projects which require attention. For
instance, there have been requests made to
the Minister for Police for shelters for
motorcycles in Cannington, and for simi-
Jar facilities, but we are told there is no
money available in the department.

flow can an excuse like that be justified?
Fancy us telling a local authority that
financial assistance for a certain road can-
not be made available this year because
there are not enough funds in a particular
department for the purpose, when all the
indications Point to an expanding econ-
omy, not only in Western Australia but in
Australia as a whole. If this was the atti-
tude we adopted we would not be able to
keep up with cur budgeting as we have in
the past, because the budgeting officers
can only budget on the likely effect of the
income upon the population, and on the
economy as they know it at the time of
budgeting.

The claim the Government makes for
its good housekeeping is all eyewash. The
problem is to spend the money that is
available: money that has come from the
sources from which we expect it to come.
Let us give employment to the people who
need it: let us give them training of a
higher nature which will prove of benefit
in the future to this great State of ours.
Let us do this now instead of saying that
it will come when big factories are estab-
lished in the community, These factories
will organise their labour force in their
own way.

The Opposition has every justification
for moving this amendment to the Address-
in-Reply. The Government must be taken
to task for its failure on the important
issues of housing and unemployment.

MR. J. HEGNEY (Belmont) [1.25 am.]:
I feel I should not let pass the opportunity
to say a few words in support of this
motion, which is of considerable importance
to the electorate I represent. In doing so
I would like to cast my mind back to
August 1956, which is about seven years
ago. On that occasion I had the honour
to be the Speaker of this Assembly; and



[Tuesday. 13 August, 1963.1 263

I remember very well that I was ap-
proached by the then Leader of the Opposi-
tion and asked if I would agree to an
urgency motion being moved in this Par-
liament for the purpose of discussing the
very urgent question of unemployment.

Notwithstanding the fact that the
Address-in-Reply had been disposed of, and
that no opportunity presented itself of
discussing the very serious question of un-
employment at the time-there was no
document before Parliament in connection
with it-I appreciated the Point that the
unemployment position was a difficult one
and accordingly, as Speaker of the House.
I agreed to the moving of an urgency
motion, after the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition of the day had written to me
in Connection with it.

It may be of interest to members if I
trace some of the history of the last seven
years in relation to this matter. On page
380 of the 1956 Hansard will be found a
letter written to me by the member for
Greenough (Mr. Brand). It reads as
follows:-

Dear Mr. Speaker,
I desire your permission to move for

the adjournment of the House today
to discuss the gravity of the unemploy-
ment situation in Western Australia.

The continued Press publicity in-
dicates the growing danger of the
Problem in this State, with consequent
industrial uneasiness, and In order to
provide an opportunity for all mem-
bers to discuss this urgent matter. I
sincerely trust that you will agree to
the request.

I agreed that the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition should move that the House
adjourn to discuss this matter. I do not
intend to quote extensively from Hansard,
but I would like to refer to one or two
matters which I feel are relevant to the
occasion, and the question which is being
discussed seven years later. The opposi-
tion of 1956 is now the overnment of
the day, and has been for the past 44
years. On page 385 of the Hansard of 1956
Mr. Brand had this to say-

I do not wish to prolong this debate.
I want to say, and I repeat it as often
as I can, that the time has come when
the Government must cease remark-
ing, "We cannot do this and we cannot
do that for lack of loan funds. We
will do this when loan funds are avail-
able. We will do this when the un-
employment relief becomes available."
This is the responsibility of the State
Government. If members opposite
were sitting on this side of the House,
they would thrust the responsibility of
finding work for the unemployed right
where It belongs, that Is, on the Gov-
ernment of the day.

We then find that one of the present
Cabinet Ministers-the Minister for Lands
(Mr. Bovell)-made a few remarks.

Mr. W. Hegney: You mean the noisy
scrub bird!

Mr. J. HEGNEY: I would like to quote
a portion of his speech which occurs on
Page 386 of Mansard of the 28th August,
1956. It is as follows:-

Mr. Bovell: In addition to the
buoyant finances, the Government has
seen fit to increase or impose many
charges on the citizens of Western
Australia, and I believe that this has
some bearing on the unemployment
position. I would like to repeat what
I said in this Chamber a few nights
ago, namely, that the first responsi-
bility of a Government is to lead the
way. The Government is, of course,
leading the way in imposing increased
charges and assisting in the inflation-
ary spiral. It has, since the general
election, increased hospital charges,
harbour dues, and transport fees. It
is proposed, although we cannot get
any definite statement, to increase rail
freight and fares.

Since the change of Government we know
what increase has been imposed on the
taxpayer by way of rail freight and charges,
which the honourable member then sus-
pected the Government would impose.

I now refer to the contribution by the
member for Cottesloe (Mr. Ross Hutchin-
son) in that debate in 1956. On Page 403
of Hansard of that year he is recorded as
saying-

The only way
knows of tackling
situation is to ask

this Government
this unemployment
for more money.

It is said that £4,000,000 was being
sought from the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment to tackle this unemployment
problem. What would that do? It
would provide relief for the time
being on Government works that
should have been created previously by
the proper apportionment of the
money that this Government had
already received. In any case this
£4,000,000 could be used by the Gov-
ernment now to stop unemployment,
but what would it do? It would simply
create further Government jobs of an
unproductive nature which, in turn,
would speed up the inflationary spiral
and create a greater need for more
money again in the next financial year.

One of the prime causes of unem-
ployment in Western Australia at
present lies at the feet of the Gov-
ernment in not properly apportioning
the money it has already received. The
State should have cut its undertakings
according to the finances it has re-
ceived.
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Those statements indicate a reversal of
the attitude now taken by the very mem-
bers. When they were in Opposition they
were very critical of the Government and
placed the responsibility on the Govern-
ment. It is the responsibilty of Govern-
ment, both State and Commonwealth, to
find work for the people of Australia.

There is no doubt that the workers have
received a raw deal from this Government.
Before the present Government took office
four-and-a-half years ago its supporters
in this House claimed that a change of
Government would alter the circum-
stances; yet we find the same problems
which existed then exist now. However, I
am not aware of any steps being taken by
the Government to obtain £4,000,000 from
the Commonwealth, which the 'Teasurer
of the previous Government took, in order
to create the unproductive work, referred
to by the member for Cottesloe, of build-
ing sewerage installations and schools in
this State.

The economic difficulties which faced
Australia in the last three or four years
are well known, and at the last Federal
election the Labor Party, through its
leader (Mr, Calwell) suggested that the
Commonwealth Government should budget
for a deficit of £100,000,000, if need be, to
stimulate the economy and provide employ-
ment for the workers. On that occasion
his suggesttion was ridiculed by the Federal
Liberal Government. Subsequently that
was the very step which the Common-
wealth Government took. It was prepared
to budget for a deficit of E50,000,000, but
as a result of the buoyant revenue it was
found that instead of being in debt the
Government had a credit of £18,000,000 for
the year.

Unemployment imposes a severe hard-
ship on people who are out of work. I
have had personal experience, because in
my early years although I was a skilled
mechanic, I could not find employment
anywhere in Western Australia. I was one
of those tradesmen, boilermakers, whom
the Government is now endeavouring to
attract to this State. I can well understand
the position of young men with families, re-
sponsible for maintaining a home, who are
out of work. Nothing is worse than being
unemployed and being without any income-

I suppose the ambition of the average
person does not amount to a great deal.
He is prepared to work to try to provide
a decent home for his family, and to give
his children a fair deal. Surely every Aus-
tralian should be entitled to this! I con-
tend that the responsibility for solving the
unemployment situation rightly rests on
the Government in Western Australia. The
Government's answer is that it has tried
to establish this and that industry with
a view to expanding the economy and pro-
viding more work for the people. Yet,
despite its efforts, the Government is facing

the problem of unemployment, and 6,000
workers in this State are out of work at
the moment.

Recently I had occasion to go with a
young person who was seeking employment
to the employment bureau in Perth. Pre-
viously he had been working for three years
learning to be a radio mechanic. When
he reached 18 years of age he was
dismissed, and unfortunately he has not
been placed since. The father of that boy
spoke to me, and I made an appointment
with the boy to meet me at the Common-
wealth Employment Bureau in King Street.
I know an officer in that bureau person-
ally; on placing the case before him he
told me of some suitable vacancies on his
books. He rang the people concerned, but
because the boy will turn 19 years of age
in a few months the Jobs were not offered
to him.

I was surprised at the large number of
people who called at the employment
bureau on that Monday morning. They
included men who were well attired. It
is no use for the Government to baulk,
or to criticise this side of the House for
the present unemployment situation. The
fact is that when they were on this side
they were critical of the Government and
laid the blame on the Government.

There is no doubt the responsibility is
on the Government, and the unemployed
are looking to the Government to find a
solution. In my view representations
should be made to the Commonwealth
Government for the allocation of public
money to carry out unreproductive pub-
lic. works. Leading economists have from
time to time discussed this very problem,
and they point out that to develop the
economy of Australia It is essential for
the Government to spend more money on
public works, to give a prod to the ex-
panding industry of this country so as
to provide work for the unemployed.

I know that the Treasurer in the pre-
vious Government sought to raise miany
extra millions from the Commonwealth
for the purpose of carrying out urgent pub-
lic works. One is in my electorate.

I refer to the extension of the sewerage
scheme in the Rivervale district, which
is only three miles from Perth, something
which I have been advocating for quite
a number of years. As a matter of fact
I took one or two deputations to the
present Premier when he was Minister
for Works. He was confronted with the
same problem. He said that he would
like to do the job, but he did pot have
the funds.

I made the strongest representations to
the next Minister for Works, who hap-
pened to be a colleague of mine. I led
several deputations to him; and subse-
quently I made strong representations to
the Treasurer of the day, Mr. Hawke. He
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was then striving to get these millions of
pounds for the purpose of trying to find
employment for workers and of providing
reproductive work which was essential in
my electorate. There was a need for more
schools. The demand was terrific.

Many men were out of work, despite
the fact that there was ample money in
Australia. There is no question about that
-the money could have been obtained
and made available for the purposes I
have mentioned. I have no doubt that
there were many other important works
throughout the length and breadth of
Western Australia which were requiring
attention, No doubt the present Govern-
niient finds itself in a cleft stick. It can
get money from the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment under the uniform tax proposals
-loan funds and so on-but it is evi-
dently limited in its activity. It is easy
to be critical when on this side of the
House, but now it is in Government it
has the responsibility of trying to solve
this problem.

I raise my voice in support of this
amendment because I think it is a good
one, and because many workers in my
electorate are unemployed. From time to
time I come across people who are look-
ing for Jobs and who are registered at
the employment bureau at Victoria Park.
The Question of housing has been men-
tioned. If there were more activity with
regard to the building of houses more
work would be available for the workers,
and this would help to solve the problem.
as well as provide more houses for those
who are seeking them.

The member for South Perth, in his
opposition to this amendment, tried to
make light of the fact and said that the
people are well housed. Anybody who
knows the situation is aware that fortun-
ately a great body of our people are
reasonably housed; but it is amazing the
number of young people with a child or
two who are still living with their in-laws.
Unfortunately they have not sufficient in-
come to Provide a deposit for a house
erected by a private builder, so they are
unable to do anything in that direction.

In regard to their applications with the
State Housing Commission, in some oases
they have to wait long periods--24 or three
years--before they can secure a house.
There is no doubt these are only two facets
of the economic problem which is facing
this State. but they are very important
problems. I think it is most important that
a man in this country should have the
right to work and receive a reasonable
wage so that he can provide for his own
well-being. In most cases they are married
men with families and it should be possible
for them to give their children the
best education possible and provide them

with ordinary amenities of life so their
children will grow up better and more
decent Australians. I support the amend-
ment.

MR. RHATJOAN (Kimberley) 11.45
a-m.J: Despite the early hour of the
morning I cannot let this opportunity pass
without contributing a few remarks upon
the amendment, which I support and which
was moved by the Leader of the Opposition
in all sincerity. I do not suppose I can
blame the Ministers and the supporters of
the Government for being asleep at this
hour of the morning. if one glances around
one sees several who are dazing. Therefore
I presume they are not very interested in
this debate and have decided to use that
vital majority of one to defeat a worth-
while amendment.

Mr. Lewis: What about the members on
your side? Where are they?

Mr. RHATIGAN: None of them are
asleep. The Deputy Premier, in his speech,
referred to the marvellous job--or so-called
job-the Government has done. By inter-
jection I indicated that when I came into
Parliament in 1953 only six houses had
been erected in the Kimberley electorate
by the McLarty-Watts Government alter
having been in office for six years. The
Hawke Government then took office and
houses were built, not only at Derby, but
at Broomie, Wyndhamn, and Halls Creek.

Therefore, all this Governent did was
to carry on the scheme originated by the
Hawke Government and continue the good
work which the Hawke Governent started
in the building of State rental homes.
The mistake this Government made was
in regard to the number of applicants for
State rental homes. Say there were 30
applicants, the policy of the Hawke Gov-
ernment was to build five or 20 homes and
include those required for Governmental
purposes. But what has this Government
done? It builds a certain number of homes
and allocates the lot to civil servants, who
are Government employees.

I am not saying these employees should
be without homes, but they should be built
over and above those required by local ap-
plicants. Supposing local applicants war-
ranted 15 or 20 homes, the other five or
six required by Government departments
should be in addition. The State Housing
Commission has slipped considerably in the
last few years. When I say this I am
merely quoting the commission's agents up
there who are Treasury paymasters. They
handle the collection of rents and advise
on the allocation of homes.

My advice from them is to the effet
that they cannot get satisfactory or quick
replies to their correspondence with the
Housing Commission. I would ask the
Minister representing the Minister for
Housing to take note of this. These chaps,

265



[ASSEMBLY.]I

whether they be sergeants of police,
'Treasury paymasters, or clerks of courts
are very disappointed and dissatisfied with
what is going on. They are doing their
job and surely to goodness it is up to the
State Housing Commission to give them
quick and prompt replies. I am not con-
demning the inspectors who go up there:
I am condemning the department in Perth
because of its laxity-something that was
unknown in the past.

Although this Government is continuing
to build State rental homes in the north
it is not building sufficient to cope with
the increase in population which any big
construction work in an area must pro-
duce. This Government might claim that
it originated the building of houses for
natives. Incidentally, I understand that
the Minister intends to change this name
to "aborigines." What effect that might
have I do not know, but that is his idea.

However, what I want to point out is
that the Hawke Government originated
the idea of building houses for natives.
Although many promises have been made
by this Government, nothing has material-
ised except a hostel at Halls Creek.

Mr. Lewis: What has not mnaterialised?
Mr. RHATIGAN. Any promises You have

made regarding homes for natives or ab-
origines.

Mr. Lewis: Many native houses have
been built.

Mr. RHATIGAN: Where?
Mr. Lewis: In many parts.
Mr. RHATIGAN: Where?
Mr. Lewis: I cannot give the names now,

but many have been built.
The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): Order!

The honourable member must address
the Chair.

Mr. H. May: There are plenty of houses
in Collie you could have.

Mr. RHATIGAN: They could be trans-
ferred to the Kimberley electorate, and I
can indicate where. Several could be trans-
f erred to Broome. several to Derby, and
several to Wyndham. I would like the
Minister to tell me where the houses have
been erected in Wyndham.

Mr. Lewis: You know very well where
they are. If they are not already under
construction, they are on the point of
being constructed.

Mr. RHATIGAN: They were not three
weeks ago when I was there.

Mr. W. Hegney: They were going to
put three in Merredin, but the Minister
turned a somersault.

Mr. RHATIGAN: I would like action,
not promises.

Mr. Court: We have had the biggest
housing programme over the last three
years in the north's history.

Mr. RHATIGAN: Who for? Govern-
ment employees.

Mr. Court: They are houses. Govern-
ment employees have to be housed as well.

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearnian): Order!
The honourable member must address his
remarks to the Chair.

Mr. RHATIGAN: I am trying to con-
vey to the Minister for the North-West
that there should be more State rental
homes built for local people. In addition,
of course, the requirements of the Gov-
ernment have to be met. What I am
getting at is that if there are 20 applica-
tions for homes in a particular town, and
the Government requires another 10, that
10 should be added to the 20 required by
the local people, making it 30, instead of.
building 20 of which the Government
claims 10.

Mr. Hawke; Hear, hear!
Mr. RHATIGAN: The other problem is

the local boy who marries the local girl.
They naturally decide to settle in the town,
and they are at a disadvantage because
of the exorbitant rent payable. The civil
servant gets his house for 10 per cent. of
his salary and I am all in favour of that.
Civil servants should get all they can. I
am well behind them. I am not advocating
that anything should be taken away from
them but am merely pointing out that the
local boy and girl who decide to remain
in the town are at a disadvantage irres-
pective of what calling the boy may fol-
low. I would like those things to be taken
into consideration by any Government,
irrespective of its political creed.

Mr. J1 Hegney: The Minister for the
North-West has made a note of that.

Mr. RHATIGAN: At least he is awake.
Another problem is the accommodation
for single chaps in the north. This is
a very important point; and as the Minister
for the North-West well knows, the hand-
ling of cargo in Wyndham has now been
taken away from the Wyndham Meat
Works, and, I think, rightly so. This
means that there are a lot of single chaps
in Wyndham Prepared to remain there to
work the ships, and they do a good job.
However, there is no accommodation for
them.

Mr. J1. Hegney Where do they stay? In
the hotels at high prices?

Mr. RHATIGAN: That costs £3 a day
and they cannot afford to stay there. All
the Government has done is to provide
accommodation for its very important
V.I.P's. Although I hate to do this, I
must again refer to the V.I.P. house in
Wyndhamn. Could that house not be
changed over to accommodate single school
teachers, civil servants, P.M.G. workmen-
in fact, all single chiappies-and be of some
use rather than be used by those V.I.P's.
staying overnight?
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Mr. Court: Such as whom?
Mr. RHATIGAN: You would know. I

do not think you stayed there long enough
to occupy it, but your colleague the Min-
ister for Works has.

Mr. Court: A figment of your imagina-
tion.

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): Order!
I am not going to allow this constant
discussion across the Chamber. The
honourable member can either address his
remarks to the Chair or sit down.

Mr. RHATIGAN: That house is occupied
by very important high heads of the Civil
Service Department although it was built
at the taxpayers' expense. I suggest that
it could be put to much better
use were it made available to accommodate
civil servants stationed permanently in
Wyndham.

Mr. W. Hegney: You have a point there.

Mr. RHATIGAN: There is quite a bit of
employment in the north mainly because
of the lack of accommodation. It is all
right for the Government to say, "Go
north young man". Although there is
work there in the goods sheds and so on,
there is no accommodation. He cannot
camp out in the marsh or under a tree
or a Policeman would move him on
and he would be classed as a vagrant.
Therefore I get back to this V.I.P. house,
which could be put to great use. With
those few remarks I support the amend-
ment.

MR. TOMS (Bayswater) [1.59 am.]:
The debate tonight has been rather one-
sided, inasmuch as there has been no
opposition whatever to the amendment
moved by the Leader of the Opposition.
However, I intend to speak for a few
moments to put some of the records
straight.

The member for South Perth in attempt-
ing to deal with the housing problem tried
to bolster up his Government, as he does
so very often, by saying that there were
so many extra purchase homes sold by his
Government. He ought to know as well as
I and many other members know, that the
only way to get a house quickly is to get
a purchase home because it cuts at least
12 months or 18 months off the waiting
period. My recommendation to anyone
approaching me for a house is to apply
for a purchase home because of the shorter
waiting period.

I do not know whether the member for
South Perth carries on in his electorate
like he did here tonight, but if he does it
apparently accounts for the housing pro-
blem I have in my electorate. Maybe some
of the people in South Perth are trying
to come over to Bayswater.

I have had a great deal of trouble in
getting houses for people In my electorate.
The emergency housing has reached a
sorry plight because a person has
to put up a pretty decent case to be con-
sidered for emergency housing. To have to
wait for three months, as some of these
people have to do before they can get an
emergency home, is a little short of shock-
ing.

I recall the position concerning housing
before I came into Parliament. I roundly
condemned the then Minister for Rousing
-who was the member for East Perth, Mr.
Herb Graham-for the callous manner
in which he tackled the housing problem.
However, I watched the way he worked
and I saw him reduce the number of out-
standing applications from 18.000 to 8,000;
and I now admire the stand he took with
regard to housing.

When the Hawke Government was in
office there was no waiting period of 12
months or 18 months. During the time
of the Hawke Labor Government I went
to the Housing Commission in connection
with an emergency case, and I was able
to get a house almost the next day. That
was during the time of the working man's
Government.

Mr. Lewis: The member for Swan told
us about one person who waited ten years.

Mr. Grayden: I think you have forgotten
the conditions which obtained then.

Mr. TOMS: I do not think that anything
which the honourable member would have
to say would add to the debate one bit.
X believe that the housing situation has
never been as bad as it is today. It might
be all right in South Perth or in other
areas where there are no working people
living. I do not think the member for
Nedlands would have many problems re-
garding housing, unless it was in connec-
tion with a person who was worrying about
paying off his mortgage. We have problems
concerning houses in Bayswater.

I am concerned about young people who
are waiting for homes. There are over
5,000 young people waiting for homes.
Here lie the beginnings of divorce court
proceedings. Many of these young people
are living with in-laws. Whether it is a
Government of my particular colour or
whether it is the present Government, all
Governments should take cognisance of the
fact 'that these problems are not good for
a country; the circumstances arc not good
for the bringing up of young children.

I know of Young People who have been
waiting for two years for a home. Because
they want a rental home they have been
told they must wait longer. I did not have
to wait that length of time when the Labor
Government was in office. The Govern-
ment says the situation has improved. It
has not improved one bit. It has slipped
right back. I said I would put the record
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straight concerning the remark that mare
people were buying houses. It is the duty
of members to try to provide homes for
their constituents as soon as possible.

The only reason why these homes are
being purchased is that it cuts down the
waiting period. That is the biggest factor
and the Government should wake up to
that fact. I do not know how some of
those who are buying homes manage to
pay the deposit. People come to me who
have been unable to rake up the £100
deposit, and they have to wait two or three
years before they can get a home. We
claim to be enlightened; that we are leap-
ing forward-

Mr. Grayden: Do you really believe
in what you are saying?

Mr. TOMS: I am not like the member
for South Perth, who talks through the
back of his neck and eulogises this Gov-
ernment. I think he rehearses with the
Minister for Industrial Development. At
least he sings the same tune.

I now propose to touch on the grave
matter which was mentioned by the Leader
of the Opposition. It is the matter of
unemployment. The Government and its
followers attempt to brush off the situa-
tion lightly, but I do not believe that one
member on the other side of the House
has ever known what it is to be unem-
ployed; otherwise members on that side of
the H-ouse would be more sympathetic to-
wards the chap who is out of work.

! can speak from experience of the pangs
of unemployment, I finished serving my
time in 1930 and I could not have come
out of my apprenticeship at a worse time.
The mental torture of a young fellow
looking for work is terrific. I had about
three months work in three years, picking
up odd jobs here and there. I have seen
young men go into open fields to Play
cricket in order to occupy their minds.
There is nothing more depressing than go-
ing around looking for jobs and being told
that nothing is available. That is the
stage we are now reaching.

The other day when I was walking down
Murray Street with a retired insurance
manager he said, "Mr. Toms, I am most
concerned about the position of young
people today who are leaving school. We
have got our educational standards raised,
but what is the good of that? We have
young people coming out of college with
their qualifications, but they are to no
avail. They are not being placed. What is
the good of higher education unless we are
going to place these Young people?"

The day of the labourer has gone.
Everything is mechanised now and I think
that the finding of employment not only
for these young people, but also for those
people around 45 years of age is a task
which the Government has to face up to.
if a man has one grey hair he is looked
upon as being too old for work. When

I was a Young fellow these men were
looked upon as being the backbone of in-
dustry; men who had had experience.
Today the emphasis seems to be on speed
rather than performance.

I believe that every Government, whe-
ther it be Labor, Liberal, or a Government
of any other colour, has the task of see-
inig that every man, woman, and child
who wants to work should be given the
right to work. The only thing people can
sell is their labour. What is the good of
having dead production? We are pre-
pared to pay out a lot of money in social
services; and what are we getting in re-
turn? We are creating a pool of unemploy-
ment and we are not getting the benefits
of production. I support the amendment
moved by the Leader of the opposition,
and I believe that if any member on the
Government benches had one spark of
decency he would also support it.

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following result:-

Mr. Brady
Mr. navies
Mr. Fletcher
Mr. Orahamn
Mr. Hall
Mr. Hawke
Mr. J. Hegney-
Mr. W. H egney
Mr. Jamnieson
Mr. Kelly

Mr. Bovell
Mr. Court
Mr. Craig
Mr. Dunn
Mr. Gayfer
Mr. Grayden
Mr. Guthrie
Mr. Hart
Dr. Henn
Mr. Hutchinson
Mr. Lewis

Ayes.
Mr. Curran
Mr. Evans
Mr. Heal
Mr. Bickerton

Ayes--2O.
Mr. D. G, Maty
Mr. Moir
Mr. Norton
Mr. Oldifeid
Mr. Rhatigan
Mr. Rowberry
Mr. Sewall
Mr. Tomns
Mr. Tonkin
Mr. H. May

(Teller.)

Noes--21.
Mr. I. w. Manning
Mr. W. A. Manning
Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Naider
Mr. Nimmo
Mr. O'Connor
Mr. Runciman
Mr. Wild
Mr. Wiliams
Mr. O'Neil

(Teller)
Pairs.

Noes.
Mr. Brand
Mr. Burt
Mr. crommelln
Mr. onelli

Majority against--I.

Amendment thus negatived.

Debate (on motion) adjourned, on
motion by Mr. Tonkin (Deputy Leader of
the Oppasition).

RESERVES BILL

Returned
Bill returned from the Council without

amendment.

House adjourned at 2.14 am. (Wednesday)'


